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The North Dakota State l,later
Commission held a.meeting on March 17, .l988, in the lower level cónference
room of the 0ld State Office Building, Bismárck, North Dakota. 

-Goue"nor-
chairman, _George A. sinner, called-ihe meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., andrequested Interim sl.!: Engineer-secretary, oavi¿ A. sprynczynaiyk, to callthe roll and present the agenda.

MI NUTES

North Dakota State Water Cormission
Bismarck, North Dakota

March 17, l9Bg

MEMBERS PRESENT:
GõE-ernorTeorge A. S ì nner, Chai rman
Lt. Governor Lloyd Omdah1
Richard Backes, Member fronr Glenburn
.]oycg Byerly, Member from Watford City
Jaggb Gust, Member from West Fargo
l'lilliam Lardy, Member from Dickiñson
Daniel Narìock, Member from 0slo, MN

Jerome Spaeth, Member from Bjsmarck
David Sprynczynatyk, Interim State Engineer-secretary, North Dakota

State Water Commission, Bismarck

MEMBERS ABSENT:
GñrE-.lones, Formissioner, Department of Agricuìture, Bismarck

OTHERS PRESENT:
SEãT-e tlãTõi-Gnrmi ss i on Staff Members
Approximately 20 persons jnterested ìn agenda items

The attendance register is on file'in the state l,later commission
offices (fi'led with official copy of minutes).

The meeting was recorded to assist in comp'ilation of the minutes.

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
OF DECEMBER 9, I987 MEETING -
APPROVED

The mi nutes of the December
1987 meeting were approved by t
following motìon:

9
he

It was moved by Commissioner Gust, seconded
by Commìssioner Lardy, and unanimousìy carried,
that the minutes of the December 9, ì987 meetiñg
be approved as circulated.



B

CONSIDERATION 0F MINUTES In considerìng the minutes of theqf !4ryqARy rs, rgBB TELEPHONE January 15, ígea teiepñoñã confer-
C0NFERENOE CALL MEETING - ence -cali ,ãõii;õ;-"öiljssioner
APPROVED, AS AMENDED ¡¡arlock requested - the tofiowiñg
sion of consideration of the Devirs r-a¡<erålliåi"ffirìli::'FÍ,li il:"Í.ìilå::tions Report:

Commiss'ioner Narlock indicated he has some reservations relat.iveto stump Lake which he wouìd address at the next state l.later
Corrunission meeting.

It was moved by Conmissioner Narlock, seconded
by Commissioner Gust, and unanimousìy carried,
that the minutes of January ìS, lggg-be amendédto 'include the language as stated above.

It was moved by Comm'iss.ioner Nar'lock, seconded
by Corrni ssioner Gust, and unanimously carr.ied,that the minutes of January lS, lggg-be approúed,
as amended.

TEMPORARY SICK LEAVE ABSENCE Governor Sinner indicated State0F STATE ENGINEER, VERNON FAHY Engineer, vernon ra¡rv, 
-ir-on 

temp-

sursery and rehabiliration. The .tt..n3lu;år.;Ï5rrt;l:;rr:l"ortofilrliîil
Sand, Assistant Attorney General, outlines some of the duljes of the Officeof the State Engineer and the procedure as required by law fór uppôinting atemporary State Engineer. It was recommended that Dävi¿ A. spi!ñðzynat!¡,
PrE.-,_be appointed as Interim state Engineer during vernon rahy,i'i"rpo"urysick leave absence.

Engineer required by ìaw.

Upon Vernon Fahy's return to work on'a full-time
bas'is, Dav'id A. Sprynczynatyk shal I be rel.ieved
of the position of State Engineer and Mr. Fahy Ís
reappoi nted. SEE APPENDI X ',4" .

GARRISON DMRSI0N PROJECT - Governor Sinner jndicated the pre-
MR&I PROGRAM FISCAL YEAR sident,s l9g9 federal nuOgãt iñ_
1989 BUDGET çludes $26.8 mjllion for the Garr-
(Sl,lC Project No. 237-3) ison Divers.ion projeci. 0f this

amount, $7.3 million has been ten-tatively allocated to the MR&I program by the úureau of Reclamation, which
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w'i I 1 be al I ocated to the vari ous MR&I projects by the State l,Jater
Comm j ss'ion and the Garri son Di vers'ion Conservancy Di strict. The Governor
expressed concern the tentative MR&I federal allocation will not be
sufficient for the projects that could be ready to receive 1989 fund'ing.
The five-year p'lan for the MR&I program shows up to a $12 milìion need for
projects ìn .l989, 

which does not include the Southwest Pipel'ine Project.

Governor Sinner stated he and staff
are current'ly negot'iatìng with the Congressional Delegation in an effort to'increase the ì989 MR&I program aìlocation and sajd that many difficult
dec'isions will have to be made in prioritiz'ing the availab'le funds.

Comm'issioner Lardy expressed
concern that the State [,later Commission may have over-extended itself
regardìng the number of projects to be developed and said 'it may be
necessary f or the Commi ss'ion to consi der i ncreasi ng the 'level of I oca'l
partìcìpation on projects.

CONTINUED DISCUSSION RELATIVE
TO SHEYENNE RIVER FLOOD CONTROL

PROJECT AND CONSIDERATION OF

cosT SHARING REQUEST FoR FIRST
PHASE OF PROJECT
(Sl/C Project No. 1344 )

present an
F'l ood Cont
components

Danìel Twichel l, Fred Selberg and
Robert Broadshaug, representing the
Southeast Cass Water Resource Di st-
rict; Joseph Harbeke and l,Jesley
Beilke, Mapìe River Water Resource
District; and, Jeff Volk, Moore

upd
rol
of

Engìneering, were in attendance to
ate to the Commission members relative to the Sheyenne River

Project. They also discussed the features of three
the project and requested the Conmission's consideration for

funding assistance'in the eìig'ible non-federal costs for the first phase of
the project, wh'ich is the l,{est Fargo-Rivers'ide Divers'ion Project.

Through a seri es of maps and
charts, Jeff Volk, Moore Eng'ineering, reviewed flooding history in the
Sheyenne R'iver Valley and presented a status report to the Commission
members on the total Sheyenne River Flood Control Project. Mr. Vo'lk
explaìned the features of three project components, whjch are considered
the total Sheyenne River Fjood Control Project: l) levees and diversjon
at t'lest Fargo-Riverside; 2) 'levees and diversion between Horace and West
Fargo; and, 3) a detention dam on the Map'le R'iver.

The hlest Fargo-Riverside Diversion
project is the fìrst phase scheduled for construction. Mr. Volk exp'lained
the purpose of this diversion project is to prov'ide .l0O-year protection for
the West Fargo-Rìverside area. F'loodwaters would be diverted into the
d'iversjon channel at an upstream structure located on the Sheyenne River
south of Interstate 94. The naturaì Sheyenne River channel within the
project area would then be used for storage of interior drainage. Durìng
normal conditions low flows wou'ld continue through the natural channel.

