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MINUTES
North Dakota State Water Commission
Bismarck, North Dakota
August 18, 2026

The ND State Water Commission (Commission or SWC) held a meeting at the ND State
Capitol, Pioneer Room, 1%t Floor Judicial Wing, 600 E Boulevard Ave, Bismarck, ND, and via
phone conference on August 18, 2026. Governor Armstrong called the meeting to order at
1:00 PM. A quorum was present. The board opened the meeting by reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance.

State Water Commission Members Present:
Governor Armstrong, Chairman

Lt. Governor Strinden, Acting Chairman (1:28 PM)
Doug Goehring, ND Agriculture Commissioner
Michael Anderson, Lower Red River Basin

Jeff Frith, Devils Lake Basin

Steve Hansen, James River Basin

James Odermann, Little Missouri, Upper Heart, and Upper Cannonball River Basins
Gene Veeder, Upper Missouri River Basin

Jay Volk, Lower Missouri River Basin

April Walker, Upper Red River Basin (online)
Jason Zimmerman, Mouse River Basin

Others Present:

Reice Haase, Director, ND Dept. of Water Resources (DWR or Department) and Commission
Secretary

John Paczkowski, DWR State Engineer

Patrick Fridgen, DWR Deputy Director

DWR Staff

Approximately 86 people present online and in person.

DROUGHT DISASTER LIVESTOCK PROGRAM
Governor Armstrong signed an executive order declaring a drought disaster and activating
the State Emergency Operations Plan. The order also directed the State Water Commission
to administer the Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance Program (DDLWSAP).
Governor Armstrong asked the Commission to approve $2 million for the program for cost-
share assistance for new water wells, rural water connections, pipeline extensions, pasture
taps, and other costs. Each producer is eligible for cost-share on up to three projects and
may be reimbursed up to 65%, but no more than $10,000 of the eligible cost for each project.
Livestock producers in counties impacted by a drought rating of D2 (severe) or higher, and
adjacent counties and tribal nations will be eligible for the program.

The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Commissioner
Anderson the Commission reactivate, in accordance with the drought
disaster declaration issued by the Governor of North Dakota, the Drought
Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance Program (DDLWSAP)
effective August 18, 2026, for counties desighated D2 and those adjacent
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as identified in the declaration and, authorize $2,000,000 for the 2026
DDLWSAP, consisting of the remaining $1,713,564 in carryover funding
from the 2021-23 biennium and $286,436 from the 2025-27 discretionary
fund.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Governor Armstrong voted aye. There
were no nay votes. The motion carried.

COST-SHARE AND GOVERNANCE AND FINANCE POLICY DISCUSSION
Governor Armstrong emphasized the need to reform the cost-share policy citing the finite nature
of oil and gas tax revenues and the increasing demands on the Resources Trust Fund. Two
philosophies for cost-share were discussed: maintaining high percentages and funding fewer
projects or lowering percentages to fund more projects and maximize statewide impact.
Governor Armstrong stated the latter aims to stretch resources and leverage local and federal
investment. The Commission was urged to prioritize maximizing the return on state dollars,
supporting more communities, and leveraging additional investment, rather than focusing solely
on high cost-share percentages. Governor Armstrong referenced a recent example where a
lower cost-share percentage allowed funding for an additional community, demonstrating the
benefits of flexible policy. The cost-share policy should be tied to project priorities, local
responsibility, affordability, and sound financial decisions, avoiding unaffordable projects reliant
on state bailouts.

The importance of long-term financial planning was stressed, moving away from biennium-
based management and considering impacts 5, 10, and 15 years ahead. Governor Armstrong
called for governance structures that clarify operational and financial responsibilities for regional
water systems, align risk with decision-making, and ensure accountability to users. The state
should not indefinitely bear growing financial risk. The Commission was encouraged to consider
new governance models for major water systems (SWPP, NAWS, Red River Valley Water
Supply), and to be open to change despite lobbying and pushback from those benefiting from
the current structure. Leadership was defined as making responsible decisions for the long-term
benefit of North Dakota, not just preserving comfortable arrangements. Commissioners were
expected to challenge recommendations and propose alternatives if needed.

Governor Armstrong highlighted the need for financial discipline, partnership, and prioritization,
noting that success should be measured by the amount of water infrastructure built, not by cost-
share percentages. The Commission was thanked for engaging seriously in the process, with
the expectation that decisions would be made for the state's long-term benefit.

CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA
Commissioner Veeder moved to remove item H3. Ransom Co WRD: Fort Ransom Dam
Modification from the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Zimmerman and passed by unanimous vote.

Commissioner Frith moved to approve the August 18, 2026, meeting agenda as amended.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Volk and passed by unanimous vote.
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DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Commissioner Walker disclosed a potential conflict of interest with agenda item H1. Burke
Co WRD: North Star Dam Removal due to her employment with Barr Engineering.

CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES
Commissioner Goehring moved to approve the June 9, 2026, State Water Commission
meeting minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson and
passed by unanimous vote.

Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the July 23, 2026, Pre-Commission meeting
minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Volk and passed by
unanimous vote.

COMMISSION SECRETARY UPDATE
Reice Haase, DWR Director, Commission Secretary, provided an update on State Water
Commission funding obligations, carryover funds, and the ongoing cost-share policy and
governance and finance studies. The Large Regional, Municipal, and Rural Water buckets are
substantially or fully obligated, with the current meeting agenda expected to fully obligate the
General Water bucket. The Discretionary bucket will be used to fund the activated drought
disaster livestock program. Haase reported that $282.8 million of prior biennium carryover funds
has been spent, leaving $287.2 million remaining. Haase also reported that meetings have been
held in all eight basins and public comments have been reviewed as part of developing a
revised cost-share policy. The draft policy will address the state’s current budget realities and is
not expected to mirror the Deloitte recommendations exactly. An implementation plan for the
cost-share and governance and finance recommendations is expected to be presented to the
Water Topics Overview Committee on September 17, with additional discussions with the
Commission planned throughout the remainder of the year and potential Commission action
anticipated at the December meeting. The NAWS Authority submitted a resolution supporting
Deloitte Option 1, which would provide the Authority with additional responsibility and the ability
to hire an executive director. Haase will meet with the Southwest Water Authority in September
to discuss the Deloitte recommendations and obtain feedback. The Garrison Diversion
Conservancy District and Lake Agassiz Water Authority submitted resolutions supporting
Deloitte Option 3 for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project, which would place ownership
of the project with the State Water Commission while continuing to contract with Garrison to
complete the project. Haase also reported receiving positive feedback on Option 3 from the
mayors of Grand Forks, Fargo, and West Fargo during the basin meetings.

FINANCIAL REPORT
The Glossary of Terms, allocated program expenditures, and financial reports were
presented by Chris Kadrmas, DWR Administration Division Director.

The oil extraction tax deposits total $207,191,407 estimated through July 2026 for the 2025-
27 biennium, which is $19,193,675 above the projected biennium revenue of $187,997,728
through July 2026.

The 69th Legislative Assembly estimated oil extraction tax deposits for the 2025-2027
biennium to total $354,510,000 through June 2027. It also provided for the transfer of oil
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extraction tax deposits in excess of the legislative forecast for the 2025-2027 biennium to be
transferred quarterly to the Water Projects Stabilization Fund.

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT (SWPP)
Justin Froseth, SWPP Manager, presented the following SWPP items to the Commission:

Contract 1-1C: Modifications to Existing Intake Pump Stations—Award and Funding
Authorization Update

Froseth stated Contract 1-1C — Modifications to Existing Intake Pump Stations, is a project to
install equipment and complete necessary construction modifications to increase pumping
capacity within the existing SWPP’s intake by 3,000 gallons per minute. The June 2026 memo
included the award of SWPP Contract 1-1C General Construction with Bid Alternate G-1 to CC
Steel, LLC in the amount of $727,750. The correct amount is $764,250. The funding
authorization presented and approved at the June 2026 meeting was $2.98 million. With the
correction to the contract amount, the required funding authorization for all scopes of work,
including Bid Alternate G-1 is $3.02 million.

The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Commissioner Volk
the Commission allocate $3.02 million to the Southwest Pipeline Project
from funds appropriated in the 2025-2027 biennium; and, authorize the
Secretary to award SWPP Contract 1-1C General Construction with Bid
Alternate G-1 to CC Steel, LLC in the amount of $764,250, Contract 1-1C
Mechanical Construction to Peterson Sheet Metal in the amount of
$612,500, and Contract 1-1C Electrical Construction to Edling Electric in
the amount of $1,137,000.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk Walker,
Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye. There were
no nay votes. The motion carried.

Contract 2-21: Metallic Raw Water Pipeline Replacement—Award Authorization

Froseth discussed plans to replace approximately 2,500 feet of microbiologically affected ductile
iron pipeline near Dodge. Project plans and specifications have been completed, and bids were
advertised beginning August 4, with bid opening scheduled for the following week. Due to the
project’s time-sensitive nature, staff requested pre-authorization for the contract award, allowing
Secretary Haase to award the contract following the bid opening and prior to the October State
Water Commission meeting. The project is intended to allow pipe to be ordered for installation in
late winter or early spring, with potential dewatering work occurring this fall. Staff recommended
using contractor-procured pipe rather than owner-procured pipe, as previous owner
procurement did not provide a time savings and would affect available tax-exemption benefits.
Funding authorization will be requested at the October SWC meeting.

The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Commissioner
Veeder the Commission authorize the Secretary to award Contract 2-2I,
Raw Water Main Transmission Pipeline Replacement, to the lowest
responsible bidder.
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Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY (NAWS)
Brandon Hicks, NAWS Project Manager, presented the following NAWS item to the
Commission:

High Service Pump Station—Operations and Maintenance Agreement

Hicks presented the proposed High Service Pump Station Operations and Maintenance
Agreement between the State Water Commission and the City of Minot, with an anticipated
effective date of January 1, 2027. The agreement formalizes the roles and responsibilities of the
City of Minot and the Department of Water Resources for the pump station, which serves the
City of Minot and the NAWS Regional Water System. The City of Minot will be responsible for
day-to-day operations, routine and preventive maintenance, SCADA alarm response, and
maintaining maintenance records, while the Department of Water Resources will retain
ownership responsibilities and be responsible for electricity costs, property taxes, insurance,
and administration of the existing NAWS reserve fund. The City will provide bi-monthly
maintenance reports and operational data to the Department. Cost-sharing will be based on
average water usage from 2023 through 2025, with Minot accounting for 87% and the NAWS
system accounting for 13% of usage. Accordingly, the Department will reimburse the City for
approximately 13% of annual operations and maintenance costs, with the percentage updated
annually based on the preceding three years of water usage. The agreement remains subject to
legal review and approval by the Minot City Council. Staff recommended that the State Water
Commission authorize the Secretary to finalize and execute the agreement with the City of
Minot.

The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerman and seconded by Commissioner
Goehring the Commission authorize the Secretary to finalize and execute
the Northwest Area Water Supply Project—High Service Pump Station
operations and Maintenance Agreement between the State Water
Commission and the City of Minot.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

Replace and Extraordinary Maintenance—Isolation Vault #2 & Raw Water Transmission
Line Repairs

Hicks presented two requests for reimbursement from the NAWS Replacement and
Extraordinary Maintenance (REM) Fund. The first request was for repairs to Isolation Vault No.
2, which was discovered completely flooded in December 2025, resulting in damage to electrical
and instrumentation equipment. An investigation determined that low pressure at the Minot
Sundre Booster Station was likely the cause of the incident. DWR has been working with the
City of Minot to ensure appropriate discharge pressure is maintained to prevent a recurrence.
The estimated cost to restore the electrical and instrumentation components is just over
$110,000. The second request involved a raw water transmission line failure that occurred on
August 4 near Totten Trail while water was being conveyed from the lake to the Biota Water
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Treatment Plant. The repair has been completed at an estimated cost of approximately $30,000,
and a failure analysis is underway to help prevent recurrence. Hicks reported that the current
NAWS REM Fund balance is $4,558,130 as of May 31 and recommended that the State Water
Commission approve use of REM funds for both the Isolation Vault No. 2 repairs and the raw
water transmission line repair.

The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerman and seconded by Commissioner
Anderson the Commission approve isolation vault #2 repairs and raw
water transmission line repairs as eligible Replacement and Extraordinary
Maintenance projects.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,

Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

STATE COST-SHARE REQUESTS

General Water

Commissioner Anderson discussed the General Water project: Ransom County Water
Resource District—Fort Ransom Dam Modifications. Commissioner Anderson requested that
the Ransom County item be removed from the consent agenda to allow additional discussions
between the Ransom County Water Resource District and DWR staff regarding potential
coordination on the dam rehabilitation project. Commissioner Anderson requested Ransom
County to work collaboratively with DWR on the project and noted that coordination among dam
rehabilitation projects help avoid duplicative efforts and reduce project costs. DWR staff were
recognized for taking a proactive role in exploring opportunities for coordination and cooperation
among the projects.

Dr. Duane Pool, DWR Planning and Education Division Director, provided an update on
DWR’s Operation Safe Flow initiative, which was initiated late last year to evaluate several low-
head dams, including the Ransom County Fort Ransom Dam. DWR engaged a consulting firm
to complete preliminary design evaluations, and the agency’s construction crew also developed
an estimate for dam removal. Three alternatives are being considered: private removal of the
dam, removal by DWR'’s construction crew, or mitigation of the existing structure by leaving it in
place and constructing rock riffles downstream. The rock riffle alternative was the option
presented by the Ransom County Water Resource District at the time of application, with an
estimated project cost of $457,500 and a required 25% local cost-share. DWR subsequently
provided the district with information regarding the other alternatives, including an estimated
$237,000 cost for DWR’s construction crew to remove the dam. The Ransom County Water
Resource District has not yet made a final decision regarding the contracting option. Dr. Pool
noted that, given the Commission’s longstanding priority of addressing low-head dams and the
associated public safety concerns, DWR is prepared to use its own staff and construction crew
to remove the dam at no cost to the local water resource district. Dr. Pool emphasized that
many of these structures are legacy dams inherited by local districts and that the Fort Ransom
Dam presents significant life-safety concerns.
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Ransom Co WRD: Fort Ransom Dam Modification $457,500
(SWC Project No. 0275)

Ransom County Water Resource District (WRD) requested construction cost-share for the
Fort Ransom Dam Modification project. Fort Ransom Dam is a low-hazard, low-head dam on
the Sheyenne River. The purpose of the project is to mitigate the public dangers associated
with low head dam roller effects while allowing for the passage of aquatic species. The dam
will remain in place, and fill and riprap will be placed downstream in a fish passage
arrangement.

