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STAIE I{AER CONSERVATTOI{ CCMMTSSTON
Mlnutee of Meeting

llelcl in Offlce of tbe State l.later Comission
Blsuarck, No¡th Dakota

tiøly 2I, I95l+

A reguJ.ar neetlrg of the North lÞkoÈa State l{ater Conservatfon Comigsion
was calletl to orcler on llay 2J , 1954, at the SÈate llater Consenretlon Comisslon
office in Bismarck, North Dakota, to consider regular business natters. Ihe fol-
lcnring were present:

MB,tBmS OF STATE I{AIR CONSERVABfON CCMMISSION:

Honorable Norrmn Bru¡sdåLe, Governor antl Ex-Officlo Chalræn
C\r¡tfs Olson, Vice-Ct¡alrtnn, Me¡iber fro¡a Valley Clty
Oscar Ltuseth, Menber frm Grand Forks
lhth Dahl, Meniber frø Bisr¡arck, Cormlssloner of Agrlcultrlre and labor
J. J. I.Ialeh, Seeretary enil Cllrief hgineer, State E¡gfneer

CIEERS PRESESTT AT 'frfrÌ MEETING:

fJalter Augustaclt, State Consenratlon Engineer, SolI Conserr¡ation Servlce, Bismrck
Itrarl¿n Erskine, District Englneer, U.S. Geologicel Siurvey, Bisuarck
Frecl K. Schock, Graut County Cotmiesioner, New lætpzig
E. H. Joos, Boartl of Acl¡.lnlstratlon, Blsærck
Mito l{. Eoisveen, Aeeistant State hgineer, State }Jater Co¡unission
Vernon S. Cooper, Assistant Secretary, State l{ater Comlsslon
I. A. Acker, S¡lecial Assistant Attorney C'eneral, Stete l{ater Conrtssion
Einer Berge, IlechniceJ- Assistant, State lJater Co¡mlesion

Ille meeting ras caLled to ord,er at IO:OO o'clock a.n. by Governor Norn¡n
Brq¡sil,ale, vith ComfssÍouers Oscar lrrnseth, Cl¡¡tis O1son, lbth Dahl, Secretary
J. J. hla]sh, Assistant State hgineer MiIo I{. Eoisveen, and. Einar Berge present.

It was moved by Comlssioner lbtb IÞhI, and. secoDded by Comlssfoner Oscar
Lnnseth, that the Financial Statenente for April, L95l+, be approved an<l filed in
the office of the State l{ater Couservatlon Cormisslon. A]1 Comlssloners voted
aye and, the nortion carriecl.

l{r. }falter Augustedt, State Consen¡atlon Þglneer, SoiI ConservatÍon Ser-
vice, Bisærck, entereô the meetlng at 10:05 o'clock a.m-

ì,1r. Aqguetetl.t d.isplayecl rnaps showing constructÍon pJans for the longue
Rtver l,Iatershed hoject anè exp.l¿inetl tbe proposed, proJect pJan to the Cqnls-
sioners. fn the So11 Conservation ServicJpJ.an shorm they hope to buÍIcl 6 aans
this year on one llain branch of the waterehed area to store nexb eeaeon'6 run-
off, with other storage faeil-ities to be eø¡rleted 1n Later years. EventualJy
they plan to builtl 2 Ì-arge flood. waye to d¡ain overflot¡ flootl naters of the
Penbina River. It ls antlcl¡nted the proJect will be cø¡lleted, fn 5 years.
Since this is a cooperative ventr:¡e pa¡rnents are to be md.e on the besis of 5ú
fecteral fu¡d,s anô. 5ú local contrlbution, nlth the ¡rroJect belng ælntainetl by
the local- þeopl-e efter conetruction.

l'tr. Augustarlt left the meetlng at 1O:l+5 o'cloek a.m.

