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MIMITES OF A SPECIA¡ MEEÍ'ING

of the

NORTE DAß01Â S1ÂTT WAÎm. CO}TSIFIVATION COUMISSION

belil at
Fargo, Srurday ¡íry 9th, LJJI et J P. M.

the call for a speclal neeting of the Connlsslon ças mad.e at the request of Vlce
Chalrnar¡ Eenry Eolt, sith the aprrroval of the Chalrrnan, Ooyernor Ítùtan Langer.
å11 menbers of the 3oa¡tt were aotifletl of the tlne and. place of the neeting Ùytelègral' sent May 6th, ln corylianee with See. 4 of E. B, Lz| . Ibe rneetlag Fa,s calletlto_ortler at J P. M. ln the assenbly room of the Powars Boüel, Fargo, by Vtcã ChalrnanEolt, in the absence of the Chairnan.

Preeent! Âbsent:

Governor FtLlian langer
Com. tr'ra¡¡k P. lhttney

Oueste:
Geor¡çe S. f,napp¡ tech. åd,vlsor
Dr. Irvln travine, Consultant
E. J. Thomae, State En6íneer.

the Chatrnan stated that lnasmrch as cooies of the nlnutes of the last regular meetlngheltl et Blenrarck, þrl1 l! anil 20, had been gtvea to all rnembers of the dnnlsslon, tÌre
read'tng of sa¡le rould be cllspensed with provlded. tlrere rere no objections. Moveri ùy
Corn¡r. Sinons, seeond,ed. by Com. Olson, tÌ¡at the mlnutes te approvãd.. llhe nrotlo¡
carrled., a-11 Connisgioners votlng aye.

Comm. Eolt preeented. the written report of the Coro¡rtttee appolnteil to appear before tàe
ProJecte conñlttee and the conventlon of the N¡¡.tionel Rlvers and. Ea¡bor-"-Corrgre*",
heId. in Taehington, D. C. A copy of the report ts attachetl hereto a¡¡ê t¡ srlneô úy
the full counl.ttee, conslstin€ of Colmtseioners Eolt antt OLeo¡, anù Dr. trvlã lavlire.A general dlscussloa followeô co4cerning the report. lloved by Conn. 01son, seconderl by
Co¡rn. Slnone that the report be accepted a¡rrl p1àeed. on flle. Ihe rnotlon carrleô, all
Comnlssloners vottng a¡re.

^l[-he 
Secretary read a comrunlcatlon fron Prof . Eorparrt E. Slrnpson, State GeoLoglst of theUnlvereity of North Dakota, ln regard. to mapnfng ¡ork ae to locatton of guadrangle, etc.

The letter was referred. to Chlef Englneer E. J. lhonas.

A resolutlon elgaetl by the County Connissionere of Pe¡rblaa.Corrnty, ras read. wheretn they
urged. the State fater Oonservatton Connlsslon to glve support a¡rd. approval to the RertRtver Basln ProJect.

Moved- by Comr. Slnons, seeond.etl by Conn. OÌson, tbat tb,e resolutlone be referrecl to the
Red 81ver Dralnage Eaeln Comnlesion with asaurarrce that the State later Congeryatlo¡
Connlesion rfll etalrè beblatt the com¡rittee wlth the purpose of iloing everything poesiùleto acco¡rÞlleh the tleeiretl resurts. t'be notton ca¡riãd., all Comnlseioners votlñg-aye.

Conn. Eolt reporùed. that the Rett Rlver Dralnage Basln Comlesloa, coaslstlng of
0overnor Xtlltan Lamger, leo Gauthler, a.nil fer¡ry Eolt-Presldent, Dr. lavinel Secr"tary,a¡d H. A. Broneon, legal Aclvlser. they also toôk approprtate actlon üo support theState later Coneervstlon Comrtssion.

Connr.
Conm.
Corn¡r.
Corun.
Conn.

Henry Eolt
Kenneth Í. Slmons
Gereld C. Olson
J. Arthr¡r Engen
D. J. Seakey.
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lfovetl by Conn. 01son, secontled by Comr. Slmous, that the rqlort te acceptetl a¡tl placeô
on flle. [he roll tes caÌlecl by the Secretary, ell Connisslonere votln¿; eye.

the Conmlttee on Scope and Progra,n reportecl that they batt a¡rproveil 18 proJects as
followss

tro. of Pro .'lect

t,
19
2L
l0
12
tt
38
39
\4

6z
66
6g
72
78
80
8l
87
90

Àopllcant

-

1. 3. Ltnn
C. .l. EeÊs
A. [. Gussner
.Arthr¡r Ea¡teoch
Eùward. ÌIess
louls Signalness
Asnrð ttaqre
Sa¡ford Grinnell
Fred, J. Schmalenber-

ger
C. A. Stewart
Cloncla lynn
John Uercer
;t. t, OrBor¡rke
Charles C lerk
1. A. StenehJen
Sa^ur teverlng
R. A. flIlla^neon
J. G. Houstoa

Eope
f,tll1sto¡
Bis¡erck
Råy
Elgln
Croff
ÍatfortL Clty
Neche

ÂdilreEs

Eebro¡
R€'y
Llnton
Buf orcl
Manda¡r
Livonla
Wllllston
fllllstoa
Buford.
lllltston

Oonni eef on Âctlon

þprovetl
þprovetl
Approvetl
Àpproved
l¡rproveil
Âlrprove<l
Âpproved
Approved.

Approverl
Äpproved.
.Approveil
Âpprovecl
Âpprovecl
A¡¡provetl
Åpproveð
Approvetl
Approved
Approved.

Ioveil by Co¡n¡r. Slnons, seconded. by Courn. 0lson that the report of the Connlttee be
epprovetl. the roll tas calletl by the Secretary, rith alL Comiseloners votlng aye.

llhe Sesreta.ry ras instructeil to rrite to Robert Fechner a¡rtl J. J llcEntee, ttth
request ths.t ftve maln caurps end sl¡ mb-canrps of the CCC bc aesigned to North Dakota.

Uoved by Conn. 01eon, secon¿Ledl by Conur. Engen tbat we cour_oensate Attorney C. J. Kelsch
for servtces rend,ereö. the Secretary callecl the ro11 wlth atl Oonnlsstonere votlng
G.ye.

Conn. Eenry Eolt, reported that the Íar Departnent lnglneers roultl hold. a¡other hearlng
e.bout July flrst, posslbly at Blerna¡ck on th¡ proposal for Mlssor¡¡l Rlvar Dlver¡l.on, a¡d
Xomanr antl Eea¡t-hrtte ProJects. A general d.lecusston followecl, as to the beet neane
of gatherlng tlata to shor beneflùs as a¿;alnst estfunated, cosü.

Uovetl by Comn. 01sou, seeonded by Conn. Slnone, that the Connlseion be constftuted. ln a
Connittee of the fhote to gather ilata and, olb.el eeeentlel facte coverlng l{tseou¡i Rlver
Dlverslou, and Eea¡t-Buttc end Bow¡oau proJect, to be. subnttted rhen the lar Departnent
Eea,rlng le helcL. lhe ¡rotton carrteil, all Comrtssionere votlng aye.

Eovecl by Conn. Simons, eeconded. by Conrn. Engen th¿t Vlce Chairna¡r Eolt be authorlzeô to
erploy l{r. Gus La¡b, of Mlchlgaa, North lÞkota, to d.lrect an economlc survey coverlng
the Sornnan-Beart-hrtte ProJect a¡d. Mlssou¡l Rlver Dlversto¡, ê!d. that he be authorlzeil
rlth the help aaù coneent of the Mls¡or¡¡l Blver Dtverslon comnlttee, to erploy such
help ae he deens necessary. |lhe Secretary callecl the ro11 Étb all Commlssloners votlng
Ef€ ¡
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Moved by Com. S!.nons, seconaled by Conrn. 01son, thåt the Secretary be dtrected. to rrlte
Mr. J. J. l(cEntee, Íashlngton, D. C. asking for the reasslgnrnent of CCC caqps in North
Dakota for conservatlon work, u¡d.er a progrs.D to be d.eveloped by the Techatcal staff of
this Comniseion. lhe rnotlon earrled., all Courissioners votlng aye.

llovetl by Conn. Sl¡nons, eeconded by Conn. Olson, th¿t tbe Bu¡eau of friglneerlr¡€, of the
Departnent of Âgrlcultu¡e be requestetl to inùervene wltb the Arny hgineerlng CorT and
3u¡eau of Recla¡¡atlon of the IÞpartnent of Interlor, ln connectlon witb the re¡lorts of
tbe Íar De,oa¡tnent on l{issor:¡l Biver Diverslon, a^nd Eea¡t-Butte-Bownaa proJects. lhe
motlon .carrled., all ConmisslonerÊ voting; oye.

llr. George S. Knapp, llechnical Âdvlsor to the Oor¡mlssion wae aeked to give the Connie-
sioners hls lrpresslons. Ee reconmended. that çe Dush fa,rrc lrrigatlon, and. thet at
least half tlozen of tbe best oroJects be plckecl by extra attention, ald. be puehed. to
conpletlon for denonetratlon purposes. Ee reconmeniled. that the Comtsglon ôo everythlng
posslble to get the Bureau of Beclanatlon lnterestecl ln frrlgatlon at strltable locatfons
in this state end eepecially along the Missoì¡ri Rlver which could be nade the sùatele
greates êsset.

the o¡estlon of sea:ring larger quarters for the use of the Con¡rlselon was tllscussed and
the 0hair appointed Comr¡. SÍnrons a eonnittee of one wlth power to aet. 

