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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE
STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Held at 1301 State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dekota, on
Wednesday & Thuraday, June 14 & 15, 1939

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 A. M,, Wednesday, June 14, 1939, by Governor Jom
Mosee, Chairman.

The Secretary called the roll showing the following members present: Governor John Moses,
Chairman; Henry Holt, Vice Chairman; and Commissioners Kenneth W,Simone, BEinar H. Dahl,
and S. W, Thompson. Absent, none, Dean Holm, Executive Secretary of the Tri-State Waters
Commission, and H. F. McColly, newly elected Chief Engineer and Secretary of the Com-
misgion, were also present.

The Secretary stated that typewritten copies of the minutes of the last meeting (May 11 amd
12) had been mailed to all members. It was moved by Comm, Thompson, seconded by Comm,
Dahl, that inasmuch as no errors were noted, that the minutes be approved as written. The
motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

Governor John Moses asked to be excused from further attendance because of other urgent
gtate buslness, and Vice Chairman Holt took the Chalr.

The Secretary read the following communications:

1. Letter to John C. Page, Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation, in regard to extending
surveye into Divide and Burke counties, and his reply that this would be done provided
there appears any poesibility that the extension of the survey may indicate poesibls
feasible development,

2., Letter from Lesher S. Wing, Regional Director, Pederal Power Commission, Denver,
Colorado, in rezard to electric power survey in connection with irrigation projects,
particularly the Lewis & Clark and Cartwright Projects. The letter was referred to the
Chief Engineer for reply.

2, Official Notlice of Public Hearlng from the War Department U, S. Engineer Office, Omaha,
Nebraska, to be held in the Municipal Auditorium, Bismarck, Friday, July 7, 1939, to
determine whether fleod control 4in the Miesouri River at Bismarck and Mandan is advisable

at this time,

4§, Resolution to Col. Philip B. Fleming, War Department District Engineer, St. Paul,
requesting a public hearing in the Goose River watershed, and his reply that, "There is
en item in the pending River and Harbor Bill calling for a very complete investigation
of the entire Red River of the North Drainage Basin, and that a public hearing on the
Goose River could be held, provided this blll pasees Congreeas.

5, Correspondence with the Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbore, Washington, D. C.,

requesting a hearing on the Heart-Butte Irrigation Project and Bowman Irrigation Project
end the reply of Col, R. A, Wheeler, fixinz a hearing for Monday, June 26.

It was moved by Comm, Simons, eeconded by Comm. Dahl, that Assistant Axto§ney General C. F.
Kelech be authorized to represent the Commission at a hearing before the “oard of Engineers
for Rivers and Harbdors with reference to the Haley Irrigation Project, Bowman County, and
the Heart-Butte Project in Morton County, in Washington, D. C., June 26, The motion
carried, all Commisslionerse voting aye.

6. Notice to State Engineer that the State Water Conservation Commlssion intends to divert
uneppropriated waters, by means of pumping from the main channel, of the Missouri River for
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the Lewis & Clark Irrication Project, and the acknowledgment of the State Engineer that the
written notice had been filed in the office of the State Engineer according to law,

7. Notice to State Engineer that the State Water Conservation Commission intende to divert
wnappropriated waters, by means of pumping from the main channel, of the Yellowstone River
for the Sioux Irrigation Project, and the acknowledgment of the State Engineer that the
rritten notice had been filed in his office according to law.

E. Letter to Mr, Iver Acker requesting him to prepare the necessary legal forms for issu-
ence of $50,000.00 in Yonds of the Commission covering the Sioux Irrigation Project,
Cedar River Mutual Aid Projects and individual cliente of the Commission.

9, Certificates of Completion and Statements of Cost covering Cedar River Projects 179,
194, 210, 211 and 220, in Sioux County.

10, Notice of Completion of Project No, 33 for Louie Signalnees, Croff, N. Dak, at a
total cost of $301.4k,

11. Letter from Walter, Woody & Heimerdinger, requesting information in regard to revenue
tonds to be issued by the Commission,

12, Letter from Board of Administration stating they had approved for payment a voucher
in the sum of $232,05, covering cost of Irrigation Project for the Grafton State School.