This project as presented meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy.
The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Commissioner Frith,
DWR staff work with the Ransom County Water Resource District (WRD) to
evaluate options for low head dam removal of the Fort Ransom Dam,
including coordination with DWR for potential state-led removal. The
Commission further approved Ransom County WRD’s request for state cost-
share participation in the Fort Ransom Dam modification project at 75% of
eligible costs, with a state cost-share amount not to exceed $457,500. This
approval is contingent upon the availability of funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA
The consent agenda included the following cost-share projects with requested funding
amounts for approval:

General Water
Burke Co. WRD North Star Dam Removal $185,282
GDCD MM 10R Irrigation Project $253,729

General Water (Conveyance)
Pembina Co WRD Drain 4 Stabilization $100,609

Water Supply (Discretionary)
Medora New Water Storage Reservoir $784,156

Water Supply (Municipal)
City of Underwood Water System Improvements $450,074
There were no questions, and the following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Veeder and seconded by Commissioner

Hansen the Commission approve the Consent Agenda items as
presented.

August 18, 2026
Page 7 of 12



Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
Commissioner Walker abstained. There were no nay votes. The motion
carried.

GENERAL WATER, WATER SUPPLY, AND DEFERRED PROJECT FUNDING
Dr. Pool presented the water supply buckets and a list of projects from sponsors requesting
cost-share. The list of projects detailed if the project was in the water development plan and
then was ranked by prioritization based upon the SWC cost-share policy.

STATE COST-SHARE REQUESTS
General Water (Discretionary)
Abigail Franklund, DWR Cost-Share Program Manager, presented the following general
water (discretionary) project.

Pembina Co WRD: Pembina City Dam Modifications $1,185,243
(SWC Project No. 0299)

Pembina County Water Resource District (WRD) requested construction cost-share
assistance for the Pembina City Dam Modification project. The Pembina City Dam is a low-
hazard, low-head dam on the Pembina River. The project will mitigate public safety hazards
caused by the dam’s recirculating roller effect while facilitating aquatic species passage.
Rock riprap and boulders will be installed to create rapids in the location of the existing dam.
The dam abutments will be eliminated, and slopes will be protected with rock riprap. The City
of Pembina owns the dam and is the construction project owner. Under a memorandum of
understanding executed in June 2026, the WRD is the fiscal agent for external grant funding.

This project as presented meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy.
The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Odermann and seconded by Commissioner
Anderson the Commission fund the request from the Pembina County
Water Resource District for state cost-share participation in the Pembina
City Dam Modification project at 75% of eligible costs, not to exceed
$1,185,243. This approval is contingent on available funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

General Water (Conveyance)
Franklund presented the following general water (conveyance) projects.

Cass County Joint WRD: Cass County Drain 13 Outlet Improvements $165,000
(SWC Project No. 1069)

North Cass Water Resource District (WRD) requested preconstruction cost-share funding for
the Cass County Drain 13 Outlet Improvements project. A feasibility study completed in 2026
evaluated alternatives to address significant erosion along an 8.5-mile reach of Drain 13,
extending from Highway 81 to its outlet at the Red River. The study determined that erosion
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and bank sloughing are most severe along the downstream 1.2 miles of the drain. The
proposed project includes geotechnical investigations, final design, permitting, and utility
coordination to improve this 1.2-mile reach. Planned improvements also include replacing the
existing bridge at the 20" Street SE crossing with two 14-foot by 12-foot reinforced concrete
box culverts.

This project as presented meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy.
The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Commissioner
Hansen the Commission fund the request from the North Cass Water
Resource District for state cost-share participation in the Cass County
Drain 13 Outlet Improvements project at 60% of eligible costs, not to
exceed $165,000. This approval is contingent on available funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

North Cass WRD: Cass County Drain 26 Improvements $279,626
(SWC Project No. 1079)

North Cass Water Resource District (WRD) requested construction cost-share for the Cass
County Drain 26 Channel Improvement project. The purpose of the project is to replace
culverts and reconstruct a half mile of channel in Sections 27 and 28 of Wiser Township. The
proposed project includes replacing the crossing at 171t Ave SE, regrade the channel to
improve flow and reduce erosion, and install erosion protection at culverts.

This project as presented meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy.
The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerman and seconded by Commissioner
Goehring the Commission fund the request from the North Cass Water
Resource District for state cost-share participation in the Cass County
Drain 26 Channel Improvement project at 60% of eligible costs, not to
exceed $279,626. This approval is contingent on available funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

Richland Co WRD: Drain 4 (33) Improvements $127,218
(SWC Project No. 1178)

The Richland County Water Resource District (WRD) requested construction cost-share for
the Richland County Drain 4 (33) Reconstruction project. Drain 4 Lateral 33 is a combined
drain system with a north and south outlet discharging into Antelope Creek, with a high point
dividing the two. The purpose of the project is to lower the high point along the drain
alignment to allow for the south outlet to be utilized more frequently. The project includes
improving 7,400 feet of drain and replacing two culverts along the drain alignment.

This project as presented meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy.
The following motion was made:
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Moved by Commissioner Odermann and seconded by Commissioner
Anderson the Commission fund the request from the Richland County
Water Resource District for state coast-share participation in the Richland
County Drain 4 (33) Improvement project at 60% of eligible costs, not to
exceed $127,218. This approval is contingent on available funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

Water Supply (Rural/Regional)
Julie Prescott, DWR Engineer Manager, presented the following rural/regional water supply
projects.

Northeast RWD: User and Reservoir Expansion $1,277,607
(SWC Project No. 2050NOE)

Northeast Regional Water District requested construction cost-share for their User and
Reservoir Expansion project. The project includes a user expansion portion, which was
previously approved for cost-share by the Commission, and a reservoir expansion portion,
which is the current request. The proposed reservoir expansion includes pump station
upgrades at Reservoirs 11 through 14, Mountain Reservoir, and the Walhalla Meter Station.

This project meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy. The following
motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Odermann and seconded by Commissioner
Goehring the Commission approve the request from the Northeast
Regional Water District for an additional state cost-share participation in
the User and Reservoir Expansion project in the amount of $1,277,607, or
75% of eligible costs, with total cost-share not to exceed $2,799,856. This
approval is contingent on available funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Walker,
Zimmerman, Bodine, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye. There were no
nay votes. The motion carried.

WAWSA: R&T Stanley and Little Knife Bay $646,650
(SWC Project No. 1973)

The Western Area Water Supply Authority requested preconstruction cost-share for their
R&T Water District Stanely Part Il Alt 1l and Little Knife Bay project. The project is installation
of 62 miles of distribution pipeline, a bulk meter at Little Knife Bay, and a booster pump
station to provide service to 44 new rural users and 38 new users within the extra-territorial
area (ETA) of the Cities of New Town and Stanley.

This project meets requirements of the Water Commission’s cost-share policy. The following
motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Frith and seconded by Commissioner Veeder the
Commission approve the request from the Western Area Water Supply
Authority for state cost-share participation in the R&T Water District
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Stanley Part Il Alt Il and Little Knife Bay project at 75% of eligible rural
costs, and 60% of eligible extra-territorial area costs, not to exceed
$646,650. This approval is contingent on available funding.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Walker,
Zimmerman, Bodine, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye. There were no
nay votes. The motion carried.

Water Supply (Municipal)
The following municipal water supply projects were deferred pending available funding.

Grenora Water Treatment Plant Improvement $30,000
Steele Water Main Replacement Phase | $124,200
Almont Drinking Water and Sanitary Sewer $47,540
Casselton Downtown Improvements Project $525,218
Harwood North Main Water Loop $491,129
Grafton Water System Replacement Phase | $2,556,064
Regent Main Avenue Reconstruction $644,705
Watford City 2026 Water Main Replacement $2,130,923
West Fargo 15t Avenue E Reconstruction $1,136,346
West Fargo Meadow Ridge Reconstruction Phase | $1,120,118
Rolla WTP Improvements $15,000
Binford Water & Wastewater System Improvements $300,000
Mandan Intake Phase Il Study $135,000
Stanley Capital Improvements Project IV $95,460

WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY (WAWSA) PROJECT UPDATE
Chris Barke, WAWSA Executive Director, presented the WAWSA project update
detailing ongoing and upcoming projects across five counties, including pipeline
installations, pump station upgrades, and coordination with the US Forest Service, with
construction and funding timelines outlined for each project.

LEGAL UPDATES
Matthew Sagsveen, Attorney General’s Office, provided an update on current legal matters
involving the SWC and DWR.

PROJECT UPDATES

DWR staff provided updates on the following projects:
Devils Lake: Yaping Chi, Water Resources Engineer
Red River Basin: Yaping Chi, Water Resources Engineer
Mouse River: Laura Ackerman, Water Resource Engineer
Missouri River: Clay Carufel, Water Resource Engineer
NAWS: Brandon Hicks, NAWS Project Manager

o Ryan David, Houston Engineering — Lake Water Delivery to Minot Update
e SWPP: Justin Froseth, SWPP Manager
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There being no further business to come before the Commission, Lt. Governor Strinden
adjourned the August 18, 2026, meeting at 3:30 PM. The next State Water Commission
meeting will be held on September 16, 2026, at 1:00 PM CT .

Michelle Strinden, Lieutenant Governor
Acting Chairman, State Water Commission

Reice Haase, Director, DWR
Secretary to the State Water Commission
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MINUTES C 2

North Dakota State Water Commission
Special Meeting via Microsoft Teams
August 26, 2026

The ND State Water Commission (Commission or SWC) held a special meeting via
Microsoft Teams on August 26, 2026. Lt. Governor Strinden called the meeting to order
at 1:00 PM. A quorum was present. The board opened the meeting by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

State Water Commission Members Present:
Lt. Governor Strinden, Acting Chairman

Doug Goehring, ND Agriculture Commissioner
Michael Anderson, Lower Red River Basin
Jeff Frith, Devils Lake Basin

Steve Hansen, James River Basin

James Odermann, Little Missouri, Upper Heart, and Upper Cannonball River Basins
Gene Veeder, Upper Missouri River Basin

Jay Volk, Lower Missouri River Basin

April Walker, Upper Red River Basin

Jason Zimmerman, Mouse River Basin

Others Present:

Reice Haase, Director, ND Dept. of Water Resources (DWR or Department) and
Commission Secretary

Patrick Fridgen, DWR Deputy Director

Jen Verleger, DWR General Counsel

DWR Staff

Approximately 32 people present online.

CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA
Commissioner Zimmerman moved to approve the August 26, 2026, special meeting
agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson and passed
by unanimous vote.

DROUGHT DISASTER LIVESTOCK PROGRAM
Reice Haase, DWR Director, stated the Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply
Assistance Program (DDLWSAP) was activated on August 18, 2026. The Commission
authorized $2,000,000, consisting of the remaining $1,713,564 in carryover funding from
the 2021-23 biennium and $286,436 from the 2025-27 discretionary fund. During the
current activation, the program has received applications from 191 producers to develop
221 reliable livestock water supply projects, and the Department of Water Resources has
obligated approximately $1,012,027 in cost-share funding for 122 approved projects.
Approximately $967,973 remains in currently appropriated funding from the August 18,
2026, activation. There are an additional 97 applications awaiting staff review for an
estimated $807,311, leaving approximately $160,662 available for the DDLWSAP.

The following motion was made:

Moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Commissioner
Veeder the Commission appropriate, in accordance with the drought
disaster declaration issued by the Governor of North Dakota, an additional
$2,000,000 for the Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance
Program, for a total of $4,000,000 for the 2026 program activation.



Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Under Authority of NDCC § 44-04-19.1(9) for Attorney Client Consultation regarding
Northwest Area Water Supply Biota Water Treatment Plant

It was the recommendation of Lt. Governor Strinden that further discussion relating to
the Northwest Area Water Supply Biota Water Treatment Plant be held in Executive
Session, under the provisions of NDCC § 44-04-19.1(9), for the purpose of attorney
consultation. The Commission invited the following to participate in the Executive
Session:

State Water Commission Members Present:

Lt. Governor Strinden, Acting Chairman

Doug Goehring, Commissioner, ND Agriculture Commissioner
Michael Anderson, Lower Red River Basin

Jeff Frith, Devils Lake Basin

Steve Hansen, James River Basin

James Odermann, Little Missouri, Upper Heart, and Upper Cannonball River Basins
Gene Veeder, Upper Missouri River Basin

Jay Volk, Lower Missouri River Basin

April Walker, Upper Red River Basin

Jason Zimmerman, Mouse River Basin

Others Present:

Reice Haase, DWR Director and Commission Secretary
Patrick Fridgen, DWR Deputy Director

Jen Verleger, DWR General Counsel

Sindhuja S. Pillai Grinolds, DWR Water Development Division Director
Brandon Hicks, NAWS Project Manager

Shana Brost, Administrative Officer

Chris Kadrmas, DWR Administration Division Director
Abby Ebach, DWR Policy Advisor

Aaron Weber, Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office

Ben Gehrig, DWR Data & Technology Services

Caryn Boisen, Larson King (DWR Outside Counsel)

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerman and seconded by Commissioner
Volk that under the provision of NDCC § 44-04-19.1(9), the Commission
proceed into Executive Session on August 26, 2026, at 1:08 PM for the
purpose of attorney consultation relating to the Northwest Area Water
Supply Biota Water Treatment Plant.

Commissioners Anderson, Frith, Hansen, Odermann, Veeder, Volk,
Walker, Zimmerman, Goehring, and Lt. Governor Strinden voted aye.
There were no nay votes. The motion carried.

Following attorney consultation regarding the Northwest Area Water Supply Biota Water
Treatment Plant, Lt. Governor Strinden reconvened the open session of the Commission
meeting at 1:34 PM.

Lt Governor Strinden indicated that the Commission provided guidance to staff and legal
counsel during the executive session, and that no motions were made.



There being no further business to come before the Commission, Lt. Governor Strinden
adjourned the August 26, 2026, special meeting at 1:35 PM. The next State Water
Commission meeting will be held on September 16, 2026, at 1:00 PM CT.

Michelle Strinden, Lieutenant Governor
Acting Chairman, State Water Commission

Reice Haase, Director, DWR
Secretary to the State Water Commission



MINUTES C3

North Dakota State Water Commission
Pre-Commission Meeting
September 16, 2026

The North Dakota State Water Commission (Commission or SWC) held a Pre-Commission
meeting via Teams and in-person on September 16, 2026. The meeting was called to order at
1:00 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Michael Anderson, Lower Red River Basin

Jeff Frith, Devils Lake Basin (online)

Steve Hansen, James River Basin

James Odermann, Little Missouri, Upper Heart, and Upper Cannonball River Basins (online)
Gene Veeder, Upper Missouri River Basin (online)

Jason Zimmerman, Mouse River Basin (online)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:
Jay Volk, Lower Missouri River Basin
April Walker, Upper Red River Basin

OTHERS PRESENT:

Reice Haase, Director ND Department of Water Resources (DWR), Commission Secretary
Patrick Fridgen, DWR Deputy Director

John Paczkowski, State Engineer

DWR staff

Commission Secretary Update

Reice Haase, DWR Director, Commission Secretary, provided a comprehensive update to the
Commission on the status of funding buckets for water projects, highlighting allocations,
remaining funds, and the impact of legislative changes, as well as the process for project
approvals and deferred projects.