The major components of the
djversion project include: closure structures at the upstream and
downstream end of the project area consisting of two 8-foot by lO-foot box
culverts with a pump at the downstream c'losure structure; d'iversion inlet
structure; d'ivers'ion channeì around l.lest Fargo and Riversìde; diversion
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outlet structure to Cass County Drain #Zl; bridges at County Road #17,Interstate 94 and 12th Avenue; and, tiebick'levees.

Mr. Volk indicated the estimated
.4 mi'll ion, with non-federal costs of

the diversjon project costs are land
tìon for the levee construction and
construction to start in l9g9 and

r,r9:!. Farso and Riverside surrer .. :rå::;:ollflr:i ll;.:'åffi.;: tift'iîäl;
million and the project has a benefit/cost-ratio of l0:.|. Mr]- Volk alsoconmented that the Southeast Cass Water Resource District has heio publichearings f9. peopìe in the assesseJ area and has receiveJ- iùpport andapproval .through the vot'ing process. The project provides mutn neededflood control and has receivèd strong local an¿ ie¿eräl suppõrt.--

Daniel Twichel ì eìaborated on thethree -project components of the Sheyenne River F'lood Contioi Èrð¡ect andnoted local Boards have done an excelient job of educating pãopìe- relativeto the project. He rejterated the strong iocal and fedeiãl'iuppõrt for theproject.

0n September 8, 'l 987 , the StateWater Commission recommended a formul , based on revenúes or io.z millionfor the 1987-1989 biennium, by whicñ $e.0 million was allocated from theResources Trust Fund for the tlesi Fargo-R'iverside Diversiòn È.ðjeðt. Dav.idSprynczynatyk presented a request reðeived on December B, 'l9Si- from theSoutheast Cass blater Resource Board for the Cormission's'conlideration forfunding assistance of the eligible non-federal costs for construct.ion ofthe West Fargo-Riverside Diversion project.

In discussion of the request forfunding assistance of_the e'ligìble non-federal costs for the West Fargo-Rjverside Diversjon Project, Governor Sinner recommended because of theuncertainty of the ì989 federa'l Garrison Diversion MR&I fundi;g -;ìlocat.ion

1! this time, the Comm'ission consjder deferrìng action òn:piõjeðts untilthe Commission's next meet.ing.

wlth Governor sinner,s recofrfnendation, Iff ri:tiffilSitri'"il!fi;:"rt3ff:ii:i
the importance of continuing nggltiations with the Congressionai ãeiegáii.;in efforts to increase the 1989-Garrison Diversion MR&i federál aiiocation.

The Commi s s'i on members comp ì i mentedproj.ect representatives on what appears to be a good project'unà- nu,laid out and presented.

It was moved by Commissioner Backes, seconded
by Cormissioner Lardy, and unanimously carried,
that the State Water Conmission defer action oñ.
the re_quest for funding assìstance of the eìigible
non-federal costs for the lrlest Fargo-Riverside
Diversion project until the commisiion,s next meeting.

the
wel I
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Governor Sinner leaves the meeting
and the chair is assumed by Lt. Governor L'loyd Omdah'l.

CONTINUED DISCUSSI0N RTLATIVE David Sprynczynatyk reviewed the
T0 REQUEST FR0M CITY 0F GRAND project status-and-prior Corrnission
FORKS FOR COST SHARING IN NON- actions relating to the Grand Forks
FEDERAL SHARE FROM RESOUR0ES Riverside park Dam project. The
TRUST FUND FOR GRAND FORKS original dam was bu.iìt iñ lgzs ano
RIVERSIDE PARK DAM during a major repair in ì97g it
(StlC Project No. 520-2) was ðetermiñed that the dam could

fai I and a new dam was necessary.Activities resu'lted in the .l984 preliminary engineering report, which hãs
been used to produce a final design for a new dam,- with construction
scheduled to begin in the fall of 1988.

Mr. Sprynczynatyk i ndi cated theproject was discussed at the State I'later Comnission meetlngs of 0ctober 2l
and December 9, 1987. The Commission, at its October 2l meeting, decidedto defer action on the fund'ing request until a later date. Since thattime, the final design has been completed by the engineering staff and the
required state and federaì permit applicat'ions have been submitted and are
estimated to be approved by May ì, 1988. The city of Grand Forks is
present'ly in the process of obtaining land and easements for the dam.

The dam i s proposed to be
c_onstructed by util'izing Garrìson Diversion MR&I funds. Although complete
ryf&l funding has not been approved by the Garrison Diversion Conservancy
Di stri ct, the fi nal request i s anti ci pated to be presented at thâ
District's next meeting. The tota'l cost of the project js estimated to be
$2.555 million, not jncluding land, with the required non-federal share of
25 percent being $638,750. The Cìty of Grand Forks requested a loan be
made available from the Resources Trust Fund for the non-federal share.
The 'loan would be over a S0-year perìod at approximately 6.5 percent
interest. Th'is reflects the policy agreed to by the State tlater Conmission
and the Garrison Diversion Conservancy Djstrict in the development of the
MR&I program. The exact interest rate would be based on FmHA guidelines at
the time of execution of the agreement.

It was the recommendation of the
State Engineer that the State Water Commission approve a loan from the
Resources Trust Fund in the amount of $638,750, for a period of 50 years,
at the FmHA interest rate applicable at the time of executing the
agreement. The State Engìneer's recorlmendation aìso indicated the costs
incurred on the project thus far, approximately $100,000, be consìdered as
a part of the loan for the non-federal share.

Frank 0rthmeyer, Grand Forks City
Engineer and Director of Public Works, further commented on the project.

Cormissioner Byerly expressed her
concern relative to the uncertainty for the 1989 federal funding for
the Garrison Diversion MR&I program and said this js not an appropriate
t'ime for the State l^later Commission to be considering loans from the
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Resources Trust Fund or any fund. She advised that the City of Grand Forks
:hotlld expìore other avenues of funding for their non-feáeral share offunding for this project.

gity or Grand Forks has not investisut.l"iL.t::1il:i:i.t";:li:Í"orll",.ll!
for the non-federal share of the erañ¿ Forks Riversiãe-park'ôãm pro¡ect.

the comrnission,s_ocrober 2ì, re87 meetirüi'rnloäiffií{li:i*me;¡å::o.lfl:rrå:
reservations relative to setting preceãent of approving ìong-ierm loansfrom the Resources Trust Fund- for water ¿evälopmeñt p.ð¡ããt, at asubsidized rate of interest. The staff was directäd at tl¡at-meeting toprovìde the Commission members with a chronologìca1 report oi i¡e-nesourcesTrust Fund prior to its December meeting. At the Decämber g, iggZ StateWater Commission. meeting the members discussed financing-atiårnaiiu"t forassistance in the non-federa'l share of project costs under the Gar¡isonD'iversion MR&I program. The alternatìvei oiscussed by the Conmission
members were fund'ing from the Resources Ïrust Fund and the Stãte hlater
Commission Contract Fund that wouid assist entities to make repàyment ofthe non-federal share 'if they were unable to provide thejr share" at thebeginnilg of a water suppty project. The Commìssion reviewed a memorandumat its December 9, 1987 meeting regarding the use of the Contract Fund forloans to provide fjnancial aõsisIance ior water supp'ly projects. f,lr.Sprynczynatyk'indicated that it does appear sufficient ioån äut¡ority ìs ìn
pì ace.