13. Report on payments received from the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation, as follows:

1. Rue Construction Company--Lewis & Clark Project =e--- $9,174.60

2, C. L, Lindverg--Lewis & Clark $3,797.51
&. Expenditur=s on Sioux Irrigatlgn Project ~mee=nce—=- - $2,163.25
. Expenditurss on Lewis & Clark ‘roject meemmemevceeama $2,631.32
5. Expenditures on Burlington Project in full —-ee—e—v~- $ 1.2
. Rue Donstruction Company--Lewis & Clark Project —---- $7,319.49

14, Estimate #4, C. L, Lindberg, Contractor, covering intake on Lewis & Clark Project #175,
in the net amoun: of $5,626,98, ae approved by the Chief Engineer, and an assignment by
C. L. Lindberg to the Bethlehem Steel Company of St, Paul, Minn., in the total sum of $5661.T:

It was moved by Comm. Thompson, seconded by Comm. Simons, that the estimate of C. L. Lindberg
in the sum of $5,626.98, be approved and that the Secretary be authorized to pay the same

by and with the advice and consent of the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation, and that the
noney be pald to the Bethlehem Steel Company of St, Paul, as ani when such payment is approv-
ed by the Attornsy General as to form, and by the bonding company on the contractor's bond.

On roll call the motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye,

15, Estimte $2, Rue Construction Company, covering tranamission line and eubstation for the
lewis & Clark Project #1795, in the sun of $7,319.49, and approved by the Chief Engineer, It
was moved by Com:. Simons, secorded by Comm. Thompson, that the Secretery be authorized to
epprove for payment the estimate of the Rue Construction Company ir the sum of $7,315.4S,

Cr roll call the motion carried, sll Commissioners voting aye.

16, Petitior to the Board of County Commissioners of McEenzie County, concerning land
ommed by the Bank of Cooperatives of St, Peul, and the Federal Land Bank, St. Paul, within
the Sloux Irrigation Distriet,

It wae moved by Comm. Simcne, seconded by Comm. Thompson, that the following petition
he passeds
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NORTH DAKOTA STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
PETITION FOR CONDEMNATION OF RIGHT OF WAY

PETITIOCN

Tc the Board of County Commisesioners of McKenzie County, State of North
Dakotao

The State Water Conservation Commission of North Dakota having determined that
pudblic exigency required the taking of land to provide proper alignment for carals and
ditches for a cortain irrigation project designated ast Sicux Irrigation Project,

No. 213, McKenzie County, North Dakota, and having caused a survey thereof to be made

and a plat prepared of such survey with a description inscribed thereon and, eaid plat

and inscribed description duly recorded according to law, and the State Water Conserva-
tion Commission being unable to purchase the lands required for irrigetion purposes from
the respective owners, as hereinafter descrited and set forth, at what it deems a reason-
ahle veluaticn, therefore the State Water Conservation Commissiorn in accordance with the
provisicns of House Bill No. 274, Seesion Laws of 1939 and Chapter 128 of the 1533

Session Laws of 1979 and Chapter 128 of the 1933 Session Laws hereby respectfully petitions
your Honorable 3oerd to proceed to ascertzin and determire the dameges and meke awards

as provided by statute to the owners of the following lendss

Parcel Acreg Location in Cvmer

M 1,63 T, 151 - R, 104 St, Paul Bank Mortgage Interest
SEX NEi, Sec., 14 for Cooperztives

$2 0.35 sW NW} Sec. 13 " " " "

#3 1,56 NW} NW Sec. 13 " " " "

#u 1,54 SW SW Sec. 12 " " " "

#5 2,90 MW SW & S NW Sec. 12 * " " "

#6 0,32 Sk} NE{ Sec. 11 " " " "

#7 1.69 NB} NE} Sec. 11 " " " "

¥ 1.69 SB} SP} Sec. 2 " " " "

#11 1,12 T, 151 - R, 104 Federal Land Mortgage Intered
sw NB: & SE} NW& Sec. 12 Bank of St, Paul

2 1,96 W sB} Sec. 12 " " " "

L 0,75 NE} MW Sec. 13 " " 0 "

¥16 0.63 S®¥ NW3 Sec, 13 " " " "

Note: Purchases from the record land owners have been
made and the right of way ie clear except for
the mortgace interests shown herein,

The motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye,
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17. Statement of “he Tracter & Equipment Company, Sidney, Montana, in the total sum of
$13,471.64, for the purchase of land leveling machinery under a contract, and requesting
immediate payment.