Vlce-Chal¡æn CT¡rtl.s OLson read. a letter fron l¡[r. A,iI. ChrlstoBher, Cb¿tr-
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ran, Pemblna BÍver Flood Coutrol Assocletlon, gfvtng a few facts about tbe f950
flood ln the Penbina River erea.

Iætters from Fred J. Fbedrickeon, Planning Coordlnator for the State úlater
Couger\ratlon Coñr'lsslon, I'Iashington, D.C., to Honorable A. J. Ch¡letopher; Secre-
tary J. J. lJalsh; Dr. AIex Burr; Eonorabfe A. W. I¡1ck¡ Adatn F. l{ysocki; Governor
Noræn Bn¡nsdalej R. L. Nelson; H. Ií. Iyons; Kenneth Mclnt¡rre; anil L. C. Hulett;
were reað to tbe Co@1sslolers for their lnforætloa. Extre coples are to be n¿cle
avail¿bIe for the Comiseioners f1les.

Copies of the statenent md.e by Governor No¡mau Bn¡¡sd¿Ie before the Sub-
cmlttee on Iaterlor lÞ¡nrtnent, Corolttee on Appropriations, Uuiteft States Sen-
ate, Eigbty-Ilrlrrö Co!.gress, 2nÀ Sesslon oD Aprll 28, l.:95l¿., were presentetl to tbe
Co¡missioners for their infonntion.

Vice-Cbairæn C\¡¡.ùig Olsoa re¿d. a letter frm l¡b. Kenneth Melnt¡rre, Cbairmn,
Rush Rlver ÌJater Conservetion and FJ-oocl ControL Distflet, acknonled.ging receipt of
the order correctÍng the bou¡d¿ries of the Rush Rlver Dlstrict.

A ]etter received fYom Bruee Jobnson, Strpenrlslug Englueerr Buxeau of Re-
el¡m,tion, Blsnrck, encloelng an interfn contract for r¡ater gervice on the Fort
Cl¿rk Irrlgation Unlt, r¡as shorm to the Comissioners for their inforntlon.

Vice-Cbairæn C\¡rtÍs 01son read a letter and resolution from lÍT. Ad.a'n F.
Iùyaocki, Cbalrnan of the llrree Rlvers SolI Conserr¡atloa Dlstrlct, lnf,o:mlng the
Comlssion that the peo¡lte in the Foreet River rrateished area beve requested tbe
SolI Conservation Service to conÀuct a strrvey of the rratershed. area of the Foreet
River. ftre Comissiou enÈorsed. the resolutlon adopted. by the st4lenrlsore of SolI
Conservation districts of Walsh, Grand Forks and Neleon Counties requesting a
sunrey be ¡¡ad,e by the So11 Conserr¡atlon Se¡:rrtce to deternlne the feaEÍblllty of
organizing a r¡atershed proiect on Foreet River.

ùlr. fiarlau Erekine, Dlstrict Eagineer, U.S. Geotogical Survey, BÍsærek,
North lÞkota, entered the neetfng et I1:15 o'clock a.m.

lvlr. Vernon S. Cooper, Aesiatant Secretaryr 9tate ltater Coneervation Co¡mie-
sion, eutered the neetl¡g et 11:15 o'clock e.m.

Mr. Þsktae explained. to the CormissÍoners tbst to naintain the stream
gaging progratr at lts present J'evel he wor¡l-d' Ilke to t¡ave the State l{ater Coaeer-
vation Comission enter into a cooperetlve agreenent for the gaæ arou¡lt as the
agreeuent entered, into on Jr:ne l!, L953, betneen the State l{ater Cmlsslm a¡d
tbe U. S. Ceological SurveY.