Final Navigability Determinations

Aaron Carranza, DWR Regulatory Division Director, presented an informational item regarding
the fourth and final step in the navigability determination process for six currently claimed
navigable waters: the Bois de Sioux River, Missouri River, Mouse River, Red River of the North,
Upper Des Lacs Lake, and Yellowstone River.

The process is being conducted in compliance with the 2019 legislation establishing a four-step
process between DWR and SWC to transparently communicate the need for, preliminary
findings of, and final report regarding navigability determinations.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, DWR opened at 60-day comment
period in accordance with NDCC § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). DWR received no comments. After the 60-
day comment period, DWR held a public hearing on July 14, 2026, in accordance with NDCC §
61-33-05.1(2)(b). DWR received no comments.

Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP)

Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, DWR Water Development Division Director, explained the Ray
Christensen Pump Station (RCPS) houses pumps for the West, South, North and East Zones.
At the October 2024 SWC meeting, moving forward with developing bid ready documents for
the design with the next nominal pipe size above identified needs with 25 percent additional



capacity design was approved for the West Zone Transmission Improvements. West Zone
Transmission Improvements include improvements to the RCPS. Long term upgrades to the
RCPS include improvements to the pumps for the South zone and North and East Zone as well.
Specific Authorization 242 authorized BW/AECOM to complete a Preliminary Design Report for
the RCPS. Southwest Water Authority (SWA) reached out to communities and other users in
the South and North and East Zones to determine their projected future water needs.

Based on information provided by SWA, BW/AECOM has completed the future water-needs
analysis for the South, North, and East Zones. For the North and East Zones, the current
allocation is 1,229 gallons per minute (gpm). The future water needs analysis shows an
additional 383 gpm in identified needs. Adding an additional 50% for “blue sky” capacity to the
identified needs, results in a future design allocation of 1,804 gpm.

For the South Zone, the current allocation is 2,118 gpm. The analysis identifies an additional
550 gpm in future needs. Applying the 50% “blue sky” factor to the identified need results in a
projected allocation of 2,943 gpm. However, BW/AECOM recommends a future design
allocation of 3,118 gpm, which includes:

* 2,118 gpm (current allocation),

* 550 gpm (identified additional needs), and

* 450 gpm to account for the City of Bowman (300 gpm) and Perkins County, South

Dakota (150 gpm).

The 450-gpm noted above is not dedicated to the City of Bowman or Perkins County but is used
to aid in developing a conservative future allocation estimation.

Approval will be requested for the recommended design capacity for the South Zone and North
and East Zones at the October State Water Commission Meeting.

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS)

In response to an inquiry from Commissioner Walker, Brandon Hicks, NAWS Project Manager,
presented information on NAWS’s Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system

and cybersecurity. SCADA combines hardware and software to allow operators to monitor and
control water systems locally and remotely, including adjusting setpoints for seasonal demand

changes.

Following a cybersecurity issue at the Minot water treatment plant in March, NAWS system'’s
SCADA provider and developer, PCl took the SCADA system offline for two to three days,
performed a complete system scan, and restored operations. When the SCADA system was
offline, the system worked with local hydraulic controls allowing uninterrupted water supply to
the NAWS customers.

Hicks noted ongoing efforts such as disconnecting NAWS and Minot data communications,
limiting web browser access, updating firewalls, multi-factor authentication, along with continued
evaluation and involvement of subject matter experts is important for the NAWS customers.

Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance Program

Cory Drevecky, DWR Water Resource Planner, stated following Governor Kelly Armstrong’s
drought emergency declaration, the SWC activated the Drought Disaster Livestock Water
Supply Assistance Program (DDLWSAP) to provide financial assistance to livestock producers
experiencing water supply challenges due to drought conditions.



The DDLWSAP provides eligible livestock producers in designated counties with cost-share
assistance of up to 65 percent of eligible project costs, not to exceed $10,000 per project, with a
maximum of three projects per applicant. Eligible projects include new wells, rural water system
connections, pipeline extensions, pasture taps, pumps, generators, electrical or solar hookups,
stock water tanks, contracted labor, materials, and equipment rentals for producer-completed
work.

The DDLWSAP was activated on August 18, 2026. The Commission authorized $2 million for
the program, consisting of the remaining $1,713,564 in carryover funding from the 2021-23
biennium and $286,436 from the 2025-27 discretionary fund. Due to strong program demand,
the Commission authorized an additional $2 million in discretionary funds during a special
Commission meeting on August 26, 2026, bringing total available program funding to $4 million.

During the current activation, program administrators reviewed 503 applications from 398
applicants and approved 470 livestock water supply projects. The Department of Water
Resources obligated approximately $4 million in cost-share funding for approved projects.

Before the application portal closed on September 1 due to limited funding, an additional
$91,215 in eligible funding requests had been submitted but not yet approved. To avoid denying
these requests solely because available program funds had been fully obligated, staff
recommended that the Secretary authorize additional funding. Secretary Haase approved
$84,255 in previously obligated 2021-23 biennium funding for livestock water improvements on
state lands, along with $6,960 in discretionary funding, providing the full $91,215 needed to fund
the remaining requests.

The program remains active; however, all available funding has been fully obligated, so no
additional applications are currently being accepted.

Four-Year Progress Reports

Abigail Franklund, DWR Cost-Share Program Manager, discussed the following Four-Year
Progress updates to be submitted to the SWC as required by the NDCC. The following have
opted to give progress reports and request extensions:

e City of Neche: Neche Levee FEMA Certification Project
Total Cost-Share $355,106 Unused Balance: $245,469.30

¢ Red River Joint WRD: Lower Red Basin Regional Detention Study
Total Cost-Share $77,905 Unused Balance: $31,327.44

¢ Pembina County WRD: Crystal Flood Risk Reduction Project
Total Cost-Share $27,600 Unused Balance: $27,600

¢ Pembina County WRD: Cavalier Flood Risk Reduction Project
Total Cost-Share $28,800 Unused Balance: $28,800

o City of Killdeer: HWBL Water Expansion
Total Cost-Share $75,000 Unused Balance: $58,800

e All Season WUD: Rolla Area Booster
Total Cost-Share $26,000 Unused Balance: $26,000



¢ North Prairie WRD: Mountrail County Water Supply Phase 2
Total Cost-Share $3,086,000 Unused Balance: $927,656.45

General Water
Franklund presented the following general water project to be presented at the October
Commission meeting.

e GDCD: LA10 Irrigation Project $1,052,642
The project sponsor requested a cost-share at 75 percent reimbursement for
construction costs. The request will be deferred pending available funding.

Dr. Duane Pool, DWR Planning and Education Division Director, presented the water supply
buckets and a list of projects from sponsors requesting cost-share. The list of projects detailed if
the project was in the water development plan and then was ranked by prioritization based upon
the SWC cost-share policy.

Water Supply

Julie Prescott, DWR Engineer Manager, presented the following rural and municipal water
supply projects to be presented at the October Commission meeting. These projects are
considered based on cost-share prioritization framework and available funding.

e SEWUD: West Water Treatment Plant Phase 2 $514,00
The project sponsor requested a cost-share at 75 percent reimbursement for
preconstruction costs. The request will be on the consent agenda.

e City of Grenora: Water Treatment Plant Improvement $30,000
The project sponsor requested preconstruction cost-share at 15 percent reimbursement
after Department of Environmental Quality funding of 75 percent reimbursement. The
request will be on the consent agenda.

e City of Steele: Water Main Replacement $124,200
The project sponsor requested a cost-share at 60 percent reimbursement for
preconstruction costs. The request will be on the consent agenda.

¢ City of Almont: Drinking Water and Sanitary Sewer $47,540
The project sponsor requested a cost-share at 60 percent reimbursement for
construction costs. The request will be on the consent agenda.

The following municipal water supply projects are deferred pending available funding:

1. McVille McVille WTP Rehabilitation $1,022580 C
2. Casselton Downtown Improvements Project $525,218 C
3. Harwood North Main Water Loop $491,129 C
4. Grafton Water System Replacement Phase | $2,556,064 C
5. Regent Main Avenue Reconstruction $644,705 C
6. Watford City 2026 Water Main Replacement $2,130,923 C
7. West Fargo 15t Avenue E Reconstruction $1,136,346 C
8. West Fargo Meadow Ridge Reconstruction Phase | $1,120,118 C
9. Rolla WTP Improvements $15,000 @)
10. Binford Water & Wastewater System Improvements $300,000 PC
11. Mandan Intake Phase Il Study $135,000 (0]
12. Stanley Capital Improvements Project IV $95,460 PC



Governance and Finance Study

Haase discussed draft implementation plans for Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP), Northwest
Area Water Supply (NAWS), and Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) in
response to the Regional Water Systems Governance and Finance Study.

SWPP: Option 2, supported by the Southwest Authority, maintains current governance model
while leveraging capital repayment for long-term project financing, reducing reliance on the
Resources Trust Fund for future construction needs.

NAWS: Option 1 for NAWS involves legislative changes to hire an executive director for the
NAWS Authority, with the goal of building maturity within the NAWS Authority and transitioning
NAWS Authority operational responsibilities from DWR.

RRVWSP: Option 3 proposes transferring project ownership and O&M (operations and
maintenance) responsibility to the State Water Commission, while contracting with Garrison
Diversion Conservancy District (GDCD) for day-to-day operations. Both Lake Agassiz Water
Authority (LAWA) and GDCD have passed resolutions supporting the plan and detailed
timelines for legislative and operational transitions.

Haase emphasized ongoing coalition building and stakeholder engagement. Commissioners
discussed the development of long-term business and financial plans and rate structures.

DWR Cost-Share Study

Patrick Fridgen, DWR Deputy Director, presented revised recommendations from the cost-share
policy study, reflecting public and stakeholder feedback, including tiered prioritization, adjusted
cost-share percentages, disadvantaged community considerations, and project caps.

Fridgen stated the revised policy introduces Tier 1 (65%), Tier 2 (50%), and Tier 3 (40%) cost
share levels, aligning replacement projects with prioritization tiers rather than a flat 25% as
originally proposed by Deloitte. Projects in disadvantaged communities with populations under
10,000 are eligible for higher cost share percentages, utilizing Department of Environmental
Quality affordability scoring mechanisms.

Commissioners debated the distinction between assessment drainage projects with positive
assessment votes (eligible for higher cost share) and those funded through maintenance levies,
emphasizing the benefits and communication challenges of each approach.

Fridgen stated recommendations include not implementing a $5 million per project cap,
obligating a $260 million line of credit, and setting a 40% cost share cap for professional
services, with case-by-case consideration for cost increase requests. Fridgen explained
standardized definitions for project types are maintained, and sponsors are required to report
back to the Commission if no activity occurs for two years, with emergency action plan
compliance required for cost share eligibility.

There being no further items of discussion, the meeting adjourned at 2:57 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Brost, Executive Assistant
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden a_ W
FROM: John Paczkowski, State Engineer

SUBJECT: Bois de Sioux River Navigability Determination Report
DATE: October 8, 2026

This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability
determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for
the Bois de Sioux River.

During the 66™ Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202
created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via

N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State Water Commission
(SWC) at key decision points during public meetings.

In accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(1), Department staff appeared before the SWC
October 8, 2020, to consult and demonstrate the public need and purpose for the navigability
determination of all currently claimed navigable waters (N.D.C.C. § 61-33-01(3)).

The 68™ Legislative Assembly (2023) appropriated up to $180,000 to the Department to contract
out the navigability investigation of six navigable waters. Those waters were:

Bois de Sioux River
Missouri River

Mouse River

Red River of the North
Upper Des Lacs Lake
Yellowstone River

o0k wh =

The Department entered into a contract with JE Fuller on April 12, 2024, to conduct a
navigability study on these six waterbodies.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, the Department opened a 60-day
comment period in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). The Department received no
comments. After the 60-day comment period, the Department held a public hearing on July 14,
2026, in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(b). The Department received no comments.

Bois de Sioux River Navigability Study Summary

Historical records included documentation of a variety of uses before and at statehood including
recreational and commercial boating, fishing, fur trapping, and transportation of people and
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goods between what is now Minnesota and North Dakota and between Canada and the United
States. There were no documented stream gages on the Bois de Sioux River until 1919, but
gage records from 1919 to present show average water flows sufficient for water passage,
especially during the spring high flows. Prior to statehood two prominent fur trading companies
had established posts on Lake Traverse, which the Bois de Sioux River drains, and ran their
businesses north and south from that location reaching all the way to Cananda. Post statehood,
in 1930, two teenagers journaled their voyage from Minneapolis to the Hudson Bay by canoe
where they wrote about navigating the Bois de Sioux River.

JE Fuller’'s opinion was that based on gage records and historical data collected, “the Bois de
Sioux River was navigable in its entirety within the entirety of North Dakota at statehood on
November 2, 1889.”

Final Determination of Navigability of the Bois de Sioux River

Based on the historical information the Department previously collected, in conjunction with the
data JE Fuller collected in their Bois de Sioux River study, the Department reaffirms that the
Bois de Sioux River is navigable in its entirety within North Dakota.

Background information available to view at the following link
(http://ftp.swec.nd.gov/ YUIloFKOQEwZVBAR) and at the Department office.



http://ftp.swc.nd.gov/_YUloFk9EwZVBdR
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden % W
FROM: John Paczkowski, State Engineer a '
SUBJECT: Missouri River Navigability Determination Rep

DATE: October 8, 2026

This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability
determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for
the Missouri River.

During the 66™ Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202
created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via

N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State Water Commission
(SWC) at key decision points during public meetings.

In accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(1), Department staff appeared before the SWC
October 8, 2020, to consult and demonstrate the public need and purpose for the navigability
determination of all currently claimed navigable waters (N.D.C.C. § 61-33-01(3)).

The 68™ Legislative Assembly (2023) appropriated up to $180,000 to the Department to contract
out the navigability investigation of six navigable waters. Those waters were:

Bois De Sioux River
Missouri River

Mouse River

Red River of the North
Upper Des Lacs Lake
Yellowstone River

o0k wh =

The Department entered into a contract with JE Fuller on April 12, 2024, to conduct a
navigability study on these six waterbodies.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, the Department opened a 60-day
comment period in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). The Department received no
comments. After the 60-day comment period, the Department held a public hearing on July 14,
2026, in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(b). The Department received no comments.