It wae moved by Comm. Simens, seconded by Comm, Thompscn, that the bill te referred to the
Lewis & Clark Committee to confer with Judge Christianson in regard to whether it should
be charged to the Lewis & Clark District or paid direct by the Rural Rehabllitation Corp-
oration. The motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

18. Letter from ¥, O, Ryan, acting secretary of the State Planning Board, in regard to
opticns taken ir Dunn and Mercer counties by the Land Acquisition Division, Depertment of
Agriculture, in 1936, The Secretary reported that he hed conferred with M. B, Johnson,
District Supervisor, at Dickinson, who stuted that the options had not been exerciged for
varioue reasong, the principal one being that $50,000,000 of their appropriation was
turned bdack to FERA., The matter was referred to the State Advisory Committee,

Vice Chairmen Holt gave the report of the Tri-State Committee was follows:

To: Governor Jokn Moses and Members of the June 14, 1939
State Water Conservation Commission

Gentlemen:

The statue of the projects included in the comprehensive plan for the developmert of the Red
River of the North Drainage Basin may be briefly irndicated as follows:

1. The Army sppromriation bill provides funde for flood control which ircludes $1,474,000
for the Lake Traverse-Bols des Sioux project. Col, Fleming states that contracte will be
awarded and work actually started about August 10, of this year.

2. FMunds have been provided for authorized surveys cn the projects desired for the relief
of Walhalla and Cavalier; also for the RoseauiRiver project.

3, Surveys have been authorized bdut as yet no funds are aveilable, for th» Red Lake-Red
Lake River Project.

4, The Rivers and Harbors bill provides for a "208 Report"--somevhat enlarged-~on the Red
River of the North and ite tributaries, This report will coordinate all of the projects
ircluded in the plan, as well as the Goose River,

5. Prelirirary investigations have been made by the District Engineer of the Corps of
Engineers on the Park River and Forest River and on the basis of the report which has been,
or will soon be, submitted, it ie hoped surveys will be authorized,

Therefore it ie recommended that:

1. North Dekota members of the Tri-State Watere Commission, to serve the next two years, be
sppointed at any early date.

Z. That a meeting of the Tri-State Waters Commissicn be held about July 15th.

2, That funde appropriated to the Tri-State Waters Commiesicn by the last Legislature be
pade available as of July 1, 1939, so that the work of the Tri-State Waters Commlission may
te carried on uninterruptedly.
Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) HENRY HOLT

1t was moved by Comm. Holt, seconded by Comm. Simons, that the report of the Tri~State Com-
pittee be apprcved. The motion carried, all Commi ssioners voting aye.
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Vice Chairman Holt stated there would be a meeting of the Tri-State Waters Commission possibly
at Fargo, about July 15, and asked that the members and Secretary of the State Water Conserva-
tion Commiseion attend, if possible,

Commn. S. W, Thompson gave the report of the Missouri River Diversion Committee. He stated
that Vice Chairman Holt and he had beer asked by the Governor to go down through South Dakote,
Iowa, Nebraska, and possibly to Kaneas City, Missouri, to talk to the navigation-minded people
along the Missouri River., Mr, Thompson stated that he and Mr. Holt were golng to try tc¢ im-
prese upon these people the fact that Nerth Dakota needs water too, and wold d like to use
some of it, He stated, "It is our intention toc go down there and talk to them in a nice,
but in a firm, way, to tell them we are determined we are going to have some of this water if
we have to fight for it--if we have to go to court." Comm, Thompeon further stated that he had
written Governor Weaver of Nebraska, asking him to go along on the trip., The Governor had
reprlied that he did not think he could go along, but would meet them in Omaha either Sundey
or Monday, where they are also to meet Mr. George S. Knapp. Comm. Thompeon said he had also
written Mr, J. P, Walsh and Dow I Sears, Huron, asking them to joir in the trip.

Comm. Thompson cited the various uses of water and brought out the point made by Mr, George S,
Knapp at the lzst meeting of the Commission--that water for humar needs rated at the top of
the 1ist and that its use for -navigation was probably of the lowest value,

Mr. Dean Holm, Executive Secretary, Tri-State Waters Commisgsion, stated he had attended two
meetings in Yarkton, South Dakota, recently and that in his opinion they were beginning to
recognize the need of the development of the Misgsouri River progream and that it would be
advisable for Corms. Holt and Thompson to contact these folks on thelr trip.

