
BACKGROUND
AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) is to address water quality and 
quantity issues in southwest North Dakota by delivering high quality Missouri River 
water to the region. Authorized by the North Dakota Legislature in 1981, the SWPP 
transports raw water from Lake Sakakawea to water treatment plants located at Dick-
inson and north of Zap where it is treated and delivered to the Project’s customers in 
southwest North Dakota and Perkins County, South Dakota. Since construction began 
in 1986, the Project now includes three water treatment plants, 35 pumping stations, 
32 water storage reservoirs, and over 5,000 miles of pipe. Future construction efforts 
will address ongoing growth in the region and connection of rural customers waiting 
for SWPP water.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The SWPP is funded and owned by the state of North Dakota and administered through 
the Department of Water Resources. In 1996, the operation and maintenance of the 
SWPP was transferred to the Southwest Water Authority (SWA), a political subdivision 
established by the Legislature. Capital repayment occurs through user fees.
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