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February 2 2026 
   
 
Steve Tronson 
323 Knolls Ave 
Doyon, ND 58327 
 
 
RE:  Emergency Surface Drain Permit No. 6882 
 
Dear Steve Tronson:  
 
The Department of Water Resources (Department) has reviewed Emergency Surface Drain Permit No. 
6882 (Application), submitted by Steve Tronson on January 5, 2026. The Application was considered 
complete on January 28, 2026. 
 
For an emergency drain application to be considered, an “emergency” must exist as defined in North 
Dakota Administrative Code (N.D.A.C.) § 89-02-01-02(5) is as follows: 
 

“Emergency” means a situation that will cause significant damage to people or 
property if not addressed immediately and that would not occur under normal 
circumstances. An emergency may exist because of an extremely wet hydrologic 
cycle. Damages cause by deliberate acts may not constitute an emergency. 

 
Following a comprehensive review of all available information received with the Application, the 
Department has determined that an emergency does not currently exist. This determination is in part 
because the roads identified in the application materials are not presently overtopped with water, 
therefore there is no immediate emergency requiring action. In addition, the emergency, according to 
the applicant, has occurred in part because of expanded agriculture field drainage over the previous 
years. Drainage is considered a deliberate activity. 
 
As a result, the circumstances described in the Application do not meet the criteria for an emergency 
drain application. The appropriate course of action for the proposed drain is to submit a surface drain 
permit application to the Department. 
 
Under North Dakota Century Code § 61-03-22, any person aggrieved by the Department’s decision has 
the right to a hearing.  The Department must receive the hearing request within 30 days.  
 
Please contact me at (701) 328-4813 or acarranza@nd.gov if you have any questions concerning this 
correspondence. 
   
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Aaron Carranza, P.E., CFM. 
Regulatory Division Director 
   
 
 
Enclosures: Emergency Surface Drain Permit Application No. 6882 materials 
  
 
 
Cc (Emailed only): Pat Tronson - pat.tronson@tronsongrain.com 
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BARTLETT TOWNSHIP & HOPE TOWNSHIP
RAMSEY COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA

I)Ec - 8 2025

M OEP?. CF ItrATFR XE$Ot'RCIES

Dear Office of the State Engineer,

The townships of Bartlett & Hope would like to request an Emergency Drain Permit for Fensters
Slough in Ramsey County. With decades consistent localized flooding, we are asking for
consideration of this in the attempt to keep Ramsey County Roads #2, #4, #6, & #7 above water
and in safe driving condition for residents and emergency responders. Numerous township
roads are also affected by the fluctuating water of this 14 mile long slough since our wet cycle
began in the mid 1990's. Water levels on Fensters Slough have fluctualed2-4 feet in recent
years. lt is rising this fall, and if it increases another two feet, we'll have major issues.

Bartlett Township (153-61) has lost three major roads in the past due to this body of water's
increase in size. Significant funds have been used to build these roads back above water, but
after this fall's wet weather, these same roads are in danger again. Not to mention, water
continually sitting on the side of the gravel roads has created soft spots that are a problem &
safety issue for vehicles and farm equipment. Ramsey County Highway 4 is a main route for the
local farm economy for grain being delivered to market or fertilizer being hauled to farms.
Another example is 46th St., a township road in Bartlett Township. That is the only east/west
road for seven miles going north, and water is rising on it. lf that road were to be washed out or
go under, local businesses and families will be affected negatively. Fensters Slough covers
Bartlett Township Sections 6,7 ,8, 17 & 18.

Hope Township 135-61, is experiencing the same effects of this slough and the runoff that goes
into it. Fensters Slough covers Sections L9,20,29,30 & 31 in this township.

There was a previous attempt to move this water fifteen years ago. The NRCS and Wildlife said
at that time they have no issues with a proposed relief drain if we can get a permit issued from
the state. We are proposing taking 2-3 feet off of Fensters to alleviate water issues with the
roads & build a preboard threshold for big rain events, not proposing to drain it dry. ln previous
research, it was estimated that two feet of water off of Fensters Slough would be less than .20
of an inch rise on Stump Lake.