At 12:15 P, M., & recess was taken until 1:30 P. M.

The meeting reconvened at 1230 P, M,, with Commissioners Holt, Simons, Thompson and Dahl,
present. Absent, Governor John Moses,

Comm., Simons asked to be excused in order to attend a meeting of the State Advisory Committee.

Comm, Dahl stated that about 230 WPA workere are emplcyed on the Lewis & Clark Project,
that the power line and substation are completed and that he had assurance from the local
dietrict officers that the $20,000,.00 additional bond issue for the project would receive a
fevorable vote, He ptated that 500 acres should be leveled by July 1.

At 2330 P, M, a rece:zs was taken until 3:30 P. M., to give members of the Commiselon a chance
to attend a meeting of the State Adviscry Committee.

At 3:30 P. M, the mesting reconvened with Commissioners Holt, Simons, Dahl and Thompeon
present, Governor Joha Moses, absent,

The Secretary reported that the State Examiner was making an audit of the Commiesion's
eccounts for the period ending April 30, 1939, and suggested that it would be well to have it
include May and June, which would finish the biennium,

It was moved by Comm. Thompson, seconded by Comm. Dahl, that the Governor be asked tc make such
request to the State Examiner. The motion carried, all Commiseicnere voting aye.

¥r. Iver Acker, Treasurer of the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation, called the attention of
the Commiesion to the neceesity of an arrangement to have the Bank of North Dakota act as trustee
for bonds issued by the Commission, It was moved by Comm, Thompson, seconded by Comm, Dahl,
*Y.at the Secretary bs instructed to notify Governor Moses, as Chairman of this Commission and

of the Stete Industrial Commission, that some arrangements be made with the Bank of North Dak-
ota toc act as trustes in connection with bond iesues authorized by the Commiseion, covering its
irrigation projects. On roll call the motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.



Ckief Engineer Thomas submitted his report, as follcws:

Bismarck, N. Dak.
June 13, 1939
To the North Dakota Water Conservation Commission

Gentlemen:

This 1s my report on the status of projects and on the activities of the Engineer-
ing Department since the date of my last monthly report.

Status of Projects

LEWLS AND CLARK IRRIGATION PROJECT $175

The centractor for the intake and pumping station is making steady progress to-
werd completion, MNo further construction difficulties have developed and it now appears
trat the pumpe anl mcters can be installed about July lst. Satisfactory progress is being
mede on the land leveling work and on the construction of the canal system,

Heavy land leveling equipmernt has been in operation since the 17th of May., A
plow, a harrow ani a emall tractor are needed and have been requisitioned by Mr. Murry,
Engineeres for tke Ccmmission are checking elevations on the 8'x8' box culvert at the
er et end of the project, which settled and cracked, to determine if any further eettle-
ment ie teking place., It 1s possible that final settlement hes been reached. Consultation
with the Highway Bridge Engineer, who designed this structure, leads to the conclusion
that the culvert can be repaired at small expense, Plans for the repalr are being made,

SIOUX IRRIGATION PROJECT

Since my last report, the pump, gas engine and discharge plpe have been installed.
The delivery of the gas pipe from the factory took more time than was expected, but 1t
is now welded in place. Lateral turnouts are being installed so that water will be made
available for the farmers immediately upon the testing and aceceptance of the natural gas
engine and the pumnp. A few days will be regquired for such testing. ‘

The topozraphy of the land and other features of the project are most favorable
for irrigzation ani the success of the project should be assured. The eppearance of the
projects as it nears completion makes a very good impression.

GRANT AND SIQUX COUNTY PROJECTS

GRANT COUNTY

Two projects have been conatrueted im Grant County, one on the Cannonball River
south of Elgin, known as the Hoerauf Project and one near Odessa, known as the Odessa
Project. Pumps aad pipes were installed for these projects in 1938, Storage in the.
streams from which pumping is to be done is provided by the water users,

SIOUX COUNTY

Pumping squisment has now heen obtained for all seven projects in Sioux County.
Very satisfactory work has been done by the farmers under a WPA project in the costruc~
tion of dams and canal systems., The garden plots in the project have been planted by
the farmers,

1

The projects were ingpected on May 31lst by Mr, Acker of the Rural Rehahilitation
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Corporation, by Mr, Farmer, Extension Irrigationist and by the Project Engineer and Chief
Engineer of the Commiesion. The dama and canal systems were found to be well constnrted

and were completed to the satisfaction of those making the inspection, Water had previously
“een pumped into the canal systems and the operation of the same was found to be satisfactory.