Conmissioner Lardy Ínquired ifstaff has done any additional work on loan concerns previouËly eipressed bythe Commission members. Mr. Sprynczynatyk repììä¿ ¡ottr t[.re bfrice of
Management and Budget and the Bank of Ñorth Dakôta have been contacted
regarding loan authority for water projects and both have advised the State
Water Commission has authority to make ìoans.

The Conmi ss i on members di scussedthe alternative of considering a grant from the Contract Fund for the
Grand Forks Rjverside Park Dam piojeci. Mr. Sprynczynatyk indicated thatthe current policy of the State Water Commission-couid piovìde up to 50percent financial assistance of the eìigible non-federal costs fôr water
suppìy projects.

It was moved by Conm'issioner Lardy and seconded
by Conmissionei Nar'lock that the State l,later
Commission d'irect the State Engineer and staff
to prepare a draft loan agreement for the non-
federal share of eligible costs from the Resources
Trust Fund for the Grand Forks Riverside park Dam
project for the Conrnission,s consideration at ìts
next meeting.

In discussion of the motion, it wasthe consensus of the Commìssion members that staff work with thé Grand
Forks representat'ives in drafting the loan agreement.
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Cormjss'ioners Backes, Gust, Lardy, Nar'lock,
Spaeth, and Lt. Governor 0mdahl voted aye.
Cormiss'ioner Byerly voted nay. Recorded vote
was 6 ayes; 'l nay. The Chairman declared the
motion carried.

It was moved by Cormissioner Spaeth and seconded
by Corrnissioner Byerly that the State lJater
Cornmission direct the State Engineer and staff
to prepare a draft alternative proposal for
the Commission's consideration at its next
meetìng that would provide a grant from the
Contract Fund for up to 50 percent fjnancial
ass'istance in the e'ligible non-federa'l costs
for the Grand Forks Riverside Park Dam project.

In discussion of the motion, it was
the consensus of the Conmission members that staff work with the Grand
Forks representatives jn drafting the Contract Fund grant proposal.

Commissioners Backes, Byerly, Gust, Lardy,
Narìock, Spaeth, and Lt. Governor Omdahl
voted aye. There were no nay votes. The
Chairman declared the mot'ion unanimously carried.

UPDATE 0N SOUTHIIJEST Dale Frink, Manager of the South-
PIPELINE PROJECT west Pìpe'l'ine Project, stated Con-
(StlC Project No. 1736) tract 2-3A is scheduled for bid

opening on April 12, ì988, which
jnvolves l0 miles of 30-ìnch p'ipe'line located primarì'ly in the Richardton-
Taylor area. The bid estimate is approximately $3.1 mitlion.

Federal f unds f or 1988 tota'l 1 i ng
$5 .8 mi I I i on have been approved for the Southwest Pi pel i ne Project, of
whi ch $2,255,000 have been recei ved. Mr. Frink stated there are
indications that another $l-2 nillion of additional funds may be allocated
ìn June, 1988. The $5.8 million, along wìth appropriated State funds, ìs
adequate for Contracts 2-2F and 2-34.

Mr. Fri nk di scussed I989 f edera'l
funding, wh'ich includes $26.8 mil ìion for the Garrison Proiect. 0f this,
$7.3 million has been tentatively a'llocated to the Garrison MR&I program by
the Bureau of Reclamat'ion. The Garrison Diversìon Conservancy District and
the State Water Commission will allocate the $7.3 million to the various
MR&I projects, and Mr. Frink stated there are a number of significant
projects that could be ready for funding in 1989. Congress'ional contacts
have been made to increase the'1989 MR&I funding and Mr. Frink said many
diffìcu'lt decisions will have to be made in prìoritizing available funds.

Mr. Frink stated the U.S. Bureau of
Recl amation audi ted the Southwest Pi pe'l 'ine Project expend'itures f rom July
l, 1977 to June 30, .1987 on February 24-26, l9BB. The purpose of the aud'it

March 17, 1988



l4

was to verify the State expenditures eligible for the 25 percent cost share
requ'irement of the MR&I program. Mr. Frink cormented the audit went very
wel ì and esssenti a'ly al I State costs were determi ned e'li gi ble. At the end
of June, 1987, $21.2 mjllion had been spent on the Southwest Pìpeìine
Project, wjth $15.9 mil'ljon State funds and $5.3 miìlion federal funds.

In discussìng the water treatment
fac'ilit'ies for the Southwest P'ipeìine Project, Commissìoner Lardy corrnented
they wilì not be developed for several years due to decreased State and
federal funding. He added the City of D'ick'inson has been adv'ised its water
treatment plant must be upgraded at an estimated cost of $3 million.
Commiss'ioner Lardy stated the Cìty will be spending a considerab'le amount
of money on upgrading its water treatment p'lant, which will be used to the
benefit of the pipe'ìine project, and felt this must be taken into account
when consjdering the water treatment fac'ilities for the Southwest Pìpeline
Project.

trihalomethanes on
Bartlett t.lest/Boyle
mon'i tor i ng program
matter.

Mr. Frink addressed the problem of
water coming out of Lake Sakakawea and advised that

Eng'ineeri ng i s deve'lopi ng recommendati ons through a
which wil'ì prov'ide more insight on how to handle the

GARRISON DMRSI0N PROJECT - David Sprynczynatyk indicated the
MR&I PROGRAM FISCAL YEAR 19BB present Fiscal Year 1988 federal
BUDGET ALL0CATI0N APPROVAL fund'ing for the Garrison Diversion
(SlrlC Project No. 237-3) MR&I program is $8,545,000, which

i ncl udes unspent funds tota'l 'l i ng
$855,000 from FY 1987. Mr. Sprynczynatyk stated the following allocation
of FY 1988 funds u,as recommended to the Garrison Diversion Conservancy
Distrjct, and approved by its Executive Board on February 23, 1988,
recogn'izing this js a budget allocatjon and not necessarily the approval of
granting funds. Mr. Sprynczynatyk stated that separate actions granting
funds wjll be required for each project, except the Southwest P'ipelìne
Project which is underway.

State Engi neer
breakdown for
funds :

It u/as the recommendation of the
that the State Water Conanission approve the folìowing

the al'location of Fiscal Year 
.l988 federal MR&I program

Grand Forks Riverside Park Dam

Langdon Water Supply
Mclean-Sheridan l,later Supply
Northwest Area I'Jater Supply Study
Mjscel laneous Projects
Southwest Pipeìine Project

$ 375,000
I,325,000

I 50,000
1 1 2,500
780,000

5,802 ,500

Tota.l Fiscal Year 1988 Allocation $8,545,000

It was moved by Commissioner Nar'lock and seconded
by Commissioner Lardy that the State l,later Commission
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approve the above-l'isted breakdown for the al I ocat'ion
oi'fiscal Year 

.l988 federal Garrison Divers'ion MR&I

program funds.