We respectfully hope you'll take this request into consideration

Bartl Township Chairman- Todd Aronson

7o/'7/r *tfEr
7o1 -ajf-7j7/

Ho pe own ship Chairman- Zach Tronson
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Carranza, Aaron J.Carranza, Aaron J. Wednesday, May 27, 2026 at 10:17:24 Central Daylight TimeWednesday, May 27, 2026 at 10:17:24 Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: RE: Emergency Surface Drain Permit Mo. 6882
Date:Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 9:47:31 AM Central Daylight Time
From:From: Frith, JeO W. <jfrith@nd.gov>
To:To: Carranza, Aaron J. <acarranza@nd.gov>
CC:CC: Haase, Reice <rehaase@nd.gov>, Paczkowski, John A. <jpaczkowski@nd.gov>
Attachments:Attachments: sfn_62710_application_for_emergency_surface_drain_Fenster Slough Bartlett, Hope and Newbre

Townships.pdf, image001.png, image002.png, Flood Declaration 4-27-26 Signed.pdf,
DR_6882_response.pdf, Bartlett Hope and Newbre Townships.jpg

Aaron,Aaron,
Attached is an updated EM Drain Application.  Also included are the originalAttached is an updated EM Drain Application.  Also included are the original
documents signed by the Ramsey County WRD and the Township OOicials.documents signed by the Ramsey County WRD and the Township OOicials.
Please let me know if you need any additional information or documentation.   Please let me know if you need any additional information or documentation.   
  
Emergency Drain Application in Response to Spring Flooding Impacts to CountyEmergency Drain Application in Response to Spring Flooding Impacts to County
and Township Roadsand Township Roads
As a County Commissioner, I am writing to formally express my concern regarding county
and township roads that are already experiencing flooding and inundation due to higher-
than-normal water levels, and the increased risk we face as spring runoO begins.
Following two years of excessive precipitation and this winter’s heavy wet snowfall, we are
experiencing significant spring flooding. Saturated soils, existing standing water, and
additional meltwater are overwhelming ditches, culverts, and low-lying road segments,
resulting in road closures, washouts, and unsafe driving conditions.
These conditions could severely jeopardize the health and safety of rural residents by
limiting reliable access to homes, farms, and businesses. In many areas, a single flooded
approach or impassable segment can isolate residents and delay critical services.
Of particular concern are the impacts on school bus transportation and student safety.
Flooded or undermined gravel roads and township minimum-maintenance routes may
force buses onto longer detours, creating unsafe pickup points and temporarily making
certain routes inaccessible.
Equally important, spring flooding is aOecting emergency response times for law
enforcement, fire, and EMS. When roads are flooded or damaged, ambulances and other
responders are forced to reroute or may be unable to reach residents as quickly as needed.
I respectfully request that we prioritize monitoring and documenting problem areas,
communicating anticipated closures and detours, and coordinating proactively with
township boards, the highway department, school transportation oOicials, and emergency
management. Where feasible, we should also evaluate temporary measures (signage,
barricades, culvert and ditch maintenance, and alternate routing) to reduce risk until
permanent repairs can be completed.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. Protecting public safety and maintaining access
for our rural residents must remain our top priority as spring conditions deteriorate.
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Best regards,
JeO W. Frith, Commissioner
Ramsey County
jfrith@nd.gov
(701)739-7344 Cell

NOTICE-CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION - The information in this communication is
proprietary and strictly confidential. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the
employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, any
dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of the information contained in this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please first notify the sender immediately and then delete this communication from all
data storage devices and destroy all hard copies.

 
From:From: Carranza, Aaron J. <acarranza@nd.gov>
Sent:Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 7:00 AM
To:To: Frith, Jeff W. <jfrith@nd.gov>
Cc:Cc: Haase, Reice <rehaase@nd.gov>; Paczkowski, John A. <jpaczkowski@nd.gov>
Subject:Subject: Re: Emergency Surface Drain Permit Mo. 6882
 
JeO,
 
Thank you for the email. We appreciate your concern.
 
The appeal window for the Department's permit decision closed March 4, 2026. The
Department is able to review a new emergency application with any new or additional
information since the original January 5, 2026 submittal. 
 
The current emergency drainage application form can be found at the following link:
https://www.dwr.nd.gov/reg_approp/drain_permits/.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call.

 
Regards,
 
 
Aaron Carranza, P.E., CFM
Regulatory Division Director
ASFPM BOD Chair
 
 
701.328.4813(p)     •     701.328.3696 (f)     •     acarranza@nd.gov •     www.dwr.nd.gov

mailto:jfrith@nd.gov
mailto:acarranza@nd.gov
mailto:jfrith@nd.gov
https://www.dwr.nd.gov/reg_approp/drain_permits/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floods.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cacarranza%40nd.gov%7C964e77f5a7b248e4ad3c08dea534f2e3%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C639129844510974482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B4pA7FUAZRMJUW61VPI5Gkz0XQf8WDmI6aDq3ryPnSQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:acarranza@nd.gov
http://www.dwr.nd.gov/
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701.328.2750     •     dwr@nd.gov     •     1200 Memorial Highway     •     Bismarck, ND  58504