A Certificate of Completion and Statement of Cost 1g being prepared for each
project. A general report on the WPA project, covering various phases of the work and includ-
ing the seven sud-projects 1s aleo being prepared. This report will give brief descriptions
of the seven projects and the cost statement will be a consolidation of statements as shown
for each of the seven projects, With the completion of these statements of cost, 1t will bve
possible for the Water Cormission to obtain funds from the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation
for engineering, materials and equipment furnished. Unpaid bills for materials and egquipment
are outstanding against the Water Commiseion and it 1s recommended that these bills be paid
from this reimbursement of funds,

CARTWRIGHT PROJECT

We have no report that any further action has been taken with respect to the
approval of the application for this project, which is proposed to be undertaken under the
Water Pacilities Act.

YELLOWSTONE PUMPING PROJECT

Investigations were made with regard to this project by Engineers of the Commisslon
on May 28th, Because of ite relation to the Sidney Project in Montana and the cooperative
arrangements between the North Dakota State Water Conservation Commission and the Montana Water
Board, work on Unit No, 3 of the Sidney Project was viewed, It was found that the intake and
punping station for this unit was completed. Thie pumping unit¢ included the enlarged intsake
tovard which North Dukote contributed $3,500. A canal sufficiently large to take care of

irrigating both the Montana and North Dgkota lands is being econstructed by a power shovel
anetead of by fresnos and WPA lebor as originally planned. The Engineer of the Montana Water
Board stated that the construction of the canal by this method would require an additional
expenditure of approximately $2,000 over that by WPA labor. This has been done with a view
of speeding up the work, He indicated that North Dakota should be willing to pay about one-
helf of that amount or $1,000. The Montana Water Board will make representations in writing
to the North Dekota Water Commission with respect to this matter, The North Dakota land-
ownérs are especially anxious to have their project developed.

FCRT PECK ROUTE - MISSCURI RIVER DIVERSION

In accordance with the instructions of the Commiseion, the Bureau of Reclamation
hes been requested to make further invsstigations end surveye in Divide and Burke Counties,
It is proposed that the diversion route from Fort Peck Reservoir by way of Medicine Laks,
Montana, to the Souris River be by means of a canal across these Counties in North Dakota to
the Upper Des Lacs Lake ani then alongz naturel water courses to Burlington rather than by way
of Long Creek to join with the Sourie River at Estevan in Canada,

Elevations have been obtained from Railway and Highway profiles in these counties
and we have prepared maps showing these elevations and proposed routes through North Dalota
to the Upper Des Laci Lake, Areas which may be irrigated along a diversion through Divide
and Burke Counties are alsen shown on these maps, The informetion and data odtained and pre-
pered by us as well as the mapning will be brought to the attention of Mr. Sloan of the Bureau
of Reclamation when he comes to Blsmareck, At that time we will discuse with him the pos-
sibilitiee of obtaining a diversion by this route and the need of additional surveys and
tuvestigations in connection with the same by the Burean of Reclamation,

CAVALIER WATER SUPPLYT

At 1ts last meeting in Williston the serious water shortage situation at Cavalier
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was brought to the attention of the Water Commission. At that time the Commission authorized
1ts Engineering Department to cooperate with the City of Cavalier and with etate and

federal agencies in the meking of preliminary investigations and studies for the solution

of the probdlem,

Previous to thie action of the Commiesion the seriocus water shortaze condition had
been called to our attention by Vice-Chairman Holt and later by Mr. Felson of Cavalier. It
was represented that a spring along a tributary of the Tongue River and about twelve miles
west of Cavalier was beingz considered as a posaible source of supoly for the City of Cavalier
end that our assistance was desired in makinz & measurement of the flow from the spring.