Missouri River Navigability Study Summary

Robust historical records include documentation of a variety of uses before and at statehood
including recreational and commercial boating, fishing, fur trapping, and transportation of
people, soldiers, and goods along the Missouri River from Montana to the Mississippi River.
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Gage records from 1928 through 1965 show consistent water flow sufficient for water passage.
Several Native American villages, government forts, fur trader posts, and settlements along with
several businesses that relied upon the river are recorded along the extent of the Missouri River
within North Dakota. Despite the lack of gage records prior to statehood, there are extensive
records showing a variety of boats, including dugout canoes, keelboats, and ferries used for
travel and commerce dating back to the 1730s.

JE Fuller's opinion was that based on gage records and historical data collected, “the Missouri
River was navigable in its entirety within the entirety of North Dakota at statehood on November
2,1889.”

Final Determination of Navigability of the Missouri River

Based on the historical information the Department previously collected, in conjunction with the
data JE Fuller collected in their Missouri River study, the Department reaffirms that the Missouri
River is navigable in its entirety within North Dakota.

Background information available to view at the following link
(http://ftp.swc.nd.gov/ YUIloFKOQEwZVBdR) and at the Department office.



http://ftp.swc.nd.gov/_YUloFk9EwZVBdR
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden a W
FROM: John Paczkowski, State Engineer

SUBJECT: Mouse (Souris) River Navigability Determination Report
DATE: October 8, 2026

This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability
determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for
the Mouse (Souris) River.

During the 66™ Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202
created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via

N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State Water Commission
(SWC) at key decision points during public meetings.

In accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(1), Department staff appeared before the SWC
October 8, 2020, to consult and demonstrate the public need and purpose for the navigability
determination of all currently claimed navigable waters (N.D.C.C. § 61-33-01(3)).

The 68™ Legislative Assembly (2023) appropriated up to $180,000 to the Department to contract
out the navigability investigation of six navigable waters. Those waters were:

Bois De Sioux River
Missouri River

Mouse River

Red River of the North
Upper Des Lacs Lake
Yellowstone River

o0k wh =

The Department entered into a contract with JE Fuller on April 12, 2024, to conduct a
navigability study on these six waterbodies.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, the Department opened a 60-day
comment period in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). The Department received no
comments. After the 60-day comment period, the Department held a public hearing on July 14,
2026, in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(b). The Department received no comments.

Mouse (Souris) River Navigability Study Summary

Historical records included documentation of a variety of uses before and at statehood,
including recreational and commercial boating, fishing, fur trapping, and transportation of people
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and goods both within Canada and the United States. Stream gage records from 1903 to 2024
show average water flows sufficient for water passage. By 1820, several small posts, along with
larger forts, were built along the Mouse River, mostly within Canada, but a few were
documented near Minot and Velva, North Dakota. Fur traders were recorded to travel cross-
country from Canada to the United States using the Mouse River and traversing to the Red
River Valley and back by establishing winter posts, staying close to the river during the winter
months, and using the river during early spring high-flows to transport their furs.

JE Fuller’s opinion was that based on gage records and historical data collected, “the Mouse
River was navigable in its entirety within the entirety of North Dakota at statehood on November
2,1889.”

Final Determination of Navigability of the Mouse River

Based on the historical information the Department previously collected, in conjunction with the
data JE Fuller collected in their Mouse River study, the Department reaffirms that the Mouse
River is navigable in its entirety within North Dakota.

Background information available to view at the following link
(http://ftp.swec.nd.gov/ YUIloFKQEwZVBdR) and at the Department office.



http://ftp.swc.nd.gov/_YUloFk9EwZVBdR
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden %/Z a. W
FROM: John Paczkowski, State Engineer
SUBJECT: Red River of the North Navigability Determination Report

DATE: October 8, 2026

This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability
determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for
the Red River of the North.

During the 66™ Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202
created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via

N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State Water Commission
(SWC) at key decision points during public meetings.

In accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(1), Department staff appeared before the SWC
October 8, 2020, to consult and demonstrate the public need and purpose for the navigability
determination of all currently claimed navigable waters (N.D.C.C. § 61-33-01(3)).

The 68™ Legislative Assembly (2023) appropriated up to $180,000 to the Department to contract
out the navigability investigation of six navigable waters. Those waters were:

Bois De Sioux River
Missouri River

Mouse River

Red River of the North
Upper Des Lacs Lake
Yellowstone River

o0k wh =

The Department entered into a contract with JE Fuller on April 12, 2024, to conduct a
navigability study on these six waterbodies.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, the Department opened a 60-day
comment period in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). The Department received no
comments. After the 60-day comment period, the Department held a public hearing on July 14,
2026, in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(b). The Department received no comments.

Red River of the North Navigability Study Summary

Historical records included documentation of a variety of uses before and at statehood including
recreational and commercial boating, fishing, fur trapping, and transportation of people and
goods between what is now Minnesota and North Dakota and between Canada and the United
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States. Stream gages on the Red River of the North date back to 1882. With over 140 years of
flow data, there is sufficient data that shows average water flows sufficient for water passage,
especially during the spring high flows. The Moorhead/Fargo area was a hub before and after
statehood for moving goods and people and the Red River of the North was integral for shipping
supplies and furs north and south between the U.S. and Canada.

JE Fuller’'s opinion was that based on gage records and historical data collected, “the Red River
of the North was navigable in its entirety within the entirety of North Dakota at statehood on
November 2, 1889.”

Final Determination of Navigability of the Red River of the North

Based on the historical information the Department previously collected, in conjunction with the
data JE Fuller collected in their Red River of the North study, the Department reaffirms that the
Red River of the North is navigable in its entirety within North Dakota.

Background information available to view at the following link
(http://ftp.swe.nd.gov/ YUIloFKOQEwWZVBAR) and at the Department office.



http://ftp.swc.nd.gov/_YUloFk9EwZVBdR
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden a / ,
FROM: John Paczkowski, State Engineer

SUBJECT: Upper Des Lacs Lake Navigability Determination Report
DATE: October 8, 2026

This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability
determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for
the Upper Des Lacs Lake.

During the 66™ Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202
created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via

N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State Water Commission
(SWC) at key decision points during public meetings.

In accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(1), Department staff appeared before the SWC
October 8, 2020, to consult and demonstrate the public need and purpose for the navigability
determination of all currently claimed navigable waters (N.D.C.C. § 61-33-01(3)).

The 68™ Legislative Assembly (2023) appropriated up to $180,000 to the Department to contract
out the navigability investigation of six navigable waters. Those waters were:

Bois de Sioux River
Missouri River

Mouse River

Red River of the North
Upper Des Lacs Lake
Yellowstone River

o0k wh =

The Department entered into a contract with JE Fuller on April 12, 2024, to conduct a
navigability study on these six waterbodies.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, the Department opened a 60-day
comment period in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). The Department received no
comments. After the 60-day comment period, the Department held a public hearing on July 14,
2026, in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(b). The Department received no comments.

Upper Des Lacs Lake Navigability Study Summary

Historical records included documentation of a variety of uses before and at statehood including
recreational and commercial boating, fishing, fur trapping, and a ferry large enough to carry two
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teams of horses and their weighed down wagons named the Will-o’-the-Wisp. There were no
early gages on Upper Des Lacs Lake, but there is sufficient records showing pre and early
statehood navigation and the need for a bridge due to increased settlement in the area.

JE Fuller’'s opinion was that based on gage records and historical data collected, “the Upper
Des Lacs Lake was navigable in its entirety within the entirety of North Dakota at statehood on
November 2, 1889.”

Final Determination of Navigability of the Upper Des Lacs Lake

Based on the historical information the Department previously collected, in conjunction with the
data JE Fuller collected in their Upper Des Lacs Lake study, the Department reaffirms that the
Upper Des Lacs Lake is navigable in its entirety within North Dakota.

Background information available to view at the following link
(http://ftp.swec.nd.gov/ YUIloFKOQEwZVBdR) and at the Department office.



http://ftp.swc.nd.gov/_YUloFk9EwZVBdR

NORTH

DCIkO'l-C' | Water Resources

Be Legendary.

MEMORANDUM
TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden a_ M
FROM: John Paczkowski, State Engineer

SUBJECT: Yellowstone River Navigability Determination Report
DATE: October 8, 2026

This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability
determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for
the Yellowstone River.

During the 66™ Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202
created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via

N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State Water Commission
(SWC) at key decision points during public meetings.

In accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(1), Department staff appeared before the SWC
October 8, 2020, to consult and demonstrate the public need and purpose for the navigability
determination of all currently claimed navigable waters (N.D.C.C. § 61-33-01(3)).

The 68™ Legislative Assembly (2023) appropriated up to $180,000 to the Department to contract
out the navigability investigation of six navigable waters. Those waters were:

Bois De Sioux River
Missouri River

Mouse River

Red River of the North
Upper Des Lacs Lake
Yellowstone River

o0k wh =

The Department entered into a contract with JE Fuller on April 12, 2024, to conduct a
navigability study on these six waterbodies.

Upon completion of the navigability study, on May 12, 2026, the Department opened a 60-day
comment period in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(a). The Department received no
comments. After the 60-day comment period, the Department held a public hearing on July 14,
2026, in accordance with N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1(2)(b). The Department received no comments.

Yellowstone River Navigability Study Summary

Historical records included documentation of a variety of uses before and at statehood including
recreational and commercial boating, fishing, fur trapping, and transportation of people and
freight between what is now Montana and North Dakota. Stream gages on the Yellowstone
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River date back to 1910 with sufficient data that shows average water flows sufficient for water
passage, especially during the spring high flows. Several steamboat transportation businesses
operated on the Yellowstone River and the Missouri River advertising low stream flow passage
carrying freight and military supplies to the several settlements and military posts located along
the rivers.

JE Fuller’s opinion was that based on gage records and historical data collected, “the
Yellowstone River was navigable in its entirety within the entirety of North Dakota at statehood
on November 2, 1889.”

Separately, in State ex rel. N. Dakota State Eng'r v. Leland, the court accepted that the
Yellowstone River was navigable at the time of statehood. 2026 ND 99, [ 4, 36 N.W.3d 522
("After trial, the court entered an order deciding the Yellowstone River was navigable at
statehood.”)

Final Determination of Navigability of the Yellowstone River

Based on the historical information the Department previously collected, in conjunction with the
data JE Fuller collected in their Yellowstone River study, the Department reaffirms that the
Yellowstone River is navigable in its entirety within North Dakota.

Background information available to view at the following link
(http://ftp.swec.nd.gov/ YUIloFKQEwZVBdR) and at the Department office.
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TO: Lt. Governor Michelle Strinden & North Dakota Water Commission Members
FROM: Reice Haase, Director-Secretary

SUBJECT: Financial Updates

DATE: October 8, 2026

Glossary

The updated glossary of terms is attached on pages 2-3.

2025-2027 Resources Trust Fund

Oil extraction tax deposits total $249,414,362 estimated through September 2026 for the 2025-27
biennium. This is $33,588,556 above the projected biennium revenue of $215,825,806 through
September 2026. Pages 4-5 of your packet have line charts showing the deposits into the Resources
Trust Fund month by month and cumulative to date and how they track with the projection. Page 6 of
your packet has a breakdown of our monthly deposits with the net revenue projection of $354,510,000 for
the biennium.

Page 7 is a flowchart that shows 20.5% of the Oil Extraction Tax that goes into the Resources Trust. The
0.5% allocation, which will sunset once $128,740,000 has been accumulated, has gathered $36.8 million
through September 2026.

2025-2027 Purpose Funding Summary

Page 8 provides the bucket report, illustrating appropriations versus approvals for each purpose funding
line. The navy-blue bars indicate the total appropriated amounts, and the light-blue bars show the
corresponding amounts that have been approved. Pages 9-10 outline the specific funding buckets that
would support the current cost-share requests.

Project Summary Reports

The July 2026 project summary report is attached on pages 11-12. Pages 11-12 shows carryover in
yellow, new appropriations in green, and the total appropriation in dark blue. Approvals are shown in light
blue. The unobligated appropriation is shown in teal for all funding sources.

Page 13 shows the 2025-2027 expenditures and unpaid approvals as of September 23, 2026. The blue

shows the total approved which ties to the blue on page 12, the gray shows the unpaid approvals, and the
red shows the expenditures.
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Glossary of Terms

Allocated-To apportion for a specific purpose. To set apart or earmark.

Anticipated Construction Request-Potential construction requests for prior approved
and current projects.

Appropriation-Specifies the amount of funds to be used for a particular purpose during
a period of time, normally one biennium.

Original-Legislative authorization to expend.

Current-Requesting authorization to allocate funds.

Unobligated- Funding available to be obligated to a project.

Appropriation Authority-Legislative authority in an Appropriation Act for an agency to
expend funds.

Appropriation Bill-A bill which appropriations are given legal effect.
Approved-Funds approved and allocated by the State Water Commission.
Beginning Balance-Resource Trust Fund cash balance that carries over from the
previous biennium. This information is provided by Legislative Council and includes

carryover and funds not approved or allocate by the State Water Commission.

Carryover Funds-Approved funds unpaid during the current biennium which are
transferred to the appropriation for the following biennium.

Carryover Projects-Projects approved but not finished by the end of the current
biennium. The time is limited to 2 years after the end of the current biennium, 6/30/21,
unless approved by the State Water Commission to continue past that date.

Cash-Resource Trust Fund money received and not allocated to a specific
appropriation purpose.

Cost Increase-Funding needed above original cost estimate.

De-Obligation-Funds released from project allocation made from the current biennium
appropriation.

Expenditure-Payment or funds spent.
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Obligation-Funds allocated from current biennium appropriation to pay based on a
contract.
Unexpended-Not yet spent or paid.

Turnback-Carryover funds released from prior biennium from a project allocation.

Unobligated Carryover-Previous biennium funding, not associated with a project
released to the Resource Trust Fund.

Unpaid Approval-A commitment to an expense at a future date.

Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund (WIRLF) Eligibility-Approval by the State
Water Commission of the eligibility of projects to apply for a Water Infrastructure
Revolving Loan in compliance with cost share and statutory authority. Final loan
approval is by the Bank of North Dakota.
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RESOURCES TRUST FUND REVENUE
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OIL EXTRACTION REVENUE
FOR THE 2025 - 2027 BIENNIUM

PROJECTED ACTUAL
RESOURCES RESOURCES
MONTH / ENERGY CONS.!  RENEWABLE' TRUST FUND TRANSFERS TO' TRANSFERS TO'  TRUST FUND
YEAR REVENUE ALLOCATION ALLOCATION ALLOCATION REVENUE ENERGY CONS. RENEWABLE NET DEPOSIT
AUGUST, 2025 $15,451,868 $77,259 $463,556 $14,911,053 $16,148,028 $80,740 $484,441 $15,582,847
SEPTEMBER, 2025 15,966,930 79,835 479,008 15,408,087 16,860,051 84,300 505,802 16,269,949
OCTOBER, 2025 15,966,930 79,835 479,008 15,408,087 15,666,756 78,334 470,003 15,118,420
NOVEMBER, 2025 15,451,868 77,259 463,556 14,911,053 14,515,295 72,576 435,459 14,007,259
DECEMBER, 2025 15,966,930 79,835 479,008 15,408,087 15,240,146 76,201 457,204 14,706,741
JANUARY, 2026 15,451,868 77,259 463,556 14,911,053 14,778,224 73,891 443,347 14,260,986
FEBRUARY, 2026 15,966,930 79,835 172,308 15,714,787 13,514,805 67,574 203,745 13,243,486
MARCH, 2026 15,966,930 79,835 15,887,095 14,111,016 70,555 14,040,461
APRIL, 2026 14,421,746 72,109 14,349,637 13,649,596 68,248 13,581,348
MAY, 2026 15,966,930 79,835 15,887,095 21,828,370 109,142 21,719,228
JUNE, 2026 15,451,868 77,259 15,374,609 24,185,879 120,929 24,064,949
JULY, 2026 15,966,930 79,835 15,887,095 26,693,238 133,466 26,559,772
AUGUST, 2026 13,685,940 68,430 13,617,510 21,648,593 108,243 21,540,350
SEPTEMBER, 2026 14,142,138 70,711 14,071,427 20,574,366 55,800 20,518,566
OCTOBER, 2026 14,142,138 70,711 14,071,427
NOVEMBER, 2026 13,685,940 50,158 13,635,782
DECEMBER, 2026 14,142,138 14,142,138
JANUARY, 2027 13,685,940 13,685,940
FEBRUARY, 2027 14,142,138 14,142,138
MARCH, 2027 14,142,138 14,142,138
APRIL, 2027 12,773,546 12,773,546
MAY, 2027 14,142,138 14,142,138
JUNE, 2027 13,685,940 13,685,940
JULY 2027-JUNE REVENUE 14,142,138 14,142,138
TOTALS $354,510,000 $1,200,000 $3,000,000 $350,310,000 $249,414,362 $1,200,000.00 $3,000,000 $245,214,362

" Transfers to the renewable energy development fund and the energy conservation grant fund are established in North Dakota Century Code Section 57-51.1-07.



RESOURCES TRUST FUND:

ALLOCATIONS

Oil Extraction Tax
N.D.C.C. § 57-51.1-07 Renewable Energy Development Fund

(Transfer is capped at $3 million)

Energy Conservation Grant Fund
(Transfer is capped at $1.2 million)

Excess Of

Water Projects Stabilization Fund

Resources Trust Fund Aétuil N.D.C.C. §61-01-26.3
Ve (Transfer not authorized 25-27)
Projected

*Through September 2026, $36.8 million has accumulated because of the additional 0.5% of oil extraction tax. 7



2025-27 PURPOSE FUNDING Dakotq | were fesource:
JULY 2025-SEPTEMBER 2026 e egendory

50 $36.5M

S40M $69.2M $223.2M *81.1M

Water Supply Water Supply Regional Flood Control Projects
Municipal Rural Water Supply

$12.59M

*12.59M *10.5M °5.9M

*OM °7.5M *41M

NAWS General Water Discretionary Funds

APPROVED UNOBLIGATED

*SWPP bucket includes $50M line of credit
Note: A $210M line of credit was provided for all other water projects.
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PURPOSE FUNDING SUMMARY 2025-2027
State Water Commission Cost-Share Unobligated Carryover
for October 8, 2026 Appropriation Turnback
09-23-26 06-30-25
Unobligated Appropriation| § 36,500,000 | $ 29,430,526
Flood Control
Cost-Share
1
Current Requests _9 - S -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = ~$ 36,500,000 | $ 29,430,526
Unobligated Appropriation| § - $ 1
General Water
Cost-Share
1
Current Requests _9 - S -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = ~$ = $ 1
$ 10,536,838 | § o
General Water - Conveyance
Cost-Share
1
Current Requests _% - S -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 10,536,838 | § -
Unobligated Appropriation | $ = $ 1,223,661
Water Supply - Municipal
Cost-Share
1 L-1: Grenora: WTP Improvement § 30,000.00
2 L-2: Steele: Water Main Replacement S 124,200.00
3 L-3: Almont: Drinking Water and Sanitary Sewer S 47,540.00
4 N-1: McVille: McVille WTP Rehabilitation S 1,021,920.00
Current Requests _9 - S 1,223,660
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ - $ 1
Unobligated Appropriation | $ 813,603 | § 1,253,725
Water Supply - Rural
Cost-Share
1 K-1: SEWUD: West WTP Phase 2 S 514,100
Current Requests _% B 514,100
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 813,603 [ $ 739,625
Unobligated Appropriation | $ 21,810,211 | $ 208,209
Regional Water Supply
Cost-Share
1
Current Requests _% - $ -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 21,810,211 [ $ 208,209




PURPOSE FUNDING SUMMARY 2025-2027
State Water Commission Cost-Share Unobligated Carryover
for October 8, 2026 Appropriation Turnback
09-23-26 06-30-25
Unobligated Appropriation | $ 5,855,015 | $ 329,219
Discretionary
Cost-Share
1
Current Requests _% - $ B
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 5,855,015 | § 329,219
State Owned Projects
SWPP Cost-Share
Unobligated Appropriation | $ 53,716,797 | $ -
1
2
Current Requests _% - S -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 53,716,797 | $ -
NAWS
Unobligated Appropriation | $ 12,598,990 | $ 2,146,148
1
2
Current Requests _9 - S -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 12,598,990 | § 2,146,148
Devils Lake Outlets
Unobligated Appropriation ' $ 1,000,000 | $ 1,800,000
1
2
Current Requests _9 - S -
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = = $ 1,000,000 | $ 1,800,000
Unobligated Appropriation for Purpose and State Owned Projects $ 142,831,454 | § 36,391,489
Current Requests  $ - $ 1,737,760
Estimated Unobligated Appropriation = $ 142,831,454 | $ 34,653,729
Total Current Requests  $ 1,737,760
PC Pre-Construction
C Construction
L Legislative
Cl  CostlIncrease
o Other

10




DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
PROJECT SUMMARY
2025-2027 BIENNIUM

September 23, 2026

2023-2025 2025-2027 SWC/Secretary UNOBLIGATED
CARRYOVER | APPROPRIATION TOTAL APPROVED APPROPRIATION

MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY:

MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY 99,817,883 40,000,000 139,817,883 139,817,883 0
UNOBLIGATED MUNICIPAL/REG WATER SUPPLY 1,223,661 0 1,223,661 1,223,661
Total 101,041,544 40,000,000 141,041,544 139,817,883 1,223,661

% OBLIGATED 100% 99%

RURAL WATER SUPPLY:

RURAL WATER SUPPLY 40,772,842 69,186,397 109,959,239 109,959,239 0
UNOBLIGATED RURAL WATER SUPPLY 1,253,725 813,603 2,067,328 2,067,328
Total 42,026,567 70,000,000 112,026,567 109,959,239 2,067,328

% OBLIGATED 99% 98%

REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY:

RED RIVER VALLEY 111,932,148 205,000,000 316,932,148 316,932,148 0
WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY 26,451,469 18,189,789 44,641,258 44,641,258 0
UNOBLIGATED REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY 208,209.40 21,810,211 22,018,420 22,018,420
Total 138,591,827 245,000,000 383,591,827 361,573,407 22,018,420
SWC 25 397

91% 94%

FLOOD CONTROL.:

MOUSE RIVER 80,242,435 81,100,000 161,342,435 161,342,435 0
MOUSE RIVER HB1431 BOND PROCEEDS 16,089,452 0 16,089,452 16,089,452 0
VALLEY CITY 19,285,671 0 19,285,671 19,285,671 0
LISBON 124,974 0 124,974 124,974 0
OTHER FLOOD CONTROL 8,970,271 0 8,970,271 8,970,271 0
PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS 0 0 0 0 0
UNOBLIGATED FLOOD CONTROL 29,430,526 36,500,000 65,930,526 65,930,526
Total 154,143,328 117,600,000 271,743,328 205,812,802 65,930,526

% OBLIGATED 69% 76%

SUBTOTAL 447,482,682 490,988,000 938,470,682 836,693,909 101,776,774

BASINWIDE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION:

BASINWIDE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 410,367 0 410,367 410,367 0
UNOBLIGATED BASINWIDE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 0 0 0 0
Total 410,367 0
% OBLIGATED 0% 100%
GENERAL WATER:
GENERAL WATER - OTHER 10,360,748 3,388,000 13,748,748 13,748,748 0
GENERAL WATER - CONVEYANCE 1,318,668 4,463,162 5,781,830 5,781,830
UNOBLIGATED GENERAL WATER 1 10,536,838 10,536,838 10,536,838
Total 11,679,416 18,388,000 30,067,416 19,530,578 10,536,838
% OBLIGATED 18% 46%
DISCRETIONARY FUNDING:
DISCRETIONARY FUNDING PROJECTS 12,895,452 4,144,985 17,040,437 17,040,437 0
UNOBLIGATED DISCRETIONARY 329,219 5,855,015 6,184,234 6,184,234

Total 13,224,671 10,000,000 23,224,671 17,040,437 6,184,234



DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
PROJECT SUMMARY
2025-2027 BIENNIUM

September 23, 2026

2023-2025 SWC/Secretary UNOBLIGATED
CARRYOVER TOTAL APPROVED APPROPRIATION
% OBLIGATED 41% 73%
STATE OWNED PROJECTS:
SWPP 74,005,596 73,257,703 147,263,299 147,263,299 0
UNOBLIGATED SWPP 0 40,729,797 40,729,797 40,729,797
Total 74,005,596 187,993,096 147,263,299 40,729,797
NAWS 31,033,031 0 31,033,031 31,033,031 0
UNOBLIGATED NAWS 2,146,148 12,598,990 14,745,138 14,745,138
Total 33,179,179 45,778,169 31,033,031 14,745,138
DEVILS LAKE OUTLET 8,717 0 8,717.30 8,717
UNOBLIGATED DEVILS LAKE OUTLET 1,800,000 1,000,000 2,800,000 2,800,000
Total 1,808,717 2,808,717 8,717 2,800,000
STATE OWNED SUBTOTAL 108,993,492 236,579,982 178,305,047 58,274,935
% OBLIGATED 57% 75%
TOTAL 570,111,213 1,198,685,703 1,032,449,760 166,235,943

12



DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

PROJECT SUMMARY
2025-2027 BIENNIUM

September 23, 2026

SWC/Secretary UNPAID
APPROVED EXPENDITURES APPROVALS
WATER SUPPLY:
MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY 139,817,883 46,773,324 93,044,559
RURAL WATER SUPPLY 109,959,239 51,978,486 57,980,753
TOTAL 249,777,122 98,751,810 151,025,312
REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY:
RED RIVER VALLEY 316,932,148 119,707,002 197,225,146
WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY 44,641,258 26,914,061 17,727,197
TOTAL 361,573,407 146,621,063 214,952,343
FLOOD CONTROL:
MOUSE RIVER 146,492,435 50,802,101 95,690,334
MOUSE RIVER HB1431 16,089,452 13,889,708 2,199,744
VALLEY CITY 19,285,671 913,731 18,371,941
LISBON 124,974 97,998 26,976
OTHER FLOOD CONTROL 8,970,271 2,470,965 6,499,305
TOTAL 205,812,802 68,638,449 137,174,353
GENERAL WATER:
WATER CONVEYANCE 5,781,830 1,684,600 4,097,230
GENERAL WATER 13,748,748 5,957,058 7,791,690
TOTAL 19,530,578 7,641,658 11,888,920
SUBTOTAL 579,297,911 225,325,803 353,972,108
STATE OWNED PROJECTS:
SWPP CAPITAL ASSETS 147,263,299 45,595,962 101,667,337
NAWS CAPITAL ASSETS 31,033,031 9,950,470 21,082,562
DEVILS LAKE OUTLET 8,717 0 8,717
TOTAL 178,305,047 55,546,431 122,758,616
DISCRETIONARY FUNDING:
DISCRETIONARY FUNDING PROJECTS 17,040,437 7,540,517 9,499,920
BASINWIDE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION:
BASINWIDE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 410,367 108,537 301,830
TOTALS 1,032,449,760 384,848,465 647,601,295
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden
Members of the State Water Commission )

FROM: Reice Haase, Secretary

Gl

SUBJECT:  SWPP — Ray Christensen Pump Station Upgrades Preliminary Design Report —

Design Decision
DATE: September 23, 2026

The Ray Christensen Pump Station (RCPS) houses pumps for the West, South, North
and East Zones. At the October 2024 SWC meeting, moving forward with developing
bid ready documents for the design with the next nominal pipe size above identified
needs with 25 percent additional capacity design was approved for the West Zone
Transmission Improvements. West Zone Transmission improvements include
improvements to the RCPS. Long term upgrades to the RCPS include improvements
to the pumps for the South Zone and North and East Zones as well. Specific
Authorization 242 authorized BW/AECOM to complete the Preliminary Design Report
for the RCPS. SWA has reached out to communities and other users in the South and
North and East Zones to determine their projected future water needs.

Based on information provided by SWA, BW/AECOM has completed the future
water-needs analysis for the South, North, and East Zones.

For the North and East Zones, the current allocation is 1,229 gallons per minute (gpm).
The future water needs analysis shows an additional 383 gpm in identified needs.
Adding an additional 50% for “blue sky” capacity to the identified needs, results in a
future design allocation of 1,804 gpm.

For the South Zone, the current allocation is 2,118 gpm. The analysis identifies an
additional 550 gpm in future needs. Applying the 50% “blue sky” factor to the
identified need results in a projected allocation of 2,943 gpm. However, BW/AECOM
recommends a future design allocation of 3,118 gpm, which includes:

e 2,118 gpm (current allocation),

e 550 gpm (identified additional needs), and

e 450 gpm to account for the City of Bowman (300 gpm) and Perkins County,
South Dakota (150 gpm).

1200 Memorial Highway | Bismarck, ND 58504 | 701.328.2750 | DWR.nd.gov



SWPP — Ray Christensen Pump Station Upgrades Preliminary Design Report — Design
Decision

Page 2 of 2

September 23, 2026

The 450 gpm noted above is not dedicated to the City of Bowman or Perkins County,
but is used to aid in developing a conservative future allocation estimation.

Recommendation:

I recommend the State Water Commission approve the future design capacity
allocation in the Ray Christensen Pump Station’s Preliminary Design Report to be
1,804 gallons per minute for the North and East Zones and 3,118 gallons per minute
for the South Zone.

RH:SSP:/1736-99
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden
Members of the State Water Commission L
FROM: Reice Haase, Secretary
SUBJECT: SWPP — Contract 2-2| Raw Water Main Transmission Pipeline
Replacement — Funding Authorization

DATE: September 22, 2026

Background/Discussion:

Southwest Pipeline Project, Contract 2-2I, Raw Water Main Transmission Pipeline
Replacement, Dodge to Richardton generally consists of furnishing and installing 1,964
linear feet of 42-inch Class 250 ductile iron pipe (DIP) with a bonded coating system; and
removing and replacing 540 linear feet of 30-inch Class 250 DIP with a bonded coating
system. It also includes furnishing 200 linear feet of additional 30-inch Class 250 DIP with
bonded coating; furnishing 40 linear feet of additional 42-inch Class 250 DIP with bonded
coating system; furnishing and installing reinforced concrete pipe weights; furnishing and
installing 4 concrete manholes with appurtenant items; 4 owner-coordinated tie-ins to
existing 30-inch DIP with restrained fittings and concrete thrust blocks; furnishing and
installing restraining harnesses on the existing pipeline near tie-in locations; furnishing
and installing all cathodic protection items, including joint bonds, test stations, and
insulating couplers; furnishing and installing joint closures as shown on the drawings; and
furnishing and installing all other related appurtenances as required by the Project
Drawings, Specifications, and Contract Documents. This project requires the contractor to
provide and install a stamped dewatering plan, prepared by a North Dakota registered
professional engineer, for the creek crossing as shown in the Contract Documents. The
documents include a Bid Alternate to furnish and install 1,960 linear feet of controlled low
strength material for abandoning the existing 30-inch pipeline. The project is located in
Dunn County, North Dakota, approximately 7 miles southwest of Dodge, and east of 8680
12th Street SW.

Contract Award:

1200 Memorial Highway | Bismarck, ND 58504 | 701.328.2750 | DWR.nd.gov
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At the August 18, 2026, State Water Commission (SWC) meeting, the SWC authorized the
Secretary to award Contract 2-21 to the lowest responsible bidder.

Bids for this project were opened on August 25, 2026. Two bid packages were received.
The low bid was submitted by PWS from Brooklyn Park, MN, and the other bidder was
BEK Consulting, from Dickinson, ND. Based on the evaluation of bids completed by the
SWPP’s consulting engineer Bartlett & West/AECOM, the low bidder PWS is not
considered a responsible bidder due to the lack of relevant experience in large metallic
pipeline installation. The other bid received was $1,289,479.08 higher than the low bid
from PWS. After discussing the attached evaluation of bids with the Department of Water
Resources’ (DWR) legal counsel, staff agrees with not awarding the contract to PWS. The
contract will be awarded to BEK Consulting, in the amount of $6,673,490 along with the
Bid Alternate.

Funding:

At the August 2022 SWC meeting, the Commission approved guidance for SWPP's
Replacement and Extraordinary Maintenance (REM) fund, noting that the REM fund will
provide a portion of the replacement costs for Capital Projects, which includes metallic
pipeline replacement projects. It is understood that the portion to be funded by the REM
fund is the local cost-share expected for similar projects under the SWC's cost-share
policy, which currently for regional water systems like SWPP is 25%.

At the February 2025 SWC meeting, SWC approved a policy whereby the DWR would be
the lead agency for managing replacement of Capital Projects with SWA reimbursing
DWR, the REM fund'’s share for the replacement project.

SWPP Contract 2-2I includes replacement of the 1,964 linear feet of existing 30-inch
ductile iron pipe with 42-inch ductile iron pipe. The upsizing of the pipeline is for long-
term hydraulic capacity improvements and would be funded 100% by the SWC as the
Owner of SWPP.

SWPP Contract 2-2I includes furnishing and installation costs for both 30-inch and 42-in
ductile iron pipeline. Based on the bid costs submitted by BEK Consulting, the cost for
upsizing the pipeline from 30-inch to 42-inch is $600 per linear foot, resulting in a total
upsizing cost of $1,178,400 which will be 100% funded by SWC. The remaining contract
cost of $5,495,090 will be split 75% from SWC and 25% from the REM funds. REM
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reimbursement will be requested from SWA based on incurred construction costs for the

contract and construction management costs.

The table shows the estimated funding allocation breakdown between SWC and REM

funds.
Estimated
Estimated SWA REM
Description Cost Contigency | SWC Funding Cost
Contract 2-21 Contract
Cost $6,673,490.00 - - -
Contract cost for upzing
the pipe from 30-inch
to 42-inch $1,178,400.00 5% | $1,237,320.00 0
Remaining Contract
Cost $5,495,090.00 5% | $4,327,383.38 | $1,442,461.13
Construction
Administration Cost
(15% of total Contract
Cost) $1,001,023.50 0| $750,767.63 $250,255.88
Total $6,315,471.00 | $1,692,717.00

Recommendation:

| recommend the State Water Commission approve replacement costs included in SWPP
Contract 2-21 as an eligible Replacement and Extraordinary Maintenance project with
cost-share of 25% from the SWPP's REM funds and allocate $6.32 million to the Southwest
Pipeline project from the funds appropriated in the 2025-2027 biennium for the SWPP
Contract 2-21, Raw Water Main Transmission Pipeline Replacement, Dodge to Richardton.

RH:SSP/1736-99
Attachment




Bartlett &West ‘ A=COM

September 21, 2026

North Dakota State Water Commission

Attn: Mr. Justin Froseth, P.E., Project Manager
1200 Memorial Highway

Bismarck ND 58504

SUBJECT: SWPP Contract 2-2I Raw Water Main Transmission Pipeline Replacement
Dodge to Richardton
Evaluation of Received Bids
W.0. 3033.A47

Justin:

On Tuesday, August 25, 2026, bids were opened for Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) Contract 2-21, Raw
Water Main Transmission Pipeline Replacement Dodge to Richardton. The scope of work generally consists
of furnishing and installing 1,964 linear feet of 42-inch Class 250 ductile iron pipe (DIP) with a bonded coating
system; removing and replacing 540 linear feet of 30-inch Class 250 DIP with a bonded coating system;
furnishing 200 linear feet of additional 30-inch Class 250 DIP with bonded coating; furnishing 40 linear feet of
additional 42-inch Class 250 DIP with bonded coating system, furnishing and installing reinforced concrete
pipe weights; furnishing and installing 4 concrete manholes with appurtenant items, 4 owner-coordinated tie-
ins to existing 30-inch DIP with restrained fittings and concrete thrust blocks; furnishing and installing
restraining harnesses on the existing pipeline near tie-in locations; furnishing and installing all Cathodic
Protection items, including joint bonds, test stations, and insulating couplers; furnishing and installing joint
closures as shown on the drawings; and furnishing and installing all other related appurtenances as required by
the Project Drawings, Specifications, and Contract Documents. This project requires the contractor to provide
and install a stamped dewatering plan, prepared by a North Dakota registered professional engineer, for the
creek crossing as shown in the Contract Documents. The documents include a Bid Alternate to furnish and
install 1,960 linear feet of controlled low strength material for abandoning the existing 30-inch pipeline. The
project is located in Dunn County, North Dakota, approximately 7 miles southwest of Dodge, ND, and east
of 8680 12th Street SW.

Two bid packages were received for SWPP Contract 2-21. Both bids appear to be in accordance with the
Invitation for Construction Bids and the Bid Documents. These two bids are considered responsive bids. A
tabulation of the bid results is attached. A copy of the bid tab has been provided to all bidders and other
interested parties. A summary of the bids received is shown on the table below.

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT
CONTRACT 2-21
RAW WATER MAIN TRANSMISSION PIPELINE
REPLACEMENT DODGE TO RICHARDTON

X . Amount Higher
Bidder Base Bid Than Low Bid

PWS
Brooklyn Park, MN $5,286,853.72 ]
BEK Consulting +$1,182,796.28
Dickinson, ND $6,469,650.00 22.4%
+$1,331,471.28
Engineer's Estimate $6,618,325.00 25.2%

3456 East Century Avenue - Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 - Phone (701) 258-1110
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SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT
CONTRACT 2-21
RAW WATER MAIN TRANSMISSION PIPELINE
REPLACEMENT DODGE TO RICHARDTON

’ . Amount Higher
Bidder Alternate Bid Than Low Bid

PWS
Brooklyn Park, MN $5,384,010.92 _
BEK Consulting + $1,289,479.08
Dickinson, ND $6,673,490.00 24.0%
+ $1,361,714.08
Engineer's Estimate $6,745,725.00 25.3%

Based on our review of the apparent low bid received from PWS, Inc., the cost difference between the
Engineers Estimate and the PWS bid is predominately in the cost to furnish and install the 42” Ductile Iron
pipe. This bid item includes the ductile iron material and Pritec Coating along with the excavation, installation,
and backfill requirements of the Contract. Comparing the bid item for furnishing and installing 42" ductile iron
pipe with bid pricing for furnishing 42” ductile iron pipe, the difference in material pricing equates to $410,768
while the installation cost difference is $762,997.00. The PWS bid was supplied by Core and Main versus the
second low bid was received from BEK and it was supplied by Ferguson. Both of the received bids are in
accordance with the Invitation for Construction Bids and the Bid Documents.

Article 18.04 of the Instruction to Bidders states “If Owner awards the Contract for the Work, such award will
be to the responsible Bidder submitting the lowest responsive Bid determined to be in the best interest of
Owner, including any or no Bid Alternates.”

BW/AECOM utilizes the EJCDC C-451 Qualifications Statement which is required to be included with the
Bid as it plays a significant role in the evaluation of Bids along with Biddet’s prior history with DWR and
BW/AECOM to determine if a Bidder is considered responsible. This Qualification Statement provided with
the Bid includes information such as licensing, safety, surety, and insurance information as well as construction
experience information and a list of proposed key individuals for this project along with their resumes.

This project includes some unique characteristics that add layers of complexity. The project includes the
installation of approximately 400 feet of 42” Ductile Iron Pipe to be installed with open excavation methods in
an area that will be challenging with high water environmental conditions that requires dewatering. This project
requires all pipe to be installed via open excavation methods due to the need to install cathodic protection and
joint closures after each segment of pipe is installed in place. Another unique aspect is the requirement that the
existing raw water pipeline shutdowns are limited to 12 hours or less and need to occur outside the peak
operation season of May 15% to September 15%. These limitations apply to the 42 tie-ins as well as the
installation of 540 feet of 30” pipeline. The 30” pipeline is to be removed and installed in place of the existing
pipeline and if the Contractor is not able to remove and install the entire segment in a 12-hour duration, the
contract allows the construction work to be sequenced and planned such that this work can be installed in
multiple shutdowns.

Looking beyond the unique aspects of this project, BW/AECOM believes past expetience with large diameter
ductile iron projects is vital to the success of this project. This project requires line and grade installation with
unrestrained sections of ductile iron pipe that necessitates careful planning and inherently has a low tolerance
for error due to the use of joint deflections to maintain a planned pipeline profile. This project is not conducive
to the allowance of installing additional fittings to account for field misalignment as the addition of fittings
would also require joint restraints to be installed on either side of each fitting. This presents potential concerns
with delays, especially for the portions of work that occur during pipeline outages. Due to these requirements,
it is BW/AECOM’s opinion that Bidder’s must have experience with these more common aspects of this

project.

F:\Proj\3000\3033\3033.A47\9.0 & 10.0 Advertise & Bid\SWPP 2-2I SWC Evaluation of Bids LTR 9-21-26.docx
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Based on a review of the Qualification Statement submitted in the PWS, Inc Bid, PWS has worked with Bartlett
& West, Inc. on numerous projects for Fort Berthold Rural Water (FBRW). On these FBRW projects, PWS
has demonstrated experience with earthwork and site-development projects, with limited utility work. None of
the FBRW projects completed by PWS involved the installation of ductile iron pipe. PWS’s Qualifications
Statement included references to three current projects and three references for similar projects. The references
provided for similar projects included site development and utility work for an apartment building, site work
and utility work for a commercial building, and utility relocations associated with the Southwest Light Rail
project in Minneapolis, MN. BW/AECOM reached out to seven of the references provided and was able to
contact five of them on four of the listed projects. Two of the references were for the Southwest Light Rail
project. Based on discussions with these references, the work on this project consisted of water main
relocations, sanitary sewer relocations, and storm sewer relocations. The listed reference in PWS’s Qualification
Statement, Mr. Dale Evans with Lunda Construction, stated he was not involved in the construction
administration of the underground work on this project but was able to provide a contact for Mr. Aric Antil,
who was the Underground Superintendent for CS McCrossan. BW/AECOM contacted Mr. Antil and he stated
the work PWS performed on the light rail project had a limited ductile iron scope that related to the water main
relocations. Further discussion indicated that this work was typical to smaller ductile iron relocations that are
typical of municipal installations. Mr. Antil was familiar with line and grade installations of larger ductile iron
pipe and stated the project with PWS did not have anything on the project that would be similar to our type of
project. PWS was subsequently contacted to obtain more information regarding their ductile iron pipe
experience. PWS indicated most of their ductile iron pipe experience has been associated with water main
relocation work for the City of Minneapolis, such as the Southwest Light Project, and consisted primarily of
87-12” ductile iron pipe relocations that involve concrete encasement. PWS indicated they have some
experience with larger ductile iron pipe 18-24” although PWS stated this experience is not recent. Following
this conversation, BW/AECOM obtained the standardized specifications and details published by the City of
Minneapolis which indicated these projects utilized ductile iron with mechanical joint fittings with concrete
encasement in sizes 6’-24”. This is notable as this type of project with mechanical joint fittings and concrete
encasement allows for fittings to be added as needed in the field without extensive planning and is vastly
different from the scope of this SWPP project.

PWS also indicated in discussion that they have four PWS employees that have ductile iron experience. Of
these individuals, two individuals had related ductile iron experience from the light rail project and two
individuals have related experience from prior employments. A review of the key individuals listed in the
provided PWS Qualifications Statement included a Project Manager with 7 years total experience with no
notable ductile iron pipeline experience and a superintendent with less than 1 year of experience as a
superintendent and 5 years of experience as an equipment operator. The Safety Manager listed in the PWS
Qualification Statement is one of the individuals with prior employment experience on a ductile iron project
completed in 2010. The other notable project experience came from an individual not listed in the Bid
documents. This individual is the General Superintendent for PWS and has been employed at PWS since March
2025. This individual has experience from prior employment on three larger ductile iron pipe projects that were
completed between 1993 and 2023.

Based on the qualification information submitted by PWS, the reference checks conducted by BW/AECOM,
and the additional information provided by PWS regarding its ductile iron experience, BW/AECOM’s
assessment is that PWS has not demonstrated the experience that is considered to be similar in nature to the to
the requirements for this project. Therefore, BW/AECOM is not able to consider PWS, Inc a responsible
bidder for this project. It is thus BW/AECOM’s opinion that an award to PWS, Inc for this project is not in
the best interest of the Owner.

BW/AECOM has evaluated the second low Bidder, BEK Consulting, and BEK has provided a list of 16
projects currently under construction and provided a substantial list of similar project references dating back
to 2014. This list includes several projects completed for Southwest Water Authority including Dry Creek
Crossing Pipeline Replacement (Contract PP-2016-2), Decker Subdivision Pipeline Replacement (Contract PP-
2020-1), and SWA 2-3A Pipeline Replacement (Contract PP-2022-1), and SWA 2-3F Pipeline Replacement-
Goose Creek (Contract PP-2025-1). BEK has also completed the NAWS 2-4C Transmission project for the
SWC. These projects are similar in nature to this project and BW/AECOM has firsthand knowledge that BEK
has experience with these types of projects and is considered a responsible bidder. Subject to approval by your

F:\Proj\3000\3033\3033.A47\9.0 & 10.0 Advertise & Bid\SWPP 2-2I SWC Evaluation of Bids LTR 9-21-26.docx
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legal counsel that the bid documents are in order from a legal standpoint, BW/AECOM has no reservations
with recommending award of Contract 2-21 to BEK, other than the significant difference in bid amounts.

Acknowledging that this evaluation does not recommend award to PWS, the SWC may elect to award this
project to the lowest responsible bidder, BEK Consulting, in the amount of $6,673,490.00 for the Base Bid
plus Bid Alternate 1 or could consider rebidding this project. Rebidding this Contract will require an adjustment
of the Contract timelines which currently require substantial completion by May 31, 2027. This was identified
as a project goal considering the significant corrosion observed in these areas with the exploratory excavations
that occurred in 2023 and 2024. Rebidding would require the substantial completion date to be pushed back to
the end of 2027 or the spring of 2028.

The contract documents require that the SWC award the contract, if awarded, within 60 calendar days after the
bid opening as stipulated on the Bid Form. That date would be October 23, 2026.

Sincerely,

BARTLETT & WEST/AECOM

Tyson Decker, PE
Project Manager

Copy: SWA — Jen Murray

DWR- Sindhuja S. Pillai-Grinolds, P.E.
File: SWPP Contract 2-21: 9.0
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PROJECT: SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT

[ — RAW WATER MAINLINE TRANSMISSION PIPELINE REPLACEMENT (DODGE TO
qutlett West ‘ AE-COM RICHARDTON)

CONTRACT 2-2I
3456 East Century Avenue DATE: AUGUST 25, 2026 W.O. 3033.A47
BISMARCK, ND 58503 LOCATION: ND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
(701) 258-1110 CCI: 14,350.29
Item D ioti Engineer's Estimate PWS, INC. BEK CONSULTING
No. escription 9 BROOKLYN PARK, MN DICKINSON, ND
Unit EstimaFed Unit Price Bid Amount Unit Price Bid Amount Unit Price Bid Amount Unit Price Bid Amount
Quantity
Mobilization, Demobilization, Bonding, Insurance, and Permits
1 |(no more than 5 percent of Contract Price) EA 11$ 260,000.00 |$ 260,000.00 | $ 260,252.99 | $ 260,252.99 | $ 214,000.00 | $ 214,000.00
Furnish and Install 42”Class 250 Ductile Iron Pipe with
2 |Bonded Coating System LF 1,964 | $ 1,950.00 | $ 3,829,800.00 | $ 1,302.36 | $ 2,557,835.04 | $ 1,900.00 | $ 3,731,600.00
Removal of Existing 30" DIP and Replacement of 540 feet of
3 |30” Class 250 Ductile Iron Pipe with Bonded Coating System LF 540 | $ 1,300.00 | $ 702,000.00 | $ 769.90 | $ 415,746.00 | $ 1,300.00 | $ 702,000.00
4  |Furnish and Installation of Dewatering System EA 1$ 350,000.00 % 350,000.00 [ $ 20564632 |$ 205,646.32 [ $  25,000.00 | $ 25,000.00
Furnish and Installation of Tie Ins (Stations 511+83.60 and
5 [491+80) EA 2 [$ 150,000.00 | $ 300,000.00 | $ 232,909.67 | $ 465,819.34 | $ 272,000.00 | $ 544,000.00
6 |Furnish and Installation of Blowoff at Station 510+15 EA 1/$ 80,000.00 | $ 75,000.00 | $ 139,985.76 | $ 139,985.76 [ $ 119,000.00 | $ 119,000.00
Furnish and Installation of CAV at Sta 502+15 and routing and
7 |final connection of Private water line from existing CAV EA 119% 40,000.00 | $ 40,000.00 | $ 56,604.46 | $ 56,604.46 | $ 97,000.00 | $ 97,000.00
8 |Furnish and Installation at Blowoff at 499+14 EA 11$ 80,000.00 |$ 80,000.00 | $ 138,628.84 | $ 138,628.84 | $ 119,000.00 | $ 119,000.00

Removal and Disposal of Existing CAV and three (3) existing
Blowoffs. Internal components are to be salvaged and

9 [provided to SWA and manhole removal. EA 11$ 25,000.00 | $ 25,000.00 | $ 12,223.74 | $ 12,223.74 | $  25,000.00 | $ 25,000.00
Furnish and Installation of Tie-ins (Stations 464+80 and

10 [469+80) EA 2|3 30,000.00 | $ 60,000.00 | $ 10,530.79 | $ 21,061.58 | $ 31,000.00 | $ 62,000.00

11 [Furnish and Installation of Blowoff at Sta 467+74 EA 11$ 80,000.00 | $ 80,000.00 | $ 98,923.91 | $ 98,923.91 | $ 119,000.00 | $ 119,000.00

12 |Installation of Cathodic Protection Test Stations EA 51% 13,000.00 | $ 65,000.00 | $ 7,047.38 | $ 35,236.90 | $ 3,500.00 | $ 17,500.00

13 [Install Restrained Joint Harnesses on Existing pipe EA 16 | $ 12,900.00 | $ 206,400.00 | $ 6,953.99 | $ 111,263.84 | $ 19,500.00 | $ 312,000.00

14 |Install Pipe Weights Sta 496+00 to 499+00 LF 425§ 765.00 | $  325,125.00 | $ 1,532.52 | $ 651,321.00 | $ 550.00 | $ 233,750.00

Furnish 30” Class 250 Ductile Iron Pipe with Bonded Coating
15 [System and Deliver to Owner LF 200 | $ 850.00 [$  170,000.00 | $ 409.65 | $ 81,930.00 [ $ 530.00 | $ 106,000.00

Furnish 42" Class 250 Ductile Iron Pipe with Bonded Coating
16 [System and Deliver to Owner LF 40 | $ 1,250.00 | $ 50,000.00 | $ 859.35 | $ 34,374.00 | $ 1,070.00 | $ 42,800.00

Subtotal Base Bid (Items 1-16) $ 6,618,325.00 $ 5,286,853.72 $ 6,469,650.00

F1Pr0}|30001303313033.A4719.0 & 10.0 Advertise & Bid\BID TAB 2:21 Page 1 0f2 9/21/2026
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3456 East Century Avenue
BISMARCK, ND 58503

PROJECT: SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT
RAW WATER MAINLINE TRANSMISSION PIPELINE REPLACEMENT (DODGE TO

RICHARDTON)
CONTRACT 2-2I

DATE: AUGUST 25, 2026

LOCATION: ND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

W.0. 3033.A47

(701) 258-1110 CCI: 14,350.29
Item Descrioti Endineer's Estimate PWS, INC. BEK CONSULTING
No. escription 9 BROOKLYN PARK, MN DICKINSON, ND

A1

Furnishing and Installing Controlled Low Strength Material in

existing 30" pipeline

LF

1,960

$

65.00 | $ 127,400.00

$

49.57 | § 97,157.20

$

104.00 | $ 203,840.00

Subtotal Base Bid and Alternate A1

Combined Bid $ 6,745,725.00 $ 5,384,010.92 $  6,673,490.00
SUBCONTRACTORS

EARTHWORK

SEEDING 701 GREENER MIDWEST EROSION CONTROL

DICKINSON, ND

DICKINSON, ND

CATHODIC PROTECTION

DEWATERING

GENERAL IRRIGATION &

DEWATERING
OAKES, ND
SUPPLIERS
PIPE, FITTINGS, ETC. CORE & MAIN FERGUSON WATERWORKS
MINOT, ND BISMARCK, ND
RINKER MATERIALS MENOKEN, ND
MANHOLES AND PIPE WEIGHTS ENGINEERED GONCRETE PRODUCTS ENGINEERi[;gIIOJNé:I{RiTSEDPRODUCTS

RAPID CITY, SD

CATHODIC PROTECTION

CORE & MAIN
MINOT, ND

FERGUSON WATERWORKS
BISMARCK, ND

F:\Proj\30001303313033.A47\9.0 & 10.0 Advertise & Bid\BID TAB 2-2I
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Commission Date : 10/10/24
Commission Action : Approved (slbrost)

MEMORANDUM o o ames, based on broject spomeors
making progress toward completion of projects in
TO: Governor Doug Burgum 2024-25.
Members of the State Water Commission
FROM: Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D., Secretary
SUBJECT: Cost-Share Four-Year Progress Reports
DATE: September 24, 2024

Under North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-02-14.3, “an agreement for funding which is
approved by the commission to fund a water project under this chapter must require a progress
report to the commission at least every four years if the term of the project exceeds four years.”

Therefore, sponsors with projects nearing the end of a four-year term, or nearing an extension
deadline, were contacted and provided one of the following three options:

1. Deobligate cost-share project funding.

2. Submit final project expenses for reimbursement and close out project.

3. Provide a progress report to the Commission and request a cost-share agreement
extension.

Attached for the Commission’s review is a summary of the sponsors requesting an agreement
extension and associated progress reports.

McHenry Laterals A and B (Bottineau County Water Resource District)

This project is for engineering and construction costs to construct Lateral Drains A and B off the
existing McHenry Lateral Drain. Laterals A and B are each approximately 0.5 miles long. Most
of the construction is complete. ltems that remain are small amounts of channel slope grading,
roadway repair, and seeding.

Cost-share for the project was approved October 8, 2020, in the amount of $362,492. The
remaining cost-share balance is $125,347.75. The Water Resource District (WRD) expects to
complete the final construction tasks this fall, therefore they request an extension of their cost-
share agreement and retention of the balance through the end of the year.

Lower Red Basin Regional Detention Study (Red River Joint Water Resource District)
This project is a cooperative study between the Red River Joint WRD and the Red River
Watershed Management Board of MN to analyze the benefit of having water storage sites located
in the basin during 100-year, 200-year, and 500-year flood events, to reduce the peak flow on
tributaries and the Red River mainstem by 20 percent. The USACE has been contracted to do
the hydrologic modeling and has completed a portion of the modeling.

Cost-share for the project was approved on July 13, 2015, in the amount of $45,000. On
November 3, 2020, additional cost-share was granted in the amount of $32,905, for a sum of
$77,905. The remaining cost-share balance is $31,327.44. The WRD requests a two-year
extension of their cost-share agreement and retention of the balance to provide additional time to
complete the modeling and finalize the study.
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August 21, 2026

Julie Prescott

North Dakota Department of Water Resources
1200 Memorial Highway

Bismarck, ND 58504

RE: Four-Year Progress Report
North Prairie Regional Water District
Mountrail Phase 2 & 3
Rural Water Supply Project
B17-00-113

Dear Ms. Prescott:

As required by the State Water Commission’s Project Funding Policy, Procedure,
and General Requirements see attached four-year progress report for North Prairie
Regional Water District's (NPRWD) Mountrail Water Supply Project. Please consider this
letter and attached report as our formal request for an extension. The project is
approximately 90% complete to-date as it continues to progress and evolve. The current
anticipated completion is 2027.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (701) 852-1886.

Sincerely,
NPRWD

Craig Haskins
General Manager

Enclosure
JWS



DWR Date Received : 8/24/26

ND State Water Commission: Four-Year Progress Report

To: Julie Prescott, Cost-Share Program Manager
From: Wade Senger, Project Engineer
Re: Mountrail County Water Supply Project

North Prairie Regional Water District

Date: August 20, 2026

Project Background & Purpose

The Mountrail County Water Supply project that began in 2017 to bring potable water from the City
of Parshall to small towns and over 100 individual users in the rural communities of Mountrail and
western Ward Counties. The overall project consisted of four construction contracts. The first
consisted of the construction of a 12-mile transmission line from Parshall to Plaza. The second
contract was to construct a booster stations near Parshall, ND which was completed in 2024. The
third construction contract consists of approximately 130-miles of distribution lines branching off
existing infrastructure in Mountrail and Ward Counties. The fourth construction contract consists of
the construction of a new booster station north of Plaza.

For the purpose of this report, we are providing a combined update on Phases 2 and Phase 3
since both have active State Water Commission Cost-Share funds and the two phases are
interconnected.

Funding Summary

Phase 2
o Total Approved Cost-Share: $3,086,000.00
o Cost-Share Funds Disbursed to Date: $2,151,866.05
o Remaining Balance: $934,113.95
Phase 3
o Total Approved Cost-Share: $5,446,603
o Cost-Share Funds Disbursed to Date: $5,059,466.86



o Remaining Balance: $387,136.14

Milestones Achieved

Phase 2
o Transmission Pipeline completed 9/1/2022 with a total contract amount of
$1,548,060.44.
o Parshall Booster Station completed 12/6/2023 with a total contract amount of
$660,534.45.
Phase 3
o Approximately 107 miles of distribution pipe installed in 2025 and 2026 with
contract paid to date totaling $5,613,053.22 at approximately 92 percent complete.
o 120 individual users have been added as of August 2026.
o Approximately 10 miles remaining to be finished in 2026.

Current Project Status

Phase 2 — The second booster station near Plaza, ND is expected to be bid in 2026 and
constructed in 2027. This project needed to phased to get the water main built into the region
before the building could be built.

Phase 3 — Approximately 11 miles of distribution pipeline and 15 users remain to be installed in
Mountrail County. Minor reroutes for environmental considerations and easement procurement
have been ongoing in 2026. In addition to the remaining pipe that needs to be installed, punch list
items and seeding remain. Construction of Phase 3 is anticipated to be completed in 2026.

Timeline Certification

Interstate Engineering and North Prairie Regional Water District certify that work is advancing
despite easement acquisition & environmental delays and requests that the State Water Commission
extends the current obligated funds through the next biennium cycle to aid in the project's final
completion.
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Commission Date : 10/13/22
Commission Action : Approved (cfitzgerald)

Approved the continuation of the approvals for the
MEMORANDUM projects based on project sponsors making

progress towards completion of their projects in
2022-2023.
TO: Governor Doug Burgum
Members of the State Water Commission
FROM: Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D., Secretary
SUBJECT: Cost-Share - Four-Year Progress Reports
DATE: September 29, 2022

N.D.C.C. Section 61-02-14.3 requires project sponsors to provide a progress report to the
Commission at least every four years if the term of the project exceeds four years. As such, a
request for a progress report was sent to project sponsors identifying the following three options:

1. Turn funds back to the state.
2. Submit final project expenses for reimbursement.
3. Come before the Water Commission to provide a progress report.

A four-year progress report summary and copies of progress reports received from project
Sponsors is attached for the Commission’s review.

Forest River Dam 1 (Walsh County Water Resource District)

This project is a watershed rehabilitation plan to investigate geologic, structural, and hydrologic
concerns with the dam and to develop a plan with alternatives for its rehabilitation. Dam 1 is
located on the Forest River near Fordville, ND.

Cost-share of $279,750 was approved by the Commission on October 11, 2018. The Sponsor
requests a continuation of the approval and retention of the full remaining balance of $52,999 in
order to finalize the watershed plan, perform public outreach, and coordinate with the NRCS.

Sheldon Subdivision Levee (Cass County Joint Water Resource District)

This project is construction of a levee and a road raise to protect homes in Sheldon subdivision.
The project is located north of Highway 10 between the Cities of Mapleton and West Fargo. No
construction work has occurred to date, pending land rights acquisition and a construction permit
from the Department of Water Resources.

Cost-share of $370,200 was approved by the Commission on October 11, 2018. The Sponsor
requests a continuation of the approval and retention of the full remaining balance.

Mile Marker 0 and Mile Marker 0.4 Irrigation (Garrison Diversion Conservancy District)
This project is central supply works for two irrigation systems near the City of Coleharbor. The
Mile Marker 0 system was intended to service a total of 2,560 acres, and the Mile Marker 0.4
system was intended to service 250 acres.

Cost-share of $1,673,793 was approved by the Commission on December 7, 2018. The
remaining balance is $1,620,054. Preconstruction has been completed for both irrigation
systems. The Sponsor has indicated that they will not be moving forward with construction of the
Mile Marker 0 system. Construction of the Mile Marker 0.4 system is planned for 2023. The

900 East Boulevard Ave | Bismarck, ND 58505 | 701.328.2750 | SWC.nd.gov
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Sponsor requests a continuation of the approval and retention of $92,619 of the remaining
balance to complete the Mile Marker 0.4 irrigation project.

Probable Maximum Precipitation Estimates (Department of Water Resources)

This project is a contract with Applied Weather Associates to complete a statewide probable
maximum precipitation analysis and to publish the results of the analysis to Applied Weather
Associates’ web portal.

Cost-share of $600,000 was approved by the Commission on October 11, 2018. The Sponsor
requests a continuation of the approval and retention of the full remaining balance of $5,692 to
allow for on-line publication of the analysis results through December 2022.

North Central Regional Water District Mountrail Expansion Phase Il and Phase Il

Phase Il allows growth for Plaza and western Ward County along with capacity for the construction
of Mountrail Phase Il rural expansion. Phase lll is to expand a rural water system into southeast
Mountrail County and western Ward County.

Phase Il cost-share of $3,086,000 and Phase Il cost-share of $3,430,000 was approved by the
Commission on August 23, 2017. The Sponsor requests a continuation of the approval and
retention of the full remaining balance. Completion of Phase Il is expected by Summer 2023, with
Phase Ill expected to be completed by Fall 2024.

| recommend continuation of the approvals for these projects, based on the project
sponsors making progress toward completion of their projects in 2022-2023.

AT:jsp/1753
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Governor Doug Burgum
Members of the State Water Commission
FROM: Garland Erbele, P.E., Chief Engineer—Secretary
SUBJECT: State Water Supply Funding - Rural Construction

DATE: August 7, 2017

The following State Water Supply funding cost-share requests are for the pre-construction
and construction costs. The major steps in the development of any project include final
project planning, the local sponsor obtaining the local match, and completing plans and
specifications for bidding the project. The project cost-share funding is summarized in the
attached table with project descriptions below:

Projects for Funding Approval

Greater Ramsey Water District - The funding request is for assistance to purchase
permanent water capacity from the City of Devils Lake water system to supply water to the
northern portion of the Greater Ramsey’s system. Greater Ramsey has experienced
tremendous growth during the past 15 years with membership increasing from 700 to over
2,300 water users. Greater Ramsey’s existing water treatment plant capacity is fully utilized.
The project provides Greater Ramsey with 13.8 percent (400 gallons per minute) of the
Devils Lake’s water treatment plant (2,900 gallons per minute) and 19.1 percent (400 gallons
per minute) of the water supply system (2,100 gallons per minute). The Devils Lake’s non-
grant water system cost was $4,689,144. The estimated eligible cost is $798,700. Cost-
share of 75 percent on construction costs provides total funding of $599,000.

North Central Water District Mountrail Phase II - The funding request is for the second
phase of the project to supply the southeast corner of Mountrail County, Plaza, and western
Ward County. Phase I provided a temporary supply to the city of Plaza and the western edge
of Ward County in 2014 to meet the current needs of the area but could not meet the future
growth of the area. Phase II allows growth for Plaza and western Ward county along with
the construction of Mountrail Phase III rural expansion. North Central intends to complete
the final design, bid the project, and begin construction by the spring of 2018. The estimated
eligible cost is $4,235,467. Cost-share of 35 percent on pre-construction costs and 75
percent on construction costs provides total funding of $3,086,000.

DOUG BURGUM, GOVERNOR GARLAND ERBELE, P.E.
CHAIRMAN CHIEF ENGINEER-SECRETARY
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North Central Water District Mountrail Phase III - The funding request is for the third
phase of the project to expand a rural water system into southeast Mountrail County and
western Ward County. North Central intends to complete the final design, bid the project,
and begin construction by the spring of 2018. The estimated eligible cost is $4,695,467.
Cost-share of 35 percent on pre-construction costs and 75 percent on construction costs
provides total funding of $3,430,000.

Southeast Water Users District — The funding request is for additional cost-share to add
130 users in a system wide expansion Project. The expansion project will provide water
service for 480 rural users throughout the currently un-served areas in Dickey, LaMoure,
Logan, Ransom, Richland, and Sargent counties and capacity for service to Walcott. The
previously approved cost-share was $11,826,000. The additional eligible cost is $3,682,530.
Cost-share of 35 percent on pre-construction costs and 75 percent on construction costs
provides total additional funding $2,749,000.

I recommend the State Water Commission approve cost-share for the
projects described above and listed in the attached table for State Water
Supply Cost-Share Funding Rural Construction. The funding is in the
form of a cost-share towards eligible costs and contingent on available
funding.

GE:JM:ph/2050RAM, 2050NOC, 2050SOE
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State Water Supply Cost-Share Funding
Rural Construction

Pre-Construction Construction Total
Project Total
Cost % | Cost-Share Cost % | Cost-Share | Cost-Share Local Cost | Project Cost
Greater Ramsey Water District $0 | 35 $0 $798,700 | 75 $599,000 $599,000 $199,700 $798,700
North Central Water District Mountrail Phase 11 $428,571 | 35 $150,000 | $3,900,000 | 75 | $2,925,000 $3,075,000 $1,253,571 $4,328,571
North Central Water District Mountrail Phase I1I $229.000 | 35 $80,150 | $4.466,467 | 75 | $3,349,850 $3,430,000 $1,265.,467 $4,695,467
Southeast Water Users District System Expansion $32,244 | 35 $11,285 | $3.650,286 | 75 | $2,737,715 $2,749,000 $933,530 $3,682,530
Total |  $970,286 $339,600 | $12,159,760 $8,632,320 |  $8,971,920 |  $3,001.211 | $11,973,131
State Water Supply Cost-Share Funding
Updated August 17, 2017 Rural Construction
Pre-Construction Construction
Project Total Total
Cost % | Cost-Share Cost % | Cost-Share | Cost-Share Local Cost | Project Cost
Greater Ramsey Water District 35 $0 $798,700 | 75 $599,000 $599,000 $199,700 $798,700
North Central Water District Mountrail Phase IIT $229,000 | 35 $80,150 | $4,466,467 | 75 | $3,349,850 $3,430,000 $1,265,467 $4,695,467
Southeast Water Users District System Expansion $32,244 | 35 $11,285 | $3,650,286 | 75 | $2,737,715 $2,749,000 $933,530 $3,682,530
Total | $487,744 $170,710 | $12,924,420 $9,693 $9.864,000 | $3,548,164 | $13.412,164
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	North Dakota State Water Commission
	Bismarck, North Dakota
	State Water Commission Members Present:
	Governor Armstrong, Chairman
	Lt. Governor Strinden, Acting Chairman (1:28 PM)
	Doug Goehring, ND Agriculture Commissioner
	Others Present:
	DWR Staff
	WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY (WAWSA) PROJECT UPDATE
	C2. DRAFT 08262026 Special Meeting Minutes .pdf
	North Dakota State Water Commission
	Special Meeting via Microsoft Teams
	State Water Commission Members Present:
	Lt. Governor Strinden, Acting Chairman
	Doug Goehring, ND Agriculture Commissioner
	Others Present:
	DWR Staff
	EXECUTIVE SESSION
	Under Authority of NDCC § 44-04-19.1(9) for Attorney Client Consultation regarding Northwest Area Water Supply Biota Water Treatment Plant
	It was the recommendation of Lt. Governor Strinden that further discussion relating to the Northwest Area Water Supply Biota Water Treatment Plant be held in Executive Session, under the provisions of NDCC § 44-04-19.1(9), for the purpose of attorney ...
	State Water Commission Members Present:
	Lt. Governor Strinden, Acting Chairman
	Doug Goehring, Commissioner, ND Agriculture Commissioner
	Michael Anderson, Lower Red River Basin
	Others Present:

	C3. 09162026 Pre SWC Meeting Minutes .pdf
	MINUTES
	COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
	COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:
	OTHERS PRESENT:
	Final Navigability Determinations
	Aaron Carranza, DWR Regulatory Division Director, presented an informational item regarding the fourth and final step in the navigability determination process for six currently claimed navigable waters: the Bois de Sioux River, Missouri River, Mouse ...
	Total Cost-Share $355,106    Unused Balance: $245,469.30
	• Red River Joint WRD: Lower Red Basin Regional Detention Study
	Total Cost-Share $77,905    Unused Balance: $31,327.44
	Total Cost-Share $27,600    Unused Balance: $27,600
	• Pembina County WRD: Cavalier Flood Risk Reduction Project
	Total Cost-Share $28,800    Unused Balance: $28,800
	• City of Killdeer: HWBL Water Expansion
	Total Cost-Share $75,000    Unused Balance: $58,800
	• All Season WUD: Rolla Area Booster
	Total Cost-Share $26,000    Unused Balance: $26,000
	• North Prairie WRD: Mountrail County Water Supply Phase 2
	Total Cost-Share $3,086,000   Unused Balance: $927,656.45
	General Water
	Dr. Duane Pool, DWR Planning and Education Division Director, presented the water supply buckets and a list of projects from sponsors requesting cost-share. The list of projects detailed if the project was in the water development plan and then was ra...
	Water Supply

	E. Navigability Determinations.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for the Bois de Sioux River.
	During the 66th Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202 created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State ...
	Bois de Sioux River Navigability Study Summary
	MEMORANDUM Navigability Study_Missouri River_final.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for the Missouri River.
	During the 66th Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202 created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State ...
	Missouri River Navigability Study Summary


	MEMORANDUM Navigability Study_Mouse River_final.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for the Mouse (Souris) River.
	During the 66th Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202 created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State ...
	Mouse (Souris) River Navigability Study Summary


	MEMORANDUM Navigability Study_Red River_final.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for the Red River of the North.
	During the 66th Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202 created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State ...
	Red River of the North Navigability Study Summary


	MEMORANDUM Navigability Study_Upper Des Lacs Lake_final.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for the Upper Des Lacs Lake.
	During the 66th Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202 created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State ...
	Upper Des Lacs Lake Navigability Study Summary


	MEMORANDUM Navigability Study_Yellowstone River_final.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	This memo serves as the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) navigability determination report as required by North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 61-33-05.1(3) for the Yellowstone River.
	During the 66th Legislative Assembly (2019), House Bill 1202 (HB1202) was passed. HB1202 created a formal process the Department must use in making navigability determinations via N.D.C.C. § 61-33-05.1. This process included engagement with the State ...
	Yellowstone River Navigability Study Summary
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	J. 4 Year Progress Rpt.pdf
	MEMORANDUM
	Neche Levee Certification Project - City of Neche
	Lower Red Basin Regional Detention Study - Red River Joint WRD
	This project is a cooperative study between the Red River joint WRD and the Red River Watershed Management Board of MN to analyze the benefit of having water storage sites located throughout the basin to reduce peak flows on tributaries and the Red Ri...
	The project was on a three-year hold because the USACE had expended all federal funds allocated to their portion of the project and were unable to fulfill their scope of work. As a result, significant time and coordination was spent redefining respons...
	Cost-share for the project was approved on July 13, 2015, in the amount of $45,000. On November 3, 2020, additional cost-share was granted in the amount of $32,905, for a total amount of $77,905. The remaining cost-share balance is $31,327.44.
	The project received a two-year extension on October 10, 2024, as requested. The WRD is asking for the cost-share agreement to be extended to December 31, 2027.
	Crystal Flood Risk Reduction Project - Pembina County WRD
	Cavalier Flood Risk Reduction Project - Pembina County WRD
	This project is for costs associated with a feasibility study to identify alternatives for addressing flooding from the Tongue River.
	The cost-share project has been on hold for its entirely because the WRD was pursuing federal funding. In July 2026, FEMA awarded a scoping grant to the City of Cavalier.
	The total project cost of the feasibility study is $192,000. The ineligible portion is the federal funding which is $144,000. Cost-share for the project was approved on September 7, 2022, in the amount of $28,800. The remaining cost-share balance is $...
	HWBL Water Expansion - City of Killdeer
	Rolla Area Booster - All Seasons Water Users District
	Mountrail County Water Supply Phase II - North Prairie Regional Water District
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	Hydrologic Conditions and Reservoir Status
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	System/Reservoir Status
	Missouri River Runoff Forecasts
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	MEMORANDUM
	CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
	NAWS Contract 6-1A Intake Modifications to Snake Creek Pumping Plant
	NAWS Snake Creek Pumping Plant Discharge Pipeline Contract 2-1E
	NAWS Permanent Intake and Screen Structure Contract 1-1A
	NAWS Contract 7-2A/4-1A Biota Water Treatment Plant (BWTP)
	NAWS Contract 4-4B/5-4B Bottineau Reservoir and Booster Pump Station
	Radio Upgrades in the Bottineau Segment
	OPERATIONS UPDATE
	City of Minot Cybersecurity Breach
	High Service Pump Station
	Isolation Vault 2 Repairs
	All Seasons Water Users District (ASWUD) Capacity Request
	Agreements with City of Minot
	Potential Agreement with Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (GDCD)
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	Dunn County Hydraulic Improvements Preliminary Engineering Design:
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