From:From: Frith, Jeff W. <jfrith@nd.gov>
Sent:Sent: Monday, April 27, 2026 10:04:46 AM
To:To: Haase, Reice <rehaase@nd.gov>; Paczkowski, John A. <jpaczkowski@nd.gov>; Carranza, Aaron J.
<acarranza@nd.gov>
Subject:Subject: Emergency Surface Drain Permit Mo. 6882
 
Good morning,
The Ramsey County Commission urgently implores the North Dakota Department of Water
Resources to reevaluate the denial of Emergency Surface Drain Permit No. 6882, initially issued on
February 2nd of this year. We are witnessing the alarming consequences that our township and
county explicitly warned could arise, and the impact on local infrastructure is now undeniable.
 
During our meeting this morning, we reached a pivotal decision to declare a County Flooding
Emergency later today or tomorrow. This declaration underscores the seriousness of our situation
and the pressing need for action. The approval of the Emergency Drain Permit is not merely a
request—it is a critical step toward alleviating the dire issues we face. Immediate action is essential
to safeguard our township and county roads, as well as to protect vital local resources.
 
By reconsidering this application, you have the opportunity to make a significant diOerence in our
community. Your support can help us mitigate further damage and preserve essential
infrastructure, ultimately saving our residents and local government substantial taxpayer dollars.
We urge you to act swiftly for the benefit of all those aOected.
 
If you need the original application or further documentation, please contact me.
 

Best regards,
JeO W. Frith, Commissioner
Ramsey County
jfrith@nd.gov
(701)739-7344 Cell

NOTICE-CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION - The information in this communication is
proprietary and strictly confidential. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the

mailto:dwr@nd.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcredentials.floods.org%2F83fbd5b2-f972-420e-a62b-bf304f7b9111&data=05%7C02%7Cacarranza%40nd.gov%7C964e77f5a7b248e4ad3c08dea534f2e3%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C639129844510999805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zy7D1RgKvbr8gaWkLlw8dfVgny%2BZgeW15HVzsk0A6Oo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jfrith@nd.gov
mailto:rehaase@nd.gov
mailto:jpaczkowski@nd.gov
mailto:acarranza@nd.gov
mailto:jfrith@nd.gov
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employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, any
dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of the information contained in this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please first notify the sender immediately and then delete this communication from all
data storage devices and destroy all hard copies.

 



NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
APPLICATION FOR EMERGENCY SURFACE DRAIN

REGULATORY DIVISION
SFN 62710 (4/2026)

DEPARTMENT OF
WATER RESOURCES

USE ONLY

 No.

(DWR USE ONLY)

Submit To - dwrregpermits@nd.gov 
Department of Water Resources

1200 Memorial Highway | Bismarck, ND 58504

Additional sheets may be attached if necessary.

This application must include a map from an aerial photograph showing the location as section-township-
range format. Include a physical footprint of all proposed drain features, identify existing road culverts and 
any proposed crossing modifications, and indicate flow direction from drain outlet location.

SECTION A - CHECKLIST
Include The Following Information (initial each item)

______	 Completed SFN 62710 Application For Emergency Surface Drain

______	 Certification Submittal Of Application To Both Department Of Water Resources
	 And Water Resource District (N.D.A.C. § 89-02-05.1-06)

______	 List And Contact Information For All Adjacent Landowners Within One Mile From
	 Outlet Discharge Point (N.D.A.C. § 89-02-05.1-05)

______	 Copies Of Any Written Permission Received From Downstream Landowners
	 (N.D.A.C. § 89-02-05.1-05)

______	 Written Permission Allowing Department And Water Resource District To Inspect
	 Emergency Drain (N.D.A.C. § 89-02-05.1-05)	

SECTION B - LOCATION OF EMERGENCY DRAIN
1/4 1/4 Section Township Range

Surface Area Of Pond, Slough, Lake, Sheetwater, Or Any Series Thereof To Be Drained (acres)

Volume To Be Drained (acre-feet)

Description Of Emergency

Water Resource District In Which Majority Of Project Watershed Is Located Date



SFN 62710 (4/2026) 
PAGE 2 OF 3

SECTION C - DRAINAGE METHOD

Type Of Drainage Method (mark all that apply)

 Gravity (See Subsection 1)

 Pumping (See Subsection 2)

SUBSECTION 2 - PUMPING
Pumping Rate (gallons per minute) Pumping Rate (cubic feet per second)

Pump Style

 Movable  Fixed Or Stationary

Pump Type

 Submersible  Other ________________________________

Anticipated Construction Start Date Anticipated Construction Completion Date

SUBSECTION 1 - GRAVITY

Gravity Type (please fill appropriate fields below)

 Ditch  Pipe

Length Of Drain (feet) Maximum Cut (D) (feet)

Bottom Width (B) (feet) Side Slopes (S:1 foot)

Pipe Diameter (feet) Pipe Slope (feet per foot)

D

B
S
1’



Affiliation To Proposed Drain

 Landowner  Renter/Tenant Water Resource District/Agency

 Other ________________________________________________________________

Applicant Name (if not an individual, please list organization name)

Address City State ZIP Code

Telephone Number Cell Phone Number

Email Address

Applicant Signature Date

Landowner Name (print) (if not the applicant)

Landowner Signature (if not the applicant) Date

SFN 62710 (4/2026)
PAGE 3 OF 3
APPLICANT’S CERTIFICATION
I, the undersigned, am applying for permit required under N.D.C.C. § 61-32-03. I understand that I must 
comply with N.D.C.C. § 61-32-03, N.D.A.C. art. 89-02, relevant Department of Water Resources policies, 
and any conditions required by the Water Resource District or Department of Water Resources as part of 
an approved permit for this application. Additionally, I acknowledge that my project is accurately described 
and depicted in this application and enclosed materials as I intend to construct it. My signature below 
acknowledges that I have read and agree to these statements.


	Bartlett Hope and Newbre Townships
	DR_6882_response
	Flood Declaration 4-27-26 Signed
	RE: Emergency Surface Drain Permit Mo. 6882
	sfn_62710_application_for_emergency_surface_drain_Fenster Slough Bartlett, Hope and Newbre Townships

	Copies Of Any Written Permission Received From Downstream Landowners
	(N: 
	D: 
	A: 
	C: 
	 § 89-02-05: 





	Written Permission Allowing Department And Water Resource District To Inspect
	Emergency Drain (N: 

	1/4: 
	Section: 17
	Township: 153
	Range: 61
	Surface Area Of Pond, Slough, Lake, Sheetwater, Or Any Series Thereof To Be Drained (acres): Fenster Slough/Lake - Up to Burt Slough in Section 22 155-61
	Volume To Be Drained (acre-feet): Unknown - 1 - 2 feet, just enough to reclaim the roads that have been inundated.  
	Description Of Emergency: Extreme amounts of precipitation that past two years, 30+ inches in 2024 and 14-22" of rain September through October 2025 has increased the volume of water and interconnected multiple smaller sloughs into one, which in turn has impacted 3 county roads, several township roads and multiple rural residents, and agri businesses. The road impacts the ability of emergency services, school buses and farm to marke
	Water Resource District In Which Majority Of Project Watershed Is Located: Ramsey County
	Date Water Resource District In Which Majority Of Project Watershed Is Located: 4-28-26
	Gravity Type Of Drainage Method See Subsection 1: Yes
	Pumping Type Of Drainage Method See Subsection 2: Off
	Ditch Gravity Type: Yes
	Pipe Gravity Type: Yes
	Length Of Drain (feet): 1 mile
	Maximum Cut (D) (feet): 
	Bottom Width (B) (feet): 
	Side Slopes (S:1 foot): 
	Pipe Diameter (feet): 
	Pipe Slope (feet per foot): 
	Pumping Rate (gallons per minute): 
	Pumping Rate (cubic feet per second): 
	Movable Pump Style: Off
	Fixed Or Stationary Pump Style: Off
	Submersible Pump Type: Off
	Other Pump Type: Off
	Other Pump Type Name: 
	Anticipated Construction Start Date: 4/29/26
	Anticipated Construction Completion Date: 5/1/26
	Landowner Affiliation To Proposed Drain: Off
	Renter/Tenant Affiliation To Proposed Drain: Off
	Water Resource District/Agency Affiliation To Proposed Drain: Off
	Other Affiliation To Proposed Drain: Yes
	List Other Affiliation To Proposed Drain: Ramsey County Commission
	Applicant Name (if not an individual, please list organization name): Jeff W. Frith, Commissioner - Ramsey County 
	Address: 5250 77th Ave. NE
	City: Devils Lake
	State: ND
	ZIP Code: 58301
	Telephone Number: 701-662-7076
	Cell Phone Number: 701-739-7344
	Email Address: jfrith@nd.gov
	Applicant Signature Date: 04/28/26
	Landowner Name (print) (if not the applicant): 
	Landowner Signature: 