Mr, Farmer, Extension Irrigationist had other work in that section of the state and on
April 29th visited Cavalier and made the measurement., The flow was found to be 525 gallons
per minute, Mr, Farmer made observations of conditions at the spring, in the vicinlty of
the spring, alonz the Tongue River and along the tributary of the Tongue River on which the
spring is located. In a letter dated May 18, 1939 I wrote to Mr, Holt with respect to the
situation in which I commented on the coaditions as reported by Mr, Farmer,

On May 23rd, Dr., Frank Foley, State Geologist, and myself vieited Cavalier. Accom-
panied by Dr, Waldren and Mr. Page of Cavalier, we drove to the large spring from which it is
proposed to obtain the municipal water supply. On the way to the larzer spring we viewed
smaller springs, the channel conditions along the stream and the watershed tributary to the
large spring, It was the opinion of Dr, Foley that the underzround water flowingfrom the
spring entered the sandy soil of the slopes and the boggy ground of the stream bottom directly
from rain and snow, From a study of the ground conditions elong the stream bed it was estim-
ated by both Dr, Foley and myself that the water from the spring if not supplemented by other
springe enroute would be loet in transportation within a comparatively short distance, possib-
1y within a distance of five miles or at about the junction of the tributary with the maia
stream, The balance of the distance to Cavalier along the Tongue River would be about 13 miles

The supply from the spring would be most satisfactory from both the standvoint of
quantity and quality. The great difficulty ie in the matter of transporting it to the City
of Cavalier. It inm propoeed to install a pump at the spring with a view to increasing the
capacity of the spring and to observe the conditlons at the bottom of the hole in which the
spring is located, It ie desirsd that a pump for this purpose be obtained from the Water Conm-
mission if one canmot be obtained from & point closer to the spring, We were told by Dr. Wal-
dren and Mr, Page that Mr, Lium of the firm of Lium and Burdick, Consulting Englneers, had
been there a few days previous to our visit and that he had made an investigation of the pro-
posed source of supply. The construction of a vitrified clay pipe line from the epring to
Cavalier was proponed by Mr, Lium, He agreed to run a line of levels from Cavalier to the
spring and to check up on the possibilities of a gravity pipe line. On the following day I
saw Mr, Lium at Grand Forks, He estimated that on the basis of using vitrified clay pipe,
the cost of the materials would be between $30,000 and $40,000. It would be the plan to
use WPA labor for installing the pipe line,

1 have conferred with the engineers of the State Public Health Department. Any
work on welle and #springs for a pudlic purpose can be done under a state-wide well project
on which WPA lzbor can be used, This state-wide project is carried on under the direction
oi the State Publi: Health Department engineering staff,

We will keep in close touch with the State Geologist, the Division of Sanitary
Engzineer of the State Department of Health, Lium and Burdick and the WPA,

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed) E. J. THOMAS
Chief Engineer

It wae moved by Comm, Thompson, seconded by Comm, Dahl, that the Engineer's report be accepted

and made a part of the minutes of this meeting. The motion carried, all Commissioners voting
aye.



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 3o
OF
STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSICN
Ag of Jure 1, 1G39,

IT'CCNE:
Legislative Appropriation $ 112,500.0C
Application Fees 1,280,80
Payments for Plans & Specificatione 3C.00
{4) $ 113,210.20
Repaymerts from Private Projects {B) $ 2,174.26
Repayments from Rural Reha%, Ccrporation 126, 758.56
(B) $ 128,932.82
TOTAL INCOME {a & B) $ 2u2, 43,02
EPIENSE;
Chargeable t¢ Chargeable teo
Account Monthly Expense Administration Prcjects
Adniristrative Szlaries 516.67 21, 260,33 21.96
Administrative Milsace & Expense = = 00 ocemmew 2,N%.289  aeea-
Administrative Office Equirment 0 o sem—aae 2,222,78 -
Admiristrative Office Supplies & Express 12,68 1,634.37 N
Irgineering Salarics, Mileage & Expense 1, 7il.€3 27,075.76 43,076.89
Engineering Office Equipment = o—ee-em 1,%66.65 62.77
Engineering Field Bquipment =0 seeee. 1, 244,65 14,49
Ergineering Office Supplies | 20, 28 895.€3 68.61
Maps (Blue Printe, etc.) 000 =eeeee 605.17 419.71
Euford=Trenten Irrigetion Preoject = ~emeee 1,800.00 0 6eeve=
Coizmi ssicners Fer Diem 157.50 5,050.75 730.75
Commi ssioners Milesge & Expense 224.73 4,972.18 578.86
Tri-State Per Diem and Expense 4.50 L T £ Y —
Legal Service & Publicatione 1.25 1,545,80 1,376.43
Printing & Advertising 35.€0 1,131.40 176.27
Telephone & Telegraph 55.€5 1,370.26 160.06
Miseourl Biver Diversion ———— 3,636.08 ———
Fieldmen (Salaries, Mileage & Expence) 107.7 1,895.53 Y4,805.€8
Projecte (Materiala, Supplies, etc.) 22,557.38 = eeeemee- 103, 779.97
Prel. Investigntion & Research Chgs,  ===—= - 225.92 7.00
Workmen's Compensation =0z eeem-= 296.24 466.90
Construction Suppliese 00 e 898,72 2 eme==
Membterehir in National Associations -————— 225.60 2 ewame-
Miacellaneous (1c2.70) 102.70 ———
$ 25,511.52 $ ©6,369.56 $ 155,686.29
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 2u2,055.8%
Balance in hands of State Treasurer, June 1, 193S 687.17
Balerce due on Repayable Projlects 26, 753.47