Commjss'ioners Backes, Byer'ly, Gust, Lardy,
Narlock, Spaeth, and Lt. Governor Omdahl voted
aye. There were no nay votes. The Chairman
declared the motion unanimously carried.

GARRISON DIVERSION PR0JECT - David Sprynczynatyk reported 71

CoNSIDERATION OF REQUESTS FoR communities have expressed an in-
MR&I pR9GRAM FUNDINI fOn terest and have requested funding
FEASIBILITY STUDIES, ass'istance through the Garrison Di-
DESIGN AND C0NSTRUCÍI0N version MR&l program. 0f the 7l
(SWC Project Nos. 237-11, 237-12,
?37 -14, 237 -15 , 237 -16, 237 -17 ,
and 237-13)

uni ties' expense Prior to bei ng co
f easi b'i 1 i ty studY.

Randy Binegar, Garrison Dìversion
MR&I progran Manager, presented and discussed in detai I six specific
project ãpplicatioñs that have requested Gamison D'iversion MR&I program

funãs for tire feasibìlity study phase of the'ir project. -_In addition, the
ds for its feasibilìtY, design and

expl ai ned that the dol I ar f i gure
r eãch proiect and the rema'ining 25

ibjlity of the local sponsor. The
funds requested totals $117,185.

It was the recommendation of the
State Engineer that the State Water Conmission approve Garrison Diversion
MR&I progiam funds for the following projects:

Abercrombie (Feasibi ì ìtY StudY)
Agass'iz (Feas j bi'l i tY StudY)
mã¿¿ock (Feasibi lity StudY)
North Vaì1ey (Feasibi'l'ity Study)
Tol na (Feasi bi I i tY StudY)
Tri-County (FeasibiIitY StudY)
Kenmare (Feasibility Study, Design

and Construction)

'l,500
1 5,000
4,500

l '1 
,250

5,625
'l l ,250

$

Total Requests for MR&I Funding $ll7'l85

Mr. Bi negar ì ndi cated that
Garrison Diversion Conservancy Distrjct considered and approved all of
ãOou. requests for MR&I fund'ing at their February 23, 1988 meeting'

Consultant, and James Grueneich, Mayor
the C'ity of Kenmare's request for MR&I

6g,060

James Skaret, North Central
of the Cìty of Kenmare, e'labored on

f und'ing f or the feas'ibi ì i ty study,

the
the
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design and.project constructjon phases. Mayor Grueneich stated that theconcrete cistern constructed in .l908 curiently serves as a storagãreservojr for Kenmare's water d'istribution system and has interim storalefor refill of the overhead tank. The cistern has numerous probìems due ioìts age. Deterioration of the ex'isting structure has led to tne inf'low ofsurface water which contamìnated the water supply. The State Health
Department has requ'ired the cìty to superchlorinate-the water supply untii
the cistern can be rep'laced. The Mayor indicated that the replaääment ofthe cistern and'its distribution purnps are the primary cons'ideration of the
proposed project due to the contamination probìem with the existingcistern. Mayor Gruenejch extended his appreciation to the Conmissioñ
members for their consideration of the City of Kenmare's request for MR&I
program funding.

It was moved by Cornmissioner Spaeth and seconded
by Cormissioner Byerly that the State l,Jater
Commission approve a total of $117,'l85 of Garrison
Diversion MR&I program funds for the fo'llowing
projects, cont'ingent upon the availability of-funds:

Abercrombie (Feasìbi'l ity Study)
Agassìz (Feas'ibiì ity Study)
Maddock (Feasìbi'lity Study)
North Valley (Feasibility Study)
Tolna (Feas'ibi I ity Study)
Tri-County (Feasibi 1ity Study)
Kenmare (Feasibility Study, Design

and Construction)

$l
t5
4

't't

5
ll

,500
,000
,500
,250
,625
,250

68,060

Total Approved for Garrison
Diversion MR&I Program Funds $l't7,185

In discussion of the mot'ion,
Comm'issioner Gust expressed his concern relative to the Water Cor¡rnission
and the Conservancy District approv'ing funds for feas'ibility studies onprojects that maynotbebui'ìt, whichinturnwil'l meanless funds for
projects that are found to be significantìy ìmportant. Commissioner Gust
saìd that may be we shou'ld be look'ing at alternatives in order to be more
selective of projects request'ing funds for feasibility studies, which couldresult in requiring a greater share of local part'icipat'ion in the non-
federal share. This may eliminate some of the projects so that all of the
money 'isn't spent on feasi bi 1 i ty studi es.

Cormissioners Backes, Byer'ly, Gust, Lardy,
Narlock, Spaeth, and Lt. Governor Omdahl
voted aye. There were no nay votes. The
Chairman declared the motjon unanimously
carri ed.
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GARRISON DIVERSION PR0JEcr - David sprynczynatyk presented a re-
CONSIDERATI0N 0F ADDITI0NAL quest for- tträ Cormlssion's consjd-
MR&I PROGRAM FUNDS FOR eration for additional Garrison Di_
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY versjon MR&I program funds for work
ASSOCIATED WITH LANGDON relat'ing to 'thã cu'ltural resource
RURAL lrlATER SUPPLY PROJECT survey associated w.ith the Langdon
(SWC Project No. 237-6) nurat Water Supply project. The

total cost of the survey is estima-
t9¿ q! $38,500, and-the Langdon Rural Water Users has guaranteeá páynent ofthe 25 percent non-federal share of the cultural resource survey coits.

Ron French, KBM Eng'ineering, indi-.9!9d.this survgY is a federal requirement and expiained thð procedure that
wi 'l I be i nvoì ved i n -the survey. He noted the survey must be comp'leted i n
order that federal funds will be alìocated for the pioject

In dì scussing the request foradditional funds for the cultural resource survey, sõme of the Conmission
members expressed their objection to approvÍng 

-Garrison 
Diversion MR&Iprogram funds for the cultural resource survet for projects and strongly

stressed that staff continue to work with the Bureau of Reclamation in -air
attempt to lift, or reìax this requirement.

17

It was the recommendation of the
!!q!" Engi neer that the State l,later Commi ss i on approve Garri son D'ivers i on
MR&I program funds not to exceed $28,875 for the cultural resource survey
assocjated with the Langdon Rural Water Supply project.

It was moved by Corm'issioner Lardy and seconded
by Corm'issioner Byerly that the State hlater
Conmission approve Garrison Diversion MR&l
program funds not to exceed $ZB,87S to conduct
the cultural resource survey for the Langdon
Rural l,Jater Suppìy Project, contì ngent upon the
ava'ilability of funds.

Commissioners Backes, Byerly, Gust, Lardy,
Nar'lock, Spaeth, and Lt. Governor Omdahl
voted aye. There were no nay votes. The
Chairman declared the motion unanimously
carri ed.

UPDATE 0N DEVILS LAKE At the January 15, lggg state
FL00D C0NTR0L PROJECT hJater comnissioñ meeiing, the conrn-
(swC Project No. 1712) ission members approuõá the Final

Report of the Devi I s Lake Out'let
Convnittee, chaired by Commissioner Backes, regarding the flood controlproject at Devils Lake, and requested the report be þresented to Senator
Burdick to be considered for authorization. Mr. Sprynczynatyk ìndicated
the report has been presented to Senator Burdick but not inlroduced in the
1988 lrlater B'il I 'legìs'lation because the Corps of Engineers had not
completed its report. As soon as the Corps completes -its report theproject will then be considered for inclusion in the 1988 tlater Bill for
author i zati on .
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Mr. Sprynczynatyk cormented thatthere is some concern that_the peop'le in the Grand Forks and Fargo areas
need assurance that there will not be any degradation of their watãr suppìy
by develgqing the Devi'ls Lake F'lood Contro'l Project. Several meetings hävä
been held Ín the area relat'ive to this concern and Mr. sprynciynatyk
i ndi cated that addi ti onal meeti ngs wi I I be requi red.

Cormissioner Narlock expressed
reservations relative to the additjonal water in Stump Lake and inquired ifthere had been research done relative to the elevation height of the landto the northeast in Nelson County. He also expressed concein that he feels
there will be object'ions to the project from environmentarists.

Commissioner Backes said the Corpsof Engineers have researched the area referred to by Conmissjoner Narlock,
and he sa'id the problem that is of the most concern'is the degradation oithe water quaììty. Commìss'ioner Backes pointed out the environmental
representatives on the Committee appeared satisfied and accepted the
recorunendat'ions in the final report.

Ben Varnson, Chairman of the Nelson
County tlater Resource Board, addressed Cornmi ssi oner Narl ock ' s concerns,
commented on the recommendations, and concìuded by saying Nelson County hai
accepted the recormendations 'in the Committee's Fjnal Report.

Comm'issioner Spaeth leaves the
meeti ng.

UPDATE ON TNTER-BASIN WATER Dr. Jay Le.itch, Associate Djrector
TRANSFER STUDY PROGRA|\4 of the l,{ater Resources Research In-
(BI0TA STUDY), AND CoNSIDERATIoN stitute at North Dakota state uni-
0F FUNDING FOR CALENDAR YEAR versity, summarjzed the fjnal re-
1988 FOR RESEARCH PROGRAM port for the "Identificat'ion of
(SWC Project No. 1828) Canadian Concerns Regarding the

Garri son Di vers'i on Un i t i n North
Dakota", dated January, l9BB. Dr. Leitch indicated the purpose of thjs
report tryas to identify and categorize Canadian concerns and 'issues
regardìng the Garrison Diversion Unit re'lative to thejr nature and areas ofpotential research and to develop research proposaìs for those priority
areas where research could help resolve concerns.

Dr. Lei tch di scussed three possi b'le
courses of action that resulted from thìs study: ì) reso'lve the biota
transfer issues outside the scientific arena; 2) the project's sponsors,
the State Water Commission and the Garrison Diversion Conservancy D'istrict,
cou'ld seìect and fund some or all of the 11 proposed projects; and 3) the
Water Resources Research Institute could serve as project manager and
select, administer, synthesìze, and integrate the studies.

Dr. Leitch stated that alternative
No. 3 appears to be the most effic'ient, least subjective approach to
answering questions about the technicaì/scientific issues surrounding the
b'iota transfer. Instead of funding separate studìes, the Water Resources
Research Institute would act as the overal I study manager, funding
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'ind'ividual princ'ipa1 investigators to accomplish various relevant tasks
leadìng towards a predetermined and weìl-defined goal. The l,Jater Resources
Research Institute wou'ld admin'ister a'll fundÍng, with the Associate
Director d'irectìy responsibìe, as project manager, for maintainìng and
keeping the overalì study on the most direct path to achieving its
objectives. A technicaì advisory team consisting of three principa'l
i nvest'igators , or sc'ienti sts, one Canadi an, one ecol ogì c systems sc'ienti st,
and one individual from the Governor's 0versight Committee would be
established to review and oversee projects. Quarterìy and annuaì progress
reports would be provìded to the State I'later Commission and the Garrison
Diversion Conservancy District and the Governor's Oversight Conmittee for
review and feedback.

Commj ssioner Lardy suggested that
unless there 'is some particìpation by the Canadians, regardless of the
quaìity and extent of this study, ìt simply w'ill not be accepted north of
the border because whatever the results would be considered to be b'ìased'in
favor of the American interests.

At the Comm'issi on 's January 15,'1988 meeting, Commiss'ioner Guy brìefed the members on the status of this
proiect and stated a request for funding the research program was presented
to the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Board of Directors for its
consideration to pledge up to $50,000 for calendar year l98B and that the
budget process for establish'ing prìorìties for approprìating money consider
$100,000 for the following caìendar year for the research program. The
request to pledge up to $50,000 for calendar year 1988 was approved by the
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Board of Directors at its January
8,'1988 meeting. Commissioner Guy requested that'in order to strength the
Inter-Basin Biota Transfen Research Study that the State Water Cornmission
should also consider pìedgìng funds for calendar year ì988 and requested
thìs ìtem be pìaced on the Commjss'ionrs agenda for d'iscussion and
consideration at'its next meeting.

The State bJater Commi ssion considered
and discussed a request for pledging up to $50,000 for the Inter-Basin
Biota Transfer Research Study for calendar year 1988. In discussing this
request, it was the consensus of the Commission members that Canadian
participation in thjs research program ìs very important and should be a
part of the Technical Cornm'ittee.

It was moved by Commissioner Backes and seconded
by Corrn'issioner Gust that the State Water Commìssion
approve up to $50,000 for calendar year 1988 for the
Inter-Basin Bjota Transfer Research Study, contingent
upon the appointment of Canadian partic'ipation on
the Techn'ical Committee, and the availability of funds.

Commissioners Backes, Byerly, Gust, Lardy, Narlock,
and Lt. Governor Omdahl voted aye. There were no
nay votes. The Chairman dec'lared the motion
unanimously carried.

March 
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UPDATE 0N N0RTHI^IEST AREA At the January '15, 1988 meetìng,
WATER SUPPLY PROJECT the Commission mernbers directed the
(ShlC Project No . 237-4) State Eng'ineer and staff to nego-

tiate a contract with Houston Eng'i-
neering, in joint venture with James M. Montgomery and American
Engìneering, to conduct the Northwest Area Water Supply Study. Mr.
Sprynczynatyk reported that a contract uJas successful'ly negotiated with
the above-named firms for $.l40,000 for a study of the nine-county northwest
area of the state to address their needs as well as aìternative ways to
supply the water to the area. The Commission members expressed an'interest
that after a contract was negotiated the engineer make a presentation to
the Cormission members reìative to their Plan of Study, goaìs and
objecti ves.

Hank Trangsrud, Houston Engineer-
ing, made a detailed presentation, assisted by a series of charts and maps,
of the study that will be undertaken in the northwest area of the state
during the next several months. Mr. Trangsrud indicated that the study has
begun, and is anticipated to be compìeted by December, 1988. Availab'le
information relative to ground water and surface water will be utilized and
publ'ic invo'lvement wi'll be a major factor in the study. Amerjcan
Eng'ineering wil I be worki ng i n the area of the needs survey and
environmental assessments for the project, and the James M. Montgornery firm
wj'l'l be working in the water quaì'ity, water treatment, intake structure,
pumpì ng stati ons and pi pe'l i ne areas .