-

No further business appee.rtng, lt was ooved. by Conm. Olson an¿ seconòeil by Co¡n. hgen,
that the nreeting ad.Journ to the call of the Chair. llhe notion ;as ca¡riecl, all Comts-
stoners votlng aye.

liecreta.ry
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MIDÍBESEIP OF IEA¡IS TO CONI'T'M COUNTT UEEÎINOS

TO DISCTISS

soll ÆrD tr^rER coNsmvÁ,rloN

Soil Conserv¿tl.on

1. E. Ir. falster, trargo

2. û¡rness G. lloytl, Park Rtver

t. e. N. Oelszler, Fargo

\. A. D. llc[lnnon, Elsnarck

5. Irvtne DletrlcÌ¡, Pa¡k Btver

6. C. ll. Carleon, Sottineau

Dea¡ No. I

Casselton
EilIeboro

(8. J
(¡. ¡

Ifater Conservation

Eenry Eo1t, Grand. trorke

. tìhonas, Blsmarck

. &ngen, Finley

(Gereltl OÌson, l{ooreton
(Irvfn lravlne, Orand, Forhs

Eeaneth i. Slnons, 3lsma,rck
flÌlla¡r Farmer, Slsnarck

(
(

(n. P. thltney
(t. P. catn -Dlcklusoa

êrand. tr'orks
Pa¡k Rtver
Cavaller

lean No. 2

Finley
Cooperstown
I¡akota
Lengdlon
Carrt[o

n

I
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11

10
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L2
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14

lúa¡t
I

ll
f
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10
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19
æ
21

10
11
L2
L3
14

llay
n

Places a¡¡d. Dates of lteetlugs

AII Meetlngs et 8¡00 P. M.

learn No. J

Íalrpeton
Fornan

(Oscar Eageu, Íatforct Ol.ty
(n. ¡. Bealey, f,ltlIston

Ieau I{o. I
Dicklnson
lûott

Eettlnger
Sonuan¡
f,llkleer

Teau to. 6

Íaüfor<l Gtty
f11Ìlstou
Crosby
f'la¡ton
Sa¡lsh

Ellend.ale
trlsbon
Valley Ctty

12
13
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10
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L2
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14
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L2
u
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Ifåy
ll
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n
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Tea¡n No. ll

Llato¡
Stee1e
Ja$estoml
Feeee¡cle¿
Garrlson

Ilates of nreettngs ln 2J other 0or¡¡tles to be
a¡nou¡ceô Iaùer.
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uay 24, 19J7

llr. D. J. Seakey, Secretary
State Iater Conservation Co¡¡nlssion
Bisnarck, North Dakots

Dea¡ !fr. Beakey¡

Ihere is a question Ín 4v nind. as to the r¡atr¡¡e of tbe ald. given landor¡ers or
lease hold.ers ln the ou¡chsse by the Conmlsslon of pur¡gs, plpe entl otirer equipnent forlrrig¿tion purplng pla.nts, particul-arly as to çheüher the prese¡t nethotl of eitenil-
1¡g such alcl, and the contra.ct wlth the lanðowners relative thereto, conforns to the
provislons of the Iav.

The contract forn now ln use ocvers both tbe en6¡ineerlng snryey antl the constnrc-
tlon of the project. As to construetlon, it providee that the Comllseion ls authorlzed.
to construct- end corrplete proJects upon sucb 

-term" 
a¡rd. conttitions ae lt Ebell preseribe;

tbat the Connteslon ls authorlzed. to furnlsb all naterlals, all labor or materials whleå
be uay be able to provide, and. it further provid.eg tbet upon the conpJ-etlon of ühe pro-
Ject tÏæ total net eost, lldue to the Con¡nlsslon,rr sball òe reôuced, to a pronlssory note
to bea¡ such interest anril to be paid at the time and" ln the nanrner prescrlbett by the
Comtsston. Ihe presrurptLon eeems to be that the aid. le ln the natu¡e of a loan to the
orner and. that the projeet ls h1s property,althor:gh natertal a¡rtl equlpruent for these pro-
Jects ls being purchased. by the Cormlseion in the ne¡e of the State a¡rd the contract nakes
no provlsion ùhat the property ehall belong to tbe owner upon tbe conpl.etlon of the pay-
nentE.

lhe lar authorizes the Oomlsslon to constnrct a¡rtl natntaln torks for the illver-
sion, deLlver¡r ancl d.letrlbutlon of the çater for the lrrlgation of agrlcnltu¡al la¡tt
but lt dloes not seen ùo arrüho¡ize loaas for sucb p'u¡poaes. In sectlon 2J, sulsectton(a) t¡s act doea Been to provid.e for the sale of projects rhleh the 0omnieeton hes con-structeô. If thât 1s true lt çoultl appear that the Conmiesloa shoukl e¡ter l¿to con-
tractc rith laartownerB or lca¡e hold-ers, for the sale to then of the proJects thlch lt
constn¡cte rather thar¡ to enter lnto contracts çlth then for the const¡uctlon of the
proJects. lhe contract' it would. appear, shoulal then provkLe that all üttle to the
¡roJect should. vest ln the land.owDer upon the coqpletlon of, the pa¡mente.

I belleve tt, rtll be well to brlng thle ¡natter to the atteation of the Comrieeion,
your attornêy or both. If tt ls d.eslreè, I shall be glad to go lnto these ¡ratters rlth
you.

Youre very tnrly,

Oeo. S. Knapp
fechnlcal ldvtsor
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June l, 1!l/

llr. D. J. Seakey,
Secretary, North Dalcota
State [ater Conse¡vation
Counlsslon,
3lsnarck, North Dakota

Dear lfr. Beakey:-

Thenks for your Elnd letter ln reply to tbe letter refereô to
you Þy Ooverrro¡ lenger.

I note rhat you say about presenting uy recommend.atione to the çhole
Comtlsslon at lts next neeting' antl after inforually d.lscusslng the natter ¡lth
l{r. Eolt, I a,n attenpting to sumnratize the pronosal in nore convenleat and. tleftnlte
forn, so thst the Cou¡lsstoners Day Eore easlly rurclersta¡cl rhat ls conteß,olatetl.

The service need.ed. ie as folloçe¡-
1. the collecttng anrtl eu.runa¡Lzlng 'of eclenttftc a¡rl technlcal d.¿ts for presenta,tlon

to the .4fl1¡ nneluaers at the hearlng Boon üo be helô to conslôer the Mlssoìlrl
Rlver Diverelon Propoeal.

2. Provlslon for complete a,nd. acr¡¡ate cbenlcal analysls of nurlclpal a¡rd. other çater
st4rplles, tn cooperatlon with the well drllling progra.n, a^ncl then eclentiflc
prospectlng for better ground çater supplles.

3. lechnlcal. advice a¡rtl aseleta¡rce ln problens of vater treatment, a¡rd ln parttegla¡
the fi:rther study of nethocls of reoovlng fluorltles and other h^ardul lngretllents
from water,

l+. Cou.oletiou of the State-uide grounil water survey ebruptly termi¡¿teè by fPÄ
nrllug.

the reconnend.atlons a¡e as follors:-

l. lhat f be a¡lpointeò Iechnical Consr¡lta¡rt' to the North Dakota State Íater Conserve-
tlon Conmlselon at a salar¡r corDnensu¡ate with tbe alutles arrd. responslblllttes
tnctrleat thereto, rlth the urclerstanding that firLl tlne rlll be ôevoteô to rork
tlurlng the gu¡rner, and. part tlne a.fter the openlng of the Unlverslty ln the fs.ll.

2. ll¡at a eta^ff of laboratory aesletante be provtdeô conslsttrg of:-
I aeslsùa¡t chenlst at a sela¡y of tfe5 per month.
J asslstant analysts, each to reeelve $75 per month.

the flrst servlce ¡nenttonerl needs ltttle eonnent or erpla^natlon. It ls
obvious that if the Lrny Engineers a¡e to be favorably tnfluenceð lt wllL be necessatry
to present convlnclng evldence of the actu¡.l need. of the Dlverston a¡d the proof that
the beneflts d.erlvetl wlll Juettfy ühe expend.itr¡¡e. [hie will require the collection
and. organlzatlon of a large Eass of sclentlflc a¡d, tech¡ical tlata, a¡¡d. lts convfncing
pre sentat Lon.

Unfortu¡ately as polnteil out la ny letter üo the Governor, the other
serçicee mentlonetl are not generally ap¡rreclateil. lltre natter of the qr¡eLtty of water
ßtr.Dpllee ls alnost u¡rlvereally overlooked, or d.lsrega^rded. In all of the conferencee
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d.lsetrsslons of Tiater problen¡ f b¿ve yet to hea¡ of a,n¡r serlous consttleratton of
water qtrallty, yet lt ls thls factor that presents perhaps ùhe nost eerLoug
tttfflct¡Lty ln or:r veter problen. flth the e=ceptlon of a few clttes Locatetl o¡ the
Mlssor¡rl a¡rd. the Betl Rlvere, the entlre population of the State fs d-ependent upon
€Xountl water suppllee.

Prlor to the sovere and. prolongeil ilrouth, 1t was usua].ly possible to
obtatn satlsfactory ôonestlc rater supollee fron shallor rrelle¡ but we h¡ow that
ciurlng the past several yea¡s the vater table has been lovered. to such a d.egree
that noet of these shallov welle have gone dry. In the efforü to eecure adeqtrate
supplles wells have been d¡1ve¡ tleep lnto the u¡derlying for¡nattons, and. whlle sucb
wellg geuerally yleld. ôøpendable quanrtities of later, or¡r rater surrey bas ehoça that
ln nany reglone the water obtalned ls aot only unflt for hu¡rs.n consumotlon; but ln many
éases even u¡flt for stock to ctrink. lloEt of tbe d-eeper wel1s carry fluorirles which
runtn the teeth of young chllflren anfl posstbly cause other serlous pþsiological
effects. fn ma,ny lnsta¡ces lt bas been posslbLe througb. sctentlflc prospecttng to
locate satisfactory supplies. lut ln orcler to do thle it ls necessary to have con-
olete antl accurate chemical a.nalyses of the çater. Such a,nalyses rn¡st not be cor¡fused.
vrtth ÈÌre orttlnary rough aad partlal ananvlses so cormronly mad,e, for they requlre the
skt1l of the highest tratnetl experts capable of ôetecting and estimatlng ntnute
quantttles of ha¡Eft¡l substances.

llhe Fed.eral Governnent has been epend.ing very large suns ln this Stete
ln e^n effort to orovllo water for dlstressed. co"rr4ìrrltles. I:f these efforts a¡e to
be effectlve' lt ls necessary that the State provlde sorne Eea¡a of glving proqpt aatl
reliable kdornetion on the o-uality of the water obtalned.. No other agency ls prepa.reô
to glve at once the e¡pert service requirerl for thls cooperatlon.

If the a.nalytlcal service sug¡çested ca¡ be orga.nlzed at once it rl11
be posslble to retaln assistants alrea{v hlgbly tralaed anô e:çerfenceil ln thls eractlng
work. Ítüh the help of the snall group specified. 1t will be poesible to give prompt
antl efficient service and to ren<ler valuable ald. to the Connlsslo¡ ln all problens
lnvolvlug cherntcal lnfornatloa.

Flnally tt may be polntetl out that the total expe¡se lnvolved te lnslg-
¡tflcant coryaretl to the vltal assista¡ee whlch this set-up ls prepa,red. to give.

Eoping that these recomenclatlons nay meet wlth yor:r favor e¡tl th¿t
of the Comrtselon, f an

Very slncerely yours,

G. Â. Abbott
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Jvne 9, 1937

l{r. D. J. Bealcey¡ Secretary
North Dalcota State later Conservatlo¡ Cosûlselon
Slsnarclr, North Dakota

Dear llr. Deakey:

r vas gIaô to recelve yonr letter of uay zTth and recall wtth
pleasure our ea¡ller meetir:gs pa.rticularly ln connectio¡ witb.
the Íllllsto¡ lla¡ Departnent hea.ring.

Íe are stt1l ln correspondence wtth the Director of the unlterl
States Geologlcal survey regartling Just rhat çtll be ôone wlth,
the $5000.C0 or Ìess to be used. in cooperatlve rork la topo-
graphlc napplng çlth the Unltett States Oeologlcal Snrvey, but
tentatlvely we have eubmitteô to Dr. Mend.enhall, Director, the
followirg proposlt ionst

(1) If poselble, a conpletlon an<l publication of the f. E. De.r-
ton Ease üopographtc rnap of the state of Nortb H<ota, ecale 1
üo !0O'OO0, contour interval 100 feet;

(2) llhe next quadraagle reoonnend.ed. for survey fe that l¡cÌuil-
lng Eeart Sutte end the proposetl d.a¡ on the Eee¡t Rlver hoJect.

lh,is seens to be of the nost inneitiate lnporüa,nce of aay i¿ the
state, altbongh our reconnendatlon ls tentatlve a¡¡d. subJect to
change before rork. begins.

Very tnrly yoì¡ls,

Eowa¡tl E. Slnpsoa
Süate Geologtst

EEE¡nb