Balance of Administrative Fund including Repaysble Accts. June 1, 1939 27,440 .6k
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Corm, Thompson sudmitted the Auditing Committee's report as followss
June 13, 1939

To: Honorable John Moses and Other Members of
The State Water Conservation Commission

Gentlemen:

In attempting to comply with the request of your Board that the Auditing Committee submit
a report at the June meeting, your Committee has made some investigation of the books and
has also conferred with the State Examiner's dfice, which is at the present time conclud-
ing an examinaticn of the Commiesion's records.

In view of the fact that the State Examiner's report is almost completed, we feel that

e much more comprehensive report can be given, perhaps at the next meeting of the Commi s~
eion, and for the purpoee of this sudit, we invite the Commission's attention to the
financial statement as of May 1, 1939, which was subtmitted to the members at the May
reeting,

The only comment we wish to make on that statement is that there is an apparent discrevancy
between the cash balance as shown on the recorde in the State Auditor's office and shown

by the books of the Commission, the difference being $22.30. The Exeminer's office has,
however, agreed tc attempt to loca*e thie discrepancy before the report is finally sub-
ritted., In order that this might not readily happen agair, the Commission has followed

the reccmmendation of the former auditing committee and adopted a different gystem of book-
keeping, which rew system will be scmewhat identical with the system employed in the
Auditor's office, from vhich a balance will be taken and a cut-off made at the end of each
month,

The cach balance as shown by the Auditor's booke on June 13, 1935, 1s $16,64, In addition
tc this amount, there are certzin items coming from the Rural Hehabilitation Corporation
vith which to operate durirg the mouth of June end until the new appropriation beconmes
available, These items are as follows?

Balance on Project #179=w-== @

Balance on Prcject #194- $

Balunce on Project #210 - --—g 605.20
[

Balance on Project #211
Advances made on Lewia & Clark & Sioux Projects to

be refunded " - $ 324,10
TOTAL 32230.’11?

Ir eddition to the above items, there is a balance due on Project $220 of $647.61, which
perhaps cannot be paid at this time for the reason that there is some question about the
title to the property upon which this project was built. There is also an item of
$232,05 coming to the Commicsion from the School at Grafton, which has been authorized to
te paid by the Board of Administration but has not yet been received.

Your Committee has learned that several hundred dollars have been spent on certain projecte
glong the Cedar River where there is no title to the property in the Commission and where
epparently no effort has been made to secure the title, It is apparent to yow Committee
that no warrants can be issued against this property which would be salable in the open
market, and your Committee is advised that these warrents will not be acceptable tc the
Fural Rehabilitation Corparation. In this connection your Committee recommends that no
construction work be undertaken, nor any funds expended except for preliminary investige
tione, until the title has been ascertaired to be good and some agreement in writing
entered into to the effect that title may be secured,
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Your Committee hss further learned that tcc many of the funds appropriated were spent
during the early months of the work of the Commission, leaving a balance on hand wholly
inadequate to meet the current expenses of the office and other necessary overhead.
Although thie will perhaps not happen under our present budget set-up, it ie deemed
sdvisable to call the Commissions attention to the necessity of carefully scrutirnizing
the balances on hand in the varicus funds before authorizing the expenditure of funds
for new and additional projects from time to time.