Mr. Trangsrud i nd'icated that a
Citizens Advisory Cormittee of approxìmately l0 area members will be formed
in the near future.

UPDATE ON SOURIS RIVER
FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT
(SlllC Project No. l40B)

Souri s R'iver Fl ood Contro'l Pro ject.
APPENDIX UB''.

Dav'id Sprynczynatyk reviewed a mem-
orandum, which was rnailed to the
Commiss'ion members March 3,'1988,
that provided an update on the

The memorandum i s attached hereto as

SOURIS RMR FL00D David Sprynczynatyk presented a re-
C0NTROL PROJECT - quest from the Souris River Joint
AMENDED AGREEMENT FOR Water Resource Board, received Jan-
$l MILLION APPR0PRIATED uary .27, '1988, to enter into an
BY 1987 LEGISLATURE FOR PR0JECT amended agreement for the $l mil-
(StlC Project No. ]798) I ion appropriated by the 1987 Leg-

islature for the Souris River Basin
Project . The State l,later Cornmi ssi on and the Board presently have an
agreement for $905,000, which was entered into on January 9, .1987. 

To
date, Mr. Sprynczynatyk said $46,308 has been spent on the project.

Mr. Sprynczynatyk 'indi cated the
amended agreement would allow for the transfer of funds from the State
Water Commission to the Souris R'iver Joint Board for Souris River Flood
Controì as eligìble expenses are incurred by the Board. The agreement is
written so that the Cormission can transfer funds to the Board for 100
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percent of non-federal
funds cannot be used
real estate interests

ligibìe cost items,
r acquì rì ng ri ghts,
r the project.
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not to exceed $1,905,000. The
easements, property and other

e
fo
fo

It was the recommendation of the
State Engineer that the State Water Cornm'ission amend the original agreement
for the Souri s Ri ver Fl ood Control Project f or an addi ti onal $'l mj I f ion,
with the total State share not to exceed $1,905,000.

It was moved by Conmissìoner Backes and seconded
by Conm'issioner Byerly that the State l/ater
Cornrnission amend the original agreement, dated
January 9, .l987, for the Souris River Flood
Control Project for an add'itional $l million,
w'ith the total State share not to exceed
$1,905,000, and contingent upon the availabiìity
of funds.

Conmissioners Backes, Byerìy, Gust, Lardy,
Narlock, and Lt. Governor Omdahl voted aye.
There !,ì,ere no nay votes. The Chairman declared
the motion unanimously carried.

1988 IIATER DEVELOPMENT 0n March 16,'1988, David Sprynczy-
ACT (0MNIBUS BILL) natyk test'ified on behalf of the
(Sl,,lC Project No . 576) State l,later Conrni ssion and the

North Dakota State Engineer before
the tdater Resources, Transportation and Public Works Subcormittee of the
U.S. Senate Environment and Pub'lic blorks Conrmittee ìn tlash'ington, D. C. in
support of S. 2100, the lgBB t¡later Development Act. Mr. Sprynczynatyk
noted that of particular interest to North Dakota is Sectìon 302' which
establishes a technical resource service for the Red River Basin in
Minnesota and North Dakota. The bill would also provìde up to $500,000 per
year to be appropriated for thìs service.

Mr. Sprynczynatyk a'lso testi f i ed i n
support of the legisìatìon, S. 2.l58, introduced by Senator Burdick to amend

the'authority of ihe Corps of Engineers with respect to bank stabilization
and shoreline erosion along the Missouri River. The ìegìslation would make

the responsibiìity for streambank protection a part of the project purposes
of the Missouri River Pick-Sloan Plan.

Mr. SprynczynatYk commented that
the Governnent Accounting Office recent'ly released its evaluation of
erosion problems on the upþer Missouri River. It shows the erosion problem
is ongo'ing and that North Dakota is1osing an average of 7] acres per year
inc'luding -both agricultural land as wel'ì as valuable woodland. It also
shows ttrãt ttre coñditions along the Missouri River are different today than
they were before the dams were built. The GAO evaluation is representative
of the situat'ion existìng along the Missouri River and outlines the
problems of the past and depicts the problems that exist today. tl":
Sprynczynatyk noted that the Department of Army has also concurred with
this evaluation.

March 17, l9BB
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Mr. Sprynczynatyk sai d hi s
testimony inc'luded both support for the estab'lishment of the Technical
Resource Serv'ice for the Red River Basin and the proposed ìegisìation for
bank stabilization along the Missouri Rìver, and if these proposals are
passed into ìaw, every effort wil'l be made to adequately fund them.

CONSIDERATI0N 0F AGENCY'5 Matt Emerson, Assistant Secretary
FINANCIAL STATEMENT for the State l,later Commissìon, re-

viewed the Program Budget Expendi-
tures and the Projects Authorized through February 29, 1988.

NORTH DAKOTA GROUND-WATER

QUALITY SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULED
FoR MARCH 29-30, 1988
IN BISMARCK - APPROVAL FOR

REIMBURSEMENT OF SYMPOSIUM
EXPENSES FOR SI.IC MEMBERS

Commissioner Narlock expressed an
interest in attending the North Da-
kota Ground-tlater Quaìity Symposìum
scheduled for March 29-30, 1988, in
Bismarck at the Kirkwood Motor Inn.
He requested reimbursement for ex-
penses to attend the Symposium.

It was moved by Conm'issioner Backes and seconded
by Cormissioner Lardy that the State l{ater
Commission approve reimbursement of expenses
for State l,later Commission members to attend
the North Dakota Ground-Water QuaìÍty Symposium
on March 29-30, 1988.

In dìscussion of the motion, 'it was
pointed out that although there are no specific guide'lines for the
re'imbursement of expenses for the Conmission members to attend meetings,'it was the genera'l consensus of the Cormission members that when members
feel their partic'ipation is required at a meeting in their generaì area or
that js of state-wjde interest, the State Engineer should be notified prior
to attendance at the meeting and reimbursement of expenses should be
requested. It was aìso mentioned that because of budgetary constra'ints
some limits on expenditures may be necessary.

Commissioners Backes, Byerly, Gust, Lardy,
Nar'lock, and Lt. Governor 0mdahl voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The Chairman declared
the motion unanimously carried.

SCHEDULED HEARINGS FOR David Sprynczynatyk d'istributed copies
PROPOSED DRAINAGE RULES of the proposed drainage ru'les on four
(SWC Project No. 1053) Chapters of the North Dakota Century

Code: Chapter 89-02-02, Ru'les for Dra-
inage Under Chapter 61-32; Chapter 89-02-03, l,letlands Bank; Chapter 89-
02-04, Drainage Compìaìnt Appeals; and Chapter 89-02-05, Licenses for
Emergency Dra'inage. The hearings are scheduled for March 29, 1988 at'10:00
in Bismarck, and on March 3'1,1988 at l:00 Ín Devils Lake.
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It was moved by Cormissioner Nar'lock, seconded
by Cormissioner Gust, and unanìmous'ly carried,
that the State I'later Cornmission meeting adjourn
al 2=40 p.m.

