
LAKE AGASSIZ WATER AUTHORITY
In 2003, the North Dakota Legislature created the Lake Agassiz 
Water Authority (LAWA) to collaborate on a plan to meet future 
water supply needs in the Red River Valley. The Legislature further 
directed LAWA to develop a reliable supply of drinking water to 
central and eastern North Dakota. LAWA currently serves as the 
representative for water users, and is a cooperating entity with the 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District on the RRVWSP.

Quick Facts

165 Miles Of 72” Main 
Transmission Line

Max Flow of 165 cfs

20 Cities & 15 Rural Systems

Supplemental Water Supply 
During Times Of Drought

Potentially Serve 50%
Of ND Population
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RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) was first initiated as a collaborative 
federal, state, and local project. The Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000 authorized the 
RRVWSP in order to provide a reliable supply of quality drinking water to the Red River 
Valley. A federal Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was released for the original project 
in 2007, but a record of decision was never signed. By 2013 it was apparent the project would 
not receive federal authorization, so a new plan had to be pursued. 

The current version of the project is a state- and locally-sponsored option that proposes 
to transport Missouri River water to central and eastern North Dakota. The water will be 
carried via pipeline from an intake site near Washburn, and then east along Highway 200 
to the Sheyenne River, just north of Valley City. When developed, the RRVWSP will be 
owned by the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) and Garrison Diversion Conservancy 
District (Garrison Diversion). Operation will be the responsibility of Garrison Diversion.
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2017-2019 FUNDING & PROGRESS
The RRVWSP received a $30 million allocation from the State Legis-
lature for the 2017-2019 biennium, of which $17 million is to be used for 
planning and permitting, and $13 million to initiate construction. One 
of RRVWSP’s major goals for the 2017-2019 biennium is to initiate 
construction in order to ensure coverage under current regulatory poli-
cies. A key regulatory obstacle facing RRVWSP is known as Waters of 
the United States (WOTUS). Currently, the future status of WOTUS 
is unclear. 

RRVWSP is on track to fully utilize the $30 million appropriation, with 
$17 million committed as of October 2018. Currently, 35 cities and water 
systems have committed to the project’s development phases, nominat-
ing for 159.23 cubic feet per second of water from the RRVWSP. Final 
designs of the pipeline, discharge structure, and intake are underway. The 
process of securing or reaffirming existing easements began in fall 2018, 
with strategic construction forecast to begin in mid-2019.

GARRISON DIVERSION 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 
(Garrison Diversion) is made up of 28 member 
counties who each elect a citizen every four years 
to serve on the Garrison Diversion board of 
directors. Garrison Diversion is headquartered 
in Carrington, ND with offices in McClusky, 
New Rockford, and Oakes, employing a total of 
39 people. Their principal mission is to provide a 
reliable, high quality, and affordable water supply 
to benefit the people of North Dakota.
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Figure 12 - Red River Valley Water Supply Proposed Pipeline.



RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT FUNDING DATA

POTENTIAL RRVWSP 
FUNDING SOURCES

Local, Bonds, or Loans = $278.5M

State = $835.5M
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LOOKING AHEAD
RRVWSP FORECASTED FUNDING NEEDS

PROPOSED PROJECT FEATURES

PROJECT DESIGN
The intake on the Missouri River will be a conventional design 
using a pump station, while the discharge into Lake Ashtabula 
will be similar in design to the Devils Lake outlets. Water will be 
treated to the appropriate level in accordance with North Dakota 
Department of Health permit requirements. Three different 
water treatment options are currently being considered.

LOOKING AHEAD: RRVWSP FORECASTED 
STATE FUNDING NEEDS THROUGH 2029
The current estimated total project cost is $1.1 billion. Garrison 
Diversion and LAWA have requested $50 million from the state 
for the 2019-2021 biennium. This level of funding would be 
used for continued easement acquisition, environmental compli-
ance, permitting, and other pre-construction costs. Substantial 
construction costs will include progress on a Missouri River 
intake, the discharge structure at the Sheyenne River, and vari-
ous pipeline contracts.

Local funding sources include the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and local water systems.
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Local = $278,500,000
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$1.114 Billion