Respectfully yours,

¥, THOMPSON

———

(Signed) S.
S, W. Thompson, Chairman

(Sig;ned) __ HENRY HOLT
Henry Holt, Member

(Signed) KENNETH W, SIMONS
Kenneth W, Simone, Member

ewt/fh

It was moved by Comm, Dahl, seconded by Comm, Simons, that the report of the Auditing Com-
cittee be accepted and made a part of the minutes of this meeting, The motion carried, all
Commissioners voting aye,

J. N, Urness, representing the Chamber of Commerce of Willieton, appeared before the Come
rigelon to urge endorsement of the Buford=Trenton Project for comstructicn under the recent
$5,000,000 appropriation. Vice Cheirman Holt stated that the Commission was interested

in a1l North Dakota projects and that the Commission would cooperate in every way possible,

4t 5330 P, M, the meeting recessed until 10 &, M,, Thursday, June 15, 1939.

The meeting was reconvened at 10 A, M., Thursday, June 15, with Commissicnere Holt, Simons,
Dahl and Thompson present, Absent, Governor John Moses,

Comm, Simons stated that at a meeting of the State Advisory Committee, held Wedneeday, June
lh.l:lt wae declded that all records, books and equipment of the State Planning Board, which
ceases to exist July 1, would be removed tc the offices of the State Water Coneervation
Commission, and that the Commissicn will act as custodian,

Comm, Simons, Chairman of the Irrigation Committee, reported that he had a conference with
kr. Cal Ward, Regional Director, Farm Security Administration, whc just came from Washirg-
ton, D, C., and that he had informed him that the Buford-Trenton and Bismarck Irrigation
Frojects were derinitely scheduled to be constructed this year. He based his stztement cn
conferences with Secretary of Agriculture Wallace and John C, Pege, Commieeioner, Bureau of
Feclamation,

Comm, Simons aleo stated that he had talked with J., N, Urnese, representative of the
¥illiston Chembe: of Cormmerce, and that they had reached en agreement that the businessmen
of Biemarck and Willistor would each back their own project and thelr neither would do
énythinz to harm the other.

The following resolution wag irtroduced by Comm. Simons, who moved its adoption:

BE IT RESCLVED that the North Dakotz Water Conservation Commlselon convey to the President,
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Interior, the Director of the Bureau of
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Eeclamation, the Director of WPA, and other agencies, their thanks for listing the
Buford=Trenton end Bismarck Irrigation Projects for early construction under the joint
T A-Reclamation Bureau=Farm Security set-up as directed by the President,

That these are projects nececsary to the economic developmernt of western North Dakota, and
the reduction of the relief load in that section of the stzte, and that further grants
should be made for the conetruction of additlonal projects in North Dakota under thie
syetem, We reccmmerd, in addition to the Buford-Trenton and the Bismarck Projects, (which
we understand already have been approved) construction of the Haley Dam Project or the
nerth fork of the Grand River in Bowman County, and we furthr recommend the construction
of the Painted Woode Irrigation Project in McLean County,

That we call attention of the Federal officials concerned to the fact that approximately 70
persons now regularly employed on the WPA can be assigned to the Painted Woods Irrigation
Project.

That we wish to commend the President, the Congress and othere concerned, for estzbliching
the principle of combining Federal funde with the labor resources of a hard-pressed people
in order that those pecple may make themselves self supporting."

The motion for adotpicn wae seconded by Comm. Dahl, On roll call the following Commissioner:
voted aye: Holt, Thompson, Dahl and Simens. Governor John Moses, absent,

T)e Secratary read a list of bills to be sutmitted for payment June 15 and June 25, and it
woe moved by Comm. Thompson, seconded by Comm, Dahl, that the bille be allowed, by and with
the approval of the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation. On roll call the motion carried, all
Conmi ssicners voting aye,

It was moved by Comm, Dahl, seconded by Comm, Simors, that the next regular meeting be
dispensed with end a speclal meeting in lieu thereof be held ir Bismarck, Friday, July T,
1¢39, On rcll call the motion carried, all Commieslioners voting aye.

No further busiress appearing, the meeting was adjourned.

Re spectfully submitted,
A} PROVEDS %,/ ¥\
/.’

=

D. J. Beakey, Secretary
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