George A. S ner
Governor-Chai rman
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ATTEST:

t

avid A. Spr
Interim State Engineer-Secret ary
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GOVENilOR OEOIGE A. SlflrlER !IETIORANDI]M
c[At8¡rAf{

YEiTIK''I FA'TY
S€CRETANY A STATE EIIGIIIEER

TO: State lJater Coonission
FRoM: Rosellen ll. Sand, Asslstant Attorney General

REi Vern Fahyrs Absence¡ SHC project #c?
DATE: March 17, 1988

The Office of the State Engfneer has nunerous duties prescribed by lau.
Generally during the State Engfneerts absence uan¡r of then are perforaeá by a
dlvisl.on head, but those wtrich by taw nust be perforned by the State Engineer(e.S. signing water peralts, issufng orders) have waltecl r¡ntfl Vern,s netr¡ttr.
Also, during other absences Vern has been in constarit contact with the office todirect its work and r.espond to an¡l fteus whfch requùed hfs personal attentLon.

Verrrrs pnesent absence is nuch different tha¡r those of the past. FÍrsü, he
should not have to concern hÍnself with natters at the offtce ¡yhlle he is on
sfck leave. Second, bls tÍne away frron the offLce Ls indeterninate. nhlle re
anticipate anil hope fon a speed5¡ a¡rd full recover¡r, hÍs recuperation uay take an
u¡rknown length of tfne.

Desplte Vernrs absènce, ñthe State Engineern will still have nany dutfeg toperforn nhfch cannot walt untl.I Vern's return.

The State Eng:ineer is appolnted by the State t{ater Com.ission and nust be a
'rtechnLcally qualified and oçeFienced hydraulfc engfneer'i and an "e>r¡reriencedfrrLgation eng{neer.'t N.D.C.C. S 6f-03-Of. Slnce Vernrs absence wiII be
tenporary e search for a peruanent replacenent 1s uûiecessary. To assure
continuiÈy Vern suggests that Dave Spr¡mczynatyk be appointed actÍng State
Engineer in Vernrs absence. If the Cou¡l.ssion ag?ees with ttris suggestlon the
followtng notion would be appropriate:

During ttre absence of the present Süate EngLneer, Vern Fahy, for surgery
and rehabtlltatlon, David A. Spryncz¡matyk is appointed State Englneer.
Mr. SprFczynatyk shall have the po¡rer and authoafty necessary to perforn
all the fi¡nctLons of State Engineer required by law.

Upon llr. Fahy's return to work on a full-tiue basis !lr. Spryncz¡matyk is
rerleved of the posl.tlon of State Engfneer a¡rd Mr. Fatry fs reappointed.

Assístant Attorrrey C¡eneral

- R!,rs:rp
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covc¡ioR cEoncE A. $N}lEr
cflAtRtAl{

YEtfigr FA|{Y
SEGßETARY & STATE EI{GIfIEE ß

FROM:

SITBJECT:

DATE:

ItlEìtO T0: Governor George A. Sfnner
North Dakota State Water Connissfon llenbers
Vern Fahy, State Engineer

David A. Spryncz¡matyk, Director, Engineering Di

SIJC ProJect #1408 - Souris River Flood Control

March 3, 1988

Sfnce ny last reporü to you in Decenber on the status of the Sou¡is FloodCont¡o1 ProJect, several events have talcen p1ace. In December, there $er€neetings in hlashington betn¡een representatlves of the va¡lous Unfted StatesFederal and North Dakota agencies, and the Ca¡radiarr Federal a¡rd Saskatchewan
agencies regarding the project. Ttre pu Dose of these neetings was for everyoneto becone fanilfai wl.th the proJect and the prrocedures requiréd on both sfdel ofthe International Border, and to outllne the lfkely schedule for the developnentof the pnoJect. Since this project ínvolves two provinces, a state, and ÈHofederal goverfinents, the procedure Ls nore complex than projects thet have been
developed in the past.

In early January, the UnÍted Stetes Departnent of State desLgnated theDepartuent of Aroy Bs ttre offlcial negotiator for the United Statei for this
?roi9ct. Ttre Ca¡radia¡¡ DepartEent of E:<ãernal Affatrs is ex¡rected to designate a
Carladian negotíator soon. TÌren the two negetiators will work ouÈ the terns ofthe bi-netfonàI agteenent requlred for the proJect. Ttre United States negotia_ton has fonra¡ded a draft agreerent to the lÞpartnent of E¡<ternal Affairj, andit is ÐcPected dtrat tne Departnent of FÄternat Affairs will return its coonents
and a revised agreeEent soon. fire bL-national agreeEent, wlll lfkely Lnclude thedetalled operating plan for the project in Saskatchewan. Sfnce the UnltedStetes negotiator was designated, a caucus of Unfted States Lnterests was held.r was able to attend that caucus and express the conceuìs ne have.

We recently learned the Corps of Engfneers decfded to change the Local
Cooperative Agreenent (LCA) so that it only deals with the proJects in Canada
and not with the 4-foot raise of Lake Darling. As you lcrow, in the event thatthe proJects in Canada are not developed, then Lake Darling wfll be raised toprovíde líuited flood conÈroL. By changfing the LCA, the -Souris Rl.ver Joint
Board should be sble to execute the agreenent. Pr.eviously, the Jotnt boa¡d
refused to execute the agreeEent, sfnce ln Lts opLnion, it dial not adequately
address the road crossings that would be f¡pacteal by tt¡e 4-foot raise of LalceDarLfng. If the proJects are not bullt in Canada, lt will be necessarlr for
a¡rother LCA to be executed before Lalce Darllng ts nodified.

9CC Eost Bou lercrrd - Bis^rorck, t\br th Do t<clo - 58505 Oi 8il 224 -27 Ð
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Ttre Corps of Eng:Íneers ís coupJ-eting the envir.onnental revielr process
requfred by law. A Draft Envfron¡ental Iopact Statenent has been circulated for
connents, årid the Corps is presently addressing those coonents. Optfntstically
the envLron¡ental process could be conpleted ln late July, but nore realistical-
ly we do not expect the process to be conpleted until Septenber or 0ctober. the
enviro¡rnental process will have to be conpleted before the bi-national qgreenent
can be executed. Thus, the noney that was allocated for ffscal year fl88 sftf
not be able to be spent untll the environnental pFocess is done and the bi-na-
tional agreenent fs executed. That being the case, fi¡¡rdg w1.11 have to be car-
ried over into the next fiscal year, which nay require Congr.essional urglng of
the Corps.

ÍJe recently learned the Presidentrs budget for fiscal year 1989 1nèludes
512.6 nillion fôr the Sourfs River ProJect. Ttrfs is encouragtng, and should
allow the proJect to continue on its present schedule. Ttris again fs assunfng
the necessary ag¡eenents can be executed and funds that ar"e available not can be
canied over into the next fiscal year.

One of the rrecent issues regardlng the proJect has been water qualtty.
Concern has been expressed that releases fron the Rafferty Dan and the Alaneda
Da¡ would be frron the botton of the reservoir, whLch t¡ptcally Ls rater of poor
quality. Studies nade by the ProvLnce of Saskatchewan lndl.cate that ttrerre
should not be a problen wl-th rater quality, but fron our experience wittr siüilar
projects in the United States, water quallty problens do sonetfnes occur.
Partfcularly, thè water fron the botton of the reeervoir often has a high a¡!o-
nia content, which can be da¡agfng to areas dowr¡strca¡.

the gpvernLng factor in addressJ.ng water qualtty is ttre t9W Boundary
l{aters Treaty. In it, Article IV, deals with the protectfon of downstrean
fnterests and regulres that the province and the state do everything possible to
naintain water quality. In January, oe recel.ved a letter frou the Sasketcheren
Sourls Basfn Developnent Authorl.ty stating ttrat the province would do everythfng
posslble to pr€tect water qualfty. Gene Chrfstfar¡son of ttre Health Departnent
and Vern responded, indicatíng lt nay be necessary to discharge frou Ê hfgher
level Ln the neserr¡oir, fn the event thet Heter quallty problens do develop. t{e
also suggested a Joint province and state water quallty uornLtorfng effort to
further eru¡une thaü probleos are Ldentffled ds quickly as possible. ltre ídea of
an ongol.ng consultative water quallty nechanfs4 wfth Saskatchewari. llanitoba and
Nortb Dakota was suggested. Gene and Verrr also sent a sipLlar letüer to the
Province of Manftoba statfng we would do everythlng posetble tn North Dakota to
protect do¡¡nstrean water quality interests. Copies of these letterg a.re at-
tached.

Varlous wlldlife conc€rng have been raLsed r=gardÍng the Saskatcheran
project. Specifícally, Dale llenegar of the State Ga¡e ar¡d Flsh Depa¡toent has
expressed concern about thê ¡¡otential loss of a fishery in Lake Darling. He
feels that when Saskatchewan fs able to retaln lts share of the Sourls R.Lven, as
provided by treety, Lake Darling will experience loser levels than fn tlre pagt,
thus the potential for nfnter ffsh k111 will lncrease. Studfes have shour that,
there will be appr.oxiuately a 30 percent increa.se in the condltLon that could
potentfally r€sult fn a flsh 1d11. lhl.s ¡rould occur because of Sa.ekatcheranrs
abilíty to retain Lts share of the eater.
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Other concerns have been raised by the North Dalcota trlildlife Fedenatíon a¡rd
the North Dakota tlildlife Soctety. Both organizatfons passed resoluÈfoDs aÈ'annual neétLngs, asklng for conpr"ehensive studies on the proposed Rafferty Dan
and Alaneda Dan. Ttre resolutlons fn essence as¡k for a ¡oratorfun on the proJect
untll studfes ceñ be conpleted. In Januar¡2, at the reguest of the Saskalchæan
Sourls Basfn Developuent Authority, a neetfng was held Ln Blsnarck wtth rèpre-
sentatives of the wiltllife gr(rups and state and fettèral wtldlife agenclei fn
order to explafn the proJect. Several fssues were discussed and questions rer.e
asked of the Canadian offfclals as well as Unfted StaÈes a¡¡d Norttr Dal¡ota offl-cfals. On March 10, a follow-up neetlng wÍIl be held in orden to pregeùrt ¡ore
rçcent lnfóroatíon a¡rd data. Hópefully-Uy ¿ofns ttris, nany of the concerns of
the wildltfe interests cari be alleviated.

In nid-Febn¡ary, a neeting was held with all of the U.S. Federal and lüorttr
Da¡<ot'a agÞncl.es concerrred wtth the proJect, except for the Envir.onnental prptec-
tion Agency, which could not attend because of a bIÍzza¡d fn Der¡ver. Duringthat neeü1n9, detalled hydrologlc data nas presented shoring inpacts of thãproject, the latest $ater qualfty data uas discussed antl the inpact on fLsherl.es
was dl.scussed. Ttre weter quantity däta available now looks better than tlre data
avaflable a J¡ear agor whlch ls a reflectfon of better daté and better rodel-ling. The water quality and the fishery igsues need to be addressed further.

In Saskatcheran, tt¡e l{l.nister of Envfror¡nent, fssued a¡¡ onder ln nld-Febn¡-
arlir allowfng the proJect to proceed rtüh several conditions. Ihose conditions
relate to the fishery fn the stnear. the water quality dow¡rstresn, and prrotec-
tlon of lnterests ln a¡rd a¡ound the proposed reservol.rs. Ttre orrler was a nesuttof the reconnendatfon uade by the Board of Inqutry that held hearÍngs througþout
Saskatchewan last year. By íssiring the order, the Sasketchenan Souris Èasin
Developnent Authorlty ¡ras sble to pnoceed sfth the opening of bids for the
cofferdan, to be constn¡cted ÈhÍs spring. Althot¡sh they have not forrally
an¡¡or¡rced the esard of the contrect for the cofferrlan, they have begun land
acquisition í¡ ttre in¡ediate vl.cinity of the da¡. l{e ørpect that theirill be
able to begin the cofferdan by níd-March antl cornplete it early ttris sun¡er. Atthat ti¡e, ft nfII be necessary for the Provlnce of Saskatchewan to ¡ake a
decisfon whether or not flood co¡trol will be included Ln the Rafferty Da¡. Itts lfkely that lf ttre Unltedt States does not partl.cipate in the flood contrrol
cost of the pr"oJects, that the prrovince wlll procêed wlth the pxrjects for uater
supply only, which cill not benefit the flood affected Lnterests in the Uníted
States.

l{e recently tearned that a nec r¡Ebrella organfzation fn Saskatchewan k¡rorn
ar¡ the nStop the Constnrctlon of ttre Rafferty and Ala¡efa proJectsr (SCRAP),
ffled a lansuit tn ttre Queens Court to delay the project. In fJ.lfng the las-
suit, SCRAP has el¿ined that not all of the enviroru¡ental requirrenents were tet
by the Èllnfster of Envirpnnent and the Sourís Basin Developnent Authority. In
dfscussfng thls wfth representatlves frou Saskatcheran, they do not belleve that
the filing of the lawsuLt will delay the prroJect, althoWh they wiII have to
argue thè lawsult in court.

Looking ahead, ue expect to continue to rork with the va¡siow interests to
supply fnforaatlon on the proJect. t{e also expect to continue to be involved ln
the international negoiiaticins thr"ough the Departnent of Ar.ny, and work closely
wfth the Souris Rfver Jofnt Board on the LCA. At pnesent, it seeus as though
the ¡ost optínLstlc schedule would be for the coupletion of the envfr.on¡ent¿l
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Process ln th€ Unfted States late thfs si¡li¡err followed by the execution of the
inter:natíonal agreenent. Tlren the constnrctfon of the dowristrea¡ coppo¡¡e¡¡ts of
the proJect tn the Untted Stateg could begl.n, as well as'the construcÈfon of the
Rafferty Dan for ryatêr supply and flood control.

DAS:dr¡
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