I'fr. Veraou S. Coo¡rer, AssÍstant Secretary, infornetl those present Ùhat only
$ajrOOO.OO bsd been appropriateil to tbe 'lydrographic & Congen¡ation, Cooperation
with U.S.G.S." and. $f'rOOO.0O ÞcI been allocateè l¿st year, therefore, an addftion-
al $5rOOO.OO r¿as needed if a simiLar agreenent nae to be enterecl iato witb the

lcal Survey. lih. Cooper euggested. that an appJ.lcatlon be æde to the
mission for a traasfer of $e,5Oo.OO fYom the "Cooperation wlth U. S.
and for Organlztng Couservetlon and. Irrtgetlon Districte" to the

lc & Coaseruatlon, Cooperatlon r¡lth U.S.G.S. " ancl that $2r5OO.OO be
proviôed. from "Srna1L Projecte, Other Investigatlone, Surveys, Etc'" to conduct
strean gaSiDS stud.les lu connectloa wittr sæll proJects and. water-rigbt studtes
for the State lfater Conservatioa Couuission by the U. S. GeoJ.ogical Surwey.
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Comissiooer C\¡¡tis O1son nad.e a notion that aa applicatloa be nad.e to the
Ênergency Comlssion for a transfer of $2r50O.00 fron the "Cooperation with U. S.
Departnents and. for Organizlng Conser\¡ation and Ïrrig¡tton Dlstrfctg" to tbe
"fiyd,rographic antl Conservatlon, Cooper"ation nith U.S,G.S. " ancl that $2r5OO.@ be
provfdecl fron 'r$aal.t ProJects, Other Investlgatlcns, Surveys, Ebc. " to conduct
stream gagins etudlee in conneetion wlth snal-l- proJects aud. vater-rfgltt stt¡d.ies
for the State lJater Conservatlon Cormlsslon by the U.S. Geological Survey. Í'!re
uotfon r¡as second.ed by Cormlssioner Oscar Lrrnseth, enô upon roIL caII by Goveinor
Brunsd¿.1-e, Cormissioners Crr¡tis Olson, Oscar lernseth, IÍath. hhl, and Governor
Bn¡nsðale all voted. aye and the notLon earrled..

A motion r¡as nade by Comlsslouer Oscar hnseth, and. second.ed by Cormissloner
lbth ÞhJ-, that Secretary Wal-sh be authorizecl to sign the agreeuent for the State
Itater Conservatlon Cor¡alsslon between the Cormission and the U. S. Geological St¡r-
vey. Upon roll- call by Go¡ernor Bn¡nsd¿le, Cor@isslouers C\.r¡tls Olson, !4atb Ibl¡l-,
Oscar Lunseth, and Governor Bn¡ned.al'e eII voted. aye ancl the motion cerrieal.

Ì'b. IÍarl¿n hskine left the neeting at I1:l+5 o'clock a.m.

Governor No¡man Brunsdale read a letter frø ldr. M. E. A6rers, District l¿¡¡il-
nan, Tbe Îe:ae Cou¡nny, Bisanrck, Norüh Dakota, requesting the State lfater Conser-
vatloa Cqmlssioa's assistance ln secr¡¡lng tbe rel-eese of an easenent glven to the
Stete of North Ilakota for a d.sn end reservoir loceted. ln Sectlon J2, Sornsbip 153 N,
Range IOO v¡., [ItJ-Llans Cor.uty, North Dakota. Accorcllng to the letter the regervoir
is not eesiJ-y accesslbfe to the publlc anrl is not used by the pubIlc. It vas sug-
gestétt that this ¡ntter be tr¡rned. over to I'Ir. f . A. Acker, S¡recial Assietant Attor-
ney General for the State l{ater eoasentation.ComlsEioa.

An agreernent leasing 0.86 acres of Lend lylng la Section 6, Tcrmehip [8 N.,
Range 8O W., Burlelgh Cor:aty, North Dakota, to l¡lr. August C. Earke for a perl-od of
10 years, r¡as reaal to the CoÍ¡nissionere for their informtion. It was also suggeet-
ed. that thts natter be turned over to lt{r. I.A. Acker, S¡recÍal- Asslstant Attomey
General for the State llater Conservetion Comrission, anil thet he negotiate the
slgning of the fease rrith Mr. Earke.

ltre neetlng ad-Jouraett at l2:OO o'clock noon to reconvene at 1:30 o'cfock
p.n. wtth Governor Norren Brrrnscùale, Cc'nrnlssloDers CurÈls Olson, lbth Þb.l, Oscar
Lr:.nseth, Secretary J. J. I'Iatsh anð Assistant Sûate hgineer Milo If. Eoi.sveen, pre-
sent.

Asslstant Stete Englneer MLIo Eoisveen read. sorne fettere frm John Eeil,
SeIz, Norbb Dakota, and. replles from thls office relative to the reo¡reling of tbe
SeIz Þm and. reservoir to the public. lfhe,larn anô reservoir are Located in Sec-
tLon2), Tormship 152 tf., Range 72 W., PÍerce County, North Dakota. An opialon
by lfr. I. A. Acker, Speclal Assietant Attoraey General for the State ÍJater Con-
servation Cmlssionr Ênd a report from l¡fllo Il. Eoleveen, Assistant State hgineer,
were also read. to the Comiseioners. lhe Comtssion approved lfr. Ackerrs oplulon
in yhlch he etated. that r¡nless the water in ttre rese¡nroir ¡ras cond€mned. by the
Eealth Deln¡tnent, the Cor¡¡ty Cmaissloners of Pierce Couty bad. ao lega1 rlgbt
to close the clan and rege::r¡olr area.

Vice-Cheiræn C\¡¡tis Olson infor:netl the Comiesion that he had. eoutacted
the Ransor¡ Cor:nty Comisstoners corlcernlng the reconstructlon of the Fort R¿neon
Þr¡ a¡ð they lracl stated. tt¡at Ranson Cou¡ty wlIL ¡nss a resofution agreeiûg to
fi¡rnieh all naterials, et the site of the reconetruction, lnchrtlÍng cenent, sanô,
gravel, steel, etc, as thetr share of the repal-r r¡ork.
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Mr. Þetl Sehock, Graat Cor¡nty CqnÍssloner, Nev Letgztg, erbered the ueeting
at 2:00 o'clock p.m.

Mr. trfed. Schock met vlth the Conaiseion to discuss the re¡nlrs of the Cat
CouLee D¡n. It bå¿ beea suggested prevlously by the Grant County Comigsionere
that the Grant Cor.rnty briclge erew do the necessar¡¡ rork wlth st4lenriston from tbe
State lfater Conservation CorrniEeion. llr. Schock saial. that et the next neeting of
tbe Cor¡¡ty Comlssioners be nor¡1.d. fl¡d. ont wbeôber or ¡ott the County would, be w111-
ing to cooperate in the re¡nir of the Cat Coulee ll¡m and agreed. to notify the State
I'Iater Comlssloa ¡¡hetlrer or uot they, pJ.a,n on mklpg the suggested. re¡nlrs.

l{r. Schock l.eft the rpettng at 2:I5 ôrclock p.m.

Irfr. H. E. Jooe, l[ember of the Boercl of Atlministration, Biemrck, entered.
the neetlng at 2zI5 o'clock p.m.

I'fr. Joos requeetetl tbat an engtneer of the State llater Conservation Connie-
slon make an fnvestigBtlon ef ¿ d¡rn located. on l¿nd leaseð by the S¡tate Board. of
Admlnistration andl. operated by the State [haining SchooL in I'tandan. lh. Jooe also
requesteô financial aitl ln re¡nlring the;r¡n afber the fnvestlgatfon is Ede. It
val cleciôecl to delay any action r.¡nti]- the inveetigation aniL estifu¡te of costs nere
completed.

Ì'lr. Joos lefb the æetlag at 2:30 o'elock p.n.

A letter frorn Jay A. Br¡rant, Secretary, Beêver l¡ke State Park, requesting
a ¡n¡rnent of $33.33 as the State l{ater Cormlsslon share ln the repalr of tbe Beaver
Iake hm, vas read to the Comlseioners.

Comissioner ![atb IÞhl mtle a notlon whicb r¡as Eecorôeô by CoIølssloDer
Oecar Lunseth, that the State Ï{ater Conservation Comiseion lny the anor¡¡t of
$¡¡.Sf as their share of the cost of relnfrlng the Beaver Iske Ilam fn Logpn County.
Utrnn ro11 call by Governor Bn¡ngdale, a1l Comiesioners voted. aye and. the motlou
carried.

Aesistaat State Engineer lf,ilo Ìf. EoÍeveen reported on the srrrvey vork d.one

on the Golôen I¿ke Restoratlon ProJeet and. ou tbe l¿ke MetigoEhe ratersbed. fr¡rrove-
nent surweye. More cletailecl si¡nrey inforøtion is being obtained in both aleas.
flater yleltl clata ls aleo belng str¡d.tedl by the U. S. Geologlcal Survey for use Ln
èete¡ølning tbe feastblllty of tbe proJects.

It Ìras also proposect tlrat aa atteul¡t be æèe to bsve 3 Zå ni¡tlte U.S.G.S.
quadrangle rrrpe compl"etetl for the Lake Metigoshe area. flrege surveys would com-
plete the quadraagles for the Îr¡rtle Mot¡ntaln area e¡d votrld prorrld.e a Canad.lan
brocler flrrvey from Gronna to Zab-I. It wap tlecitled. by the Comission that letters
be r¿itten to nembere of Congress requestlng altl for these Btrveys. l¡fr. I'lalsh
comented on the vafue of tbe Eurveys for ¡atlonaL tlefense and. tbelr posslble
use in selecting rad.e,r statlons.

A letter from I'lr. H.R. Morgan, Co'rmriasioaerof ttre State Cra'æ and. Flsh
Departnent, enclosing a tleecl of releaee on a bod.y of water ln Rolette County,
nes read to tbe Conrnission by Ccmiesloner Oscar ]¡nsetb.

1lÌre ne:rt meetlng of the lflssourl Basin Inter-Agency Cmfttee ls to be
he1-d on Jrrne 24, 195\, at the Lake llotel, YeJ-lcnrstone Nationel Park. lllhose at-
tend.ing are Governor Normn Brunsdale, Corrunlssfoners Elnar E. ÞhI, C\.¡r-bls Ofson
and A.M. Christensen and l¡h. Weinhen¿ÌI. Ibansportation echedules were to be
checkeil.



e9

lhe Co¡mlssloners r¡ere lrformed ths.t a heering for the organization of the
Big Meaclor Reclanatlon Assoclation r.as to be hefd, on lfay 2\, Igrl+, at IOjOO o'clock
a.n. at the lÌazel Tormship EaLL in l.iildroee, North lhkota. AssÍstant State Engln-
eer MiIo I./. Holsveen aad, Assfstant Secretary Vernon S. Cooper pJannedl to attend.
this hearing.

A notice frm WlILlan E. I{eleb, Secretary, Natlonal Reel¿ntton AssocLatton,
in regard to hotel reeerttations for the aanual neeting to be heltl in PortJ.and.,
Oregon, rras read to the Comlsslouers. Secretary J. J. Wal.sh ls to uske reserva-
tions for all Comissloners at the Mu-Itno¡nb Hotel, whieh ls to be t}¡e bead.quar-
ters durlng the conventlon.

Nevsletter No. 2l+ fron the l{ational l{ater Consen¡aüion Conference ¡ras read.
to the Co¡missiouers for their info¡ættoa.

A publlc aotice of report on the Lower Heert Rlver, No¡th IÞkote by the IÞ-
¡nrtroent of the Arry, Cor¡le of Engiaeere, Offlee of tbe Divlslou Èglneer, ltllssolri
Rl-ver Divlslon, bb¿, Nebraeka, ¡ras reed to tbe Comlesioners.

Copies of a report by Vernon S. Cooper, Assistant Secretary of the State
lJater Consen¡atloo Cmission, on the meetlng betveen the lJestern teart Rlver I¡-
rigation Distriet and. the Bureau of Recl¿nation at whlch a pro¡losed eontract be-
trreen the Bu¡eau anil the Dtstrlct rnas d.lscussed.r. ïere passed. out to the Co¡mis-
sioners for theÍr lnfonoation.

A report vas given by Ddr. Coo¡ler on the tou¡ of the ldi.ssourl Sor¡¡le Conser-
nancy and Reela¡¡atiou Comittee planned. for July 19 to 22, Lgrl+. $re Comisslon
r¡as informed. tt¡at lh. I.¡. A. IÞxhetner, Connisslone¡ of fisslnmÊtlon, woultl meet
witb the group at Minot and. possib\r vouJ-ct acco4panJr tbeu .on ¡nrt of tbe trlp.
llre esti¡ated. cost of chertering the bueses for the torr¡ is abor¡t $ZOO.OO. Part
of the $er5OO.OO altocatlon mcle by tbe State t{ater Consen¡atlon Comlssion for
the Connittee wil-I be ueed for this purpose. fhe Cønnission approrred the plaas
for tbe tour.

A letter to Secreta¡y J. J. Iùaleh fron tr'red. C. Eagen, Ifater Comnissioner,
Ibrgo anrt letters fron Jeroæ E. Svore, C'bl.ef, Envfro¡æntal Sanltatlon Servlce
to llil-lian P. Scbmker of the Anry hgineers i¡ St. Pau.I, lt{innesota and Tbed C.
Eagen, concer:nlug the protectlon of plpe lines u¡d,er the Red. Rlver, belonglng to
the Great Iakes Pipe Line Cor¡ran¡', were read to the Con¡rì ssioners for tbel¡ in-
fornation. lhe Cmiesion thougbt it ad.vlseabl-e to have Secretary l{alsh rrrite
to the Great Iskes Pipe IJne Cou¡nny and request then to lnstall a valve on eitber
sld.e of the Recl River so tbat the fl.ov in the pipes cot¡J-d. be sto¡rped. if a break
occrr¡retl.

I-etters from the Clty of Moorhead., Ctty of Fergo and. l.fr. f.A. Acker, $¡lecial
Assistant Attoruey General fcr the State l{ater Ccunlssion, coacernlng the tlur¡lfng
of debrls tnto the Red Rlver by the City of Fergo, rere read. to the ComiseionerE.

A copy of a resolutlon to the tonorabfe Board. of City Comissioners of
Wil,llston, North Dakote, from the Wll-tf-ans County l{tJ-cllife Fed.eratlon, protestlng
egainst the clurr¡ling of ralt sewage into the lttucltly River, was read. to the Cotn'ì{s-
sioners by Vice-Chafrmn Gu¡tie Ol,eon.

ft ras novedl by CornissLoner Glr¡tis Olson, and. eecond,ed by Cmiesio¿er
Oscar Lunsetb, th¿t tbe action of the State Engfneer 1n grantlng the appllcatlon
of'Îed. Steinrnetz, New fìngl¿nd, North Dakota, for a permit to d.iverb and appropri-
ate rnter from tbe North Fork of the Cannonball Rlver, for the irrLgation of Jl+.4
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acres of l¿nd. èescrlbect as the SåIfgÈ; t'}åSOÈ of Sectlou J2, Toraahip I35 N., Range

n V., located. in Eettinger Cor:nty, North Þkota, be approved and lirnr'tsfl to an
annrral d.lverslon of 7l+.1+ acre feet of rater, subJect to all prior and. exlsting
rrater-rÍghts and a¡rpropriations covering the North Fork of the Can¡ouball Rlve¡.
Upon a u¡snlnous vote of the Cormlssl.oners, the notlon carried..

Ítre neeting adlJourned. at 3:3O o'cloclc p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

5
Ass t.

AITEST:


