
WAT ER DE VELOPMEN T PL ANNING PROCESS &
CO M M I SS I O N E R - H OS TE D M E E TI N GS

The 2025 water development planning process began 
in January 2024. At that time, the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) sent letters of request to potential water 
project sponsors across the state, asking them for informa-
tion regarding water projects and programs that could be 
considered for inclusion in the 2025 Water Development 
Plan.

Water projects and water management efforts are continu-
ally evolving and advancing, making it necessary to update 
project information on a biennial basis. Simultaneously, 
the DWR and Water Commission are charged with ensur-
ing responsible stewardship of state funding in both the 
short- and long-term. For those reasons, the 2025 water 
planning process involved a request to project sponsors to 
forecast funding needs for multiple biennia into the future. 
The information received from local project sponsors as 
part of this project inventory process ultimately becomes 
the foundation of the Commission’s budget request to the 
Governor and Legislature. 

The other key element of the 2025 planning process was 
Water Commissioner-hosted basin meetings. To promote 
and encourage local project sponsor participation in water 
planning and in legislative and agency biennial budget-
ing efforts, NDCC 61-02-01.3 requires the agency to host 

meetings within the Commissioners’ eight basins they 
represent. As required by statute, the meetings are to be 
held in the lower and upper Red; James; Mouse; lower and 
upper Missouri River; Little Missouri, Upper Heart, and 
Cannonball; and Devils Lake basins.

For the eight basin meetings, water management and 
development stakeholders, and project sponsors were 
invited and encouraged to attend and provide input. 
Specific areas of focus for the meetings included:

•	 Basin specific activities;

•	 A DWR budget update;

•	 The 2025 Water Development Plan process;

•	 State-owned project updates; 

•	 DWR studies, surveys, and educational campaigns; and 

•	 Project summaries and updates from sponsors, as well 
as public comments. 

During the public comment period, there were water 
project overviews from sponsors and general discussions 
about various water management and development 
topics.



North Dakota’s major drainage basins and Commission members.

2024 COMMISSIONER-HOSTED BASIN MEETINGS

June 17
James River Basin - Jamestown
Hosted by Commissioner Connie Ova

June 17
Upper Red River Basin - Fargo
Hosted by Commissioner April Walker

June 18
Lower Red River Basin - Grand Forks
Hosted by Commissioner Michael Anderson

June 18
Devils Lake Basin - Devils Lake
Hosted by Commissioner Jeff Frith

June 24
Lower Missouri River Basin - Bismarck
Hosted by Commissioner Jay Volk

June 27
Upper Missouri River Basin - New Town
Hosted by Commissioner Gene Veeder

June 27
Little Missouri, Upper Heart, & Upper Cannonball River Basin
Dickinson - Hosted by Commissioner James Odermann

July 10
Mouse River Basin - Minot
Hosted by Commissioner Jason Zimmerman

PARTNERSHIPS
North Dakota’s water planning process strives to encour-
age collaboration between stakeholders and the forma-
tion of partnerships with numerous government entities 
at all levels of government, Tribal Nations, and with the 
Legislature. It is also important to recognize the unique 
relationships between the private sector and many of 
the state’s local government entities and water manag-
ers. This important tie completes North Dakota’s grass-
roots approach to water management and development, 
where the state recognizes that many of the best solutions 
are forged at the local level.

DWR has a long history of working together with all stake-
holders, while encouraging partnerships to ensure the 
wise management and development of North Dakota’s 
water resources for the benefit of current and future 
generations. As we look to the future, North Dakota 
faces many challenges in managing its water. But work-
ing together with all stakeholders will enable the state to 
move more efficiently toward effective development and 
management of the state’s water resources